 MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 2014
The Wednesday, June 25, 2014 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order by Chairman Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker at 3:23 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman Dansicker; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Eric London, Counsel; Leigh Hoyt, Administrative Specialist; and Chris Stock, Intern, Maryland Attorney General’s Office.
CRAIG A. GUY, SR. - RENEWAL OF PROMOTER’S LICENSE
Executive Director Pannella reported that Craig A. Guy, Sr., advertising as Horizon Wrestling Alliance (HWA), applied to the Commission on May 30, 2014 to renew his license as a promoter of professional wrestling events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Guy holds his wrestling events in the Southern Maryland area.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Commissioner Moore interviewed Mr. Guy.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Commissioner Moore reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Guy, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Moore, and seconded by Chairman Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the license of Craig A. Guy, Sr. as a promoter.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
1.
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, July 25, 2014 - 7:30 p.m.

Superior Wrestling School
237 East Franklin Street - Hagerstown, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

National Wrestling League (NWL);
2.
Professional Wrestling Event

Sunday, July 27, 2014 - 7:30 p.m.

Leonard Hall Rec Center – Leonard Hall Junior Naval Academy

23145 Leonard Hall Drive - Leonardtown, Maryland

Promoter:  Craig A. Guy, Sr., advertising as 

Horizon Wrestling Alliance (HWA);

3.
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, August 8, 2014 - 8:00 p.m.

Montgomery County Fairgrounds
16 Chestnut Street - Gaithersburg, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Big Time Wrestling;
4.
Professional Wrestling Event

Sunday, August 17, 2014 - 5:00 p.m.

The Maryland Theatre
27 South Potomac Street - Hagerstown, Maryland

Promoter:  TNA Entertainment, LLC, advertising as 

TNA Impact Wrestling;

5.
Professional Wrestling Event

Sunday, September 7, 2014 - TBA Starting Time
Wicomico Youth and Civic Center - 500 Glen Avenue
Salisbury, Maryland

Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of World 

Wrestling Entertainment, Inc., advertising as WWE; and
6.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, December 12, 2014 - 7:30 p.m.

OBI Building

8815 Veterans Highway - Millersville, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Adrenaline Championship Wrestling (ACW).

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman Dansicker commented favorably upon the frequency of combative sports events being held in the State of Maryland so far in calendar year 2014.  Chairman Dansicker applauded the Commission’s Executive Director, staff of physicians and staff of referees for their combined efforts in directly contributing to the Commission’s long-standing track record of no serious injuries incurring to any competing contestants or participants.
COUNSEL’S REPORT
Counsel London introduced Chris Stock, who is interning with the Maryland Attorney General’s Office within the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR).  Mr. London noted that Mr. Stock is a student at the University of Baltimore School of Law.  
APPROVED LINEUP FOR JUNE 28, 2014

PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the approved lineup for the June 28, 2014 professional boxing event which is being promoted by Ponytail Promotions, Inc. and being held at The Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event includes eight professional boxing contests encompassing 48 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.  Mr. Pannella noted, further, that the boxing event features a ten-round Women’s International Boxing Association (WIBA) Welterweight Title boxing contest -- with Tori Nelson of Ashburn, Virginia defending her championship belt against Nicole Woods of East Point, Georgia.   

REVIEW OF JUNE 13, 2014
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the June 13, 2014 professional boxing event which was promoted by Gene Molovinsky, advertising as Keystone Boxing, and held at Rosecroft Raceway in Ft. Washington, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event included seven professional boxing contests encompassing 32 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.   
REVIEW OF JUNE 21, 2014

“SHOGUN FIGHTS X” PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Chairman Dansicker led a review of the June 21, 2014 professional MMA event which was promoted by John J. Rallo, III, advertising as “Shogun Fights X”, and held at The Baltimore Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the MMA event included 10 professional MMA contests encompassing 30 scheduled rounds of professional MMA competition.  
Both Chairman Dansicker and Mr. Pannella opined that the MMA contests were very competitive.  Chairman Dansicker added that Mr. Rallo “has found a niche” for using MMA contestants who are “hungry to move up the ladder” in MMA competition. 

Both Chairman Dansicker and Mr. Pannella applauded the exemplary officiating of the two MMA referees who were assigned by the Commission to work this MMA event, Dan Miragliotta and Kevin Mulhall.  Chairman Dansicker commented that both referees stopped the MMA contests in which they officiated appropriately, “anticipating the next move like chess players”. 
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 23, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Chairman Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to adjourn the meeting at 4:04 p.m..
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