 MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2014
The Wednesday, August 27, 2014 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order by Chairman Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker at 2:00 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman Dansicker; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Sean Malone; Commissioner Malik Rahman; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Eric London, Counsel.  Absent was:  Commissioner Lenny Moore.
AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.03.03 -

COMMISSION SANCTION REQUIRED.

The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.03.03 in the normal process; specifically, amending certain regulations pertaining to the insurance policy for contestants.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, and seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted 4-0 to amend COMAR 09.14.03.03 accordingly.

AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.04.01 -

MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS.

The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.04.01 in the normal process; specifically, amending certain regulations pertaining to the period of time that the Commission will accept a comprehensive physical examination from a contestant.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, and seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted 4-0 to amend COMAR 09.14.04.01 accordingly.

AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.04.02 -

.02 OPHTHALMOLOGICAL EVALUATION.

The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.04.02 in the normal process; specifically, amending certain regulations pertaining to the period of time that the Commission will accept an ophthalmological evaluation from a contestant.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, and seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted 4-0 to amend COMAR 09.14.04.02 accordingly.

AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.04.04 -

.04 PRECONTEST EXAMINATIONS.

The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.04.04 in the normal process; specifically, amending certain regulations to prevent a contestant who has lens implants in one or both eyes or has undergone lasik surgery in one or both eyes from competing.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, and seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted 4-0 to amend COMAR 09.14.04.04 accordingly.

AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.06.01 -

.01 WEIGHTS AND CLASSES.

The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.06.01 in the normal process; specifically, amending certain regulations pertaining to the weight classes for heavyweight boxers and cruiserweight boxers and when the weighing in of boxers is permitted.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, and seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted 4-0 to amend COMAR 09.14.06.01 accordingly.

AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.06.10 -

.10 LOW BLOW FOUL.

The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.06.10 in the normal process; specifically, amending certain regulations pertaining to the low-blow foul in boxing regarding what ruling will be made when a boxer who suffered a low-blow foul cannot continue after being granted a five minute rest period.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, and seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted 4-0 to amend COMAR 09.14.06.10 accordingly.

AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.06.16 -

.16 ROUNDS.
The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.06.16 in the normal process; specifically, amending certain regulations pertaining to the minimum amount of rounds and contests permitted for a pro-am boxing event.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, and seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted 4-0 to amend COMAR 09.14.06.16 accordingly.

AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.16.02 –

.02 WEIGHTS AND CLASSES
The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.16.02 in the normal process; specifically, amending certain regulations pertaining to when the weighing in of professional MMA contestants is permitted and other weigh-in requirements.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, and seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted 4-0 to amend COMAR 09.14.16.02 accordingly.

AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.16.03 -

.03 MIXED MARTIAL ARTS EQUIPMENT

The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.16.03 in the normal process; specifically, amending the regulation pertaining to chest protection for female professional MMA contestants being approved by the Commission.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, and seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted 4-0 to amend COMAR 09.14.16.03 accordingly.

REGULATORY AMENDMENTS RELATING TO COMAR 09.14.17 -
AMATEUR MMA REGULATIONS

The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.17 in the normal process; specifically, amending certain regulations pertaining to the Commission’s regulation of amateur MMA contests.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, and seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted 4-0 to amend COMAR 09.14.17 accordingly.

APPROVAL OF JULY 23, 2014 COMMISSION MINUTES
The July 23, 2014 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, seconded by Chairman Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the July 23, 2014 Minutes of the Commission.

Commissioner Malone excused himself from the Commission meeting at this point in time due to a scheduling conflict.

NANCY BARNES CHERNOFF
APPROVAL OF PROMOTER’S LICENSE
Executive Director Pannella reported that Nancy Barnes Chernoff applied to the Commission on July 1, 2014 for her promoter’s license as a promoter of professional boxing events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that Ms. Chernoff intends to hold professional boxing events in Salisbury, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Chairman Dansicker interviewed Ms. Chernoff.  Chairman Dansicker reported that he and Mr. Pannella reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Ms. Chernoff, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Chairman Dansicker stated that he was hopeful that Ms. Chernoff can “fill the void” in holding professional boxing events in the Salisbury, Maryland area.

Upon a motion by Chairman Dansicker, and seconded by Chairman Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the license of Nancy Barnes Chernoff as a promoter.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, seconded by Chairman Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event being promoted by Richard “Dick” Caricofe:
Professional Wrestling Event

Sunday, September 28, 2014 - TBA Starting Time


Oasis Bar and Grill
7539 Old Ocean City Road - Whaleyville, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Micro Wrestling Federation (MWF). 

UPDATED SCHEDULE OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with an updated scheduled of all Commission-sanctioned wrestling events schedule to occur through December of 2014.   Mr. Pannella reported that 18 wrestling events are currently on the Commission schedule.   Mr. Pannella estimated that the Commission will have regulated over 50 wrestling events in Calendar Year 2014.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman Dansicker noted that he was pleased with the number of professional boxing events currently being held in the State of Maryland.
ASSOCIATION OF BOXING COMMISSIONS (ABC)

YEAR 2014 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Mr. Pannella presented the Commission with a review of the 2014 Annual Conference of the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) which was held from July 21 - 25, 2014 at the Hilton Clearwater Beach Resort in Clearwater Beach, Florida.

Mr. Pannella, who serves as the Region One Director of the ABC, attended the conference, as did John W. Stiller, M.D., the Commission’s Chief Physician.  Both Maryland representatives were speakers at the conference.  Mr. Pannella reported that there were many informative presentations and discussions pertaining to various boxing and MMA matters.

Mr. Pannella noted that among the presentations made, and topics discussed, were:  

•
A presentation was made by Dr. Julian E. Bailes, M.D. regarding traumatic brain injury and its impact and effect on sports including professional boxing and professional football.
•
A discussion was held regarding state and tribal athletic commissions submitting official results of professional boxing events to BoxRec, an internet boxing registry which has not received certification by the ABC.  Mr. Pannella and Jon Lewis, Chairman of the Mississippi Athletic Commission, strongly encouraged commissions to voluntarily do so on a consistent basis and in a timely manner, noting that:  (1) many commissions utilize BoxRec when bouts are first submitted to a commission by a promoter or matchmaker for approval; (2) commissions will still be required to obtain a fighter report for each boxer competing in a bout from the certified boxing registry approved by the ABC; and (3) commissions will still be required to report the official results of a professional boxing event to the certified boxing registry approved by the ABC.
•
The ABC Governmental Affairs Committee led a discussion regarding "floating" the idea to the ABC membership about state and tribal athletic commissions being granted "weighted" or additional votes based on the number of combative sports events held in each jurisdiction on an annual basis.  Mr. Pannella strongly opposed the idea, opining that, similar to the United States Senate requiring that each state be fully represented by the same number of individuals, the ABC ensures fairness and equity among its membership by allowing each state and each tribal nation to have the exact same voting authority -- one vote for each jurisdiction. 
•
A presentation was made by Dr. Sheryl Wulkan, M.D. of the ABC Medical 

Advisory Committee regarding the Committee’s Annual Report.
•
A progress report was presented by Dr. Stiller regarding the Chronic Traumatic Brain Injury (CTBI) medical study conducted on boxers at boxing 

weigh-in activities held in the State of Maryland over a number of years in association with the Commission, resulting in the publishing of the original research article entitled "Sparring and Neurological Function in Boxers" in the Frontiers in Public Health medical journal on July 21, 2014. 
•
A presentation was made by Mr. Pannella which consisted of a review of several ABC documents including the “Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) Uniform Procedures for Requesting and Forwarding Medical Examinations and Test Results for Boxers and MMA Contestants”.  The ABC encourages its member commissions to utilize these procedures when transferring boxers’ and MMA contestants’ medical documents from commission to commission. 

•
A presentation was made by Mike Martino, Acting Executive Director of USA Boxing, Inc., regarding current issues involving the sport of amateur boxing.

•
Mr. Pannella presented a motion to the ABC recommending to all state and tribal athletic commissions that, for all combative sports being regulated, a commission make available the required fighter reports for each respective sport -- including, but not limited to, the fighter's bout history and suspension history -- to the working ringside physician to review at the weigh-in activity for an event or at an earlier time whenever requested by the ringside physician.  The motion was seconded by Alan Taniguchi, Executive Officer of the Hawaii State Boxing Commission, and the motion passed unanimously.
•
A discussion was held among representatives of commissions which regulate professional wrestling events, including a review of each respective commission’s licensing requirements for professional wrestling and a discussion of why the “pile driver” maneuver, or any similar gimmick or version of the same, should not be permitted due to the inherent risk of head injury associated with this maneuver.
PROPOSED LINEUP OF BOXING CONTESTS

SEPTEMBER 12, 2014 PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the proposed boxing contests for the September 12, 2014 professional boxing event which is being promoted by Gene Molovinsky advertising as Keystone Boxing and scheduled to be held at Rosecroft Raceway in Ft. Washington, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the current proposed lineup, which is subject to change, includes nine professional boxing contests encompassing 44 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.   

REVIEW OF AUGUST 23, 2014
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Commissioner Rahman and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the August 23, 2014 professional boxing event which was promoted by Hardwork Promotions, LLC advertising as Hardwork Promotions, and held at The Patapsco Sports Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event included five professional boxing contests encompassing 24 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.   
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 24, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to adjourn the meeting at 3:20 p.m..
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