MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES - WEDNESDAY, April 26, 2023
On Wednesday, April 26, 2023 the Maryland State Athletic Commission meeting was called to order by Chairman David Norman at 3:00 p.m.  Present were the following:  Chairman Norman; Commissioner Chuck Gast; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Commissioner David Shull; Kausar Sayed, Deputy Commissioner; Eric London, Assistant Attorney General and Counsel; Olga Escobar, Board Specialist; Matthew McKinney, Acting Executive Director of the Athletic Commission; and Danielle Evans, Executive Assistant to the Commissioner. Commissioner Brian Boles was absent.  This was a hybrid meeting with Commission members, Commission staff, and the public calling into Google Meets, as well as joining in person.
APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES
Chairman David Norman called for a Motion to approve the minutes of the April meeting, and the minutes were unanimously approved. 
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS

Board Specialist Olga Escobar led a Commission discussion concerning the professional wrestling events currently scheduled in the State of Maryland. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Shull, seconded by Commissioner Gast, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events: 
· MWF Wrestling Event, April 28, 2023 

· EWA Wrestling Event April 29, 2023 

· ACW Wrestling Event April 30, 2023 

· MWF Wrestling Event April 30, 2023 

· AEW Wrestling Event, May 3, 2023 

· MMA Event, May 4, 2023 

· EWA Wrestling Event May 5, 2023 

· C3W Wrestling Event May 5, 2023 

· CZW Wrestling Event, May 7, 2023 

· EWA Wrestling Event, May 13, 2023 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman Norman and Deputy Commissioner Kausar Sayed reported that as of April 17, 2023, Matt McKinney was Acting Executive Director, MSAC. 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Acting Executive Director Matt McKinney introduced himself to the Commission and advised that he was serving as the Acting Executive Director of the Commission.  Mr. McKinney also gave a brief overview of the reappointment process for the three Commissioners who are up for reappointment in June. He noted that directions for this process would be forthcoming. 
NEW BUSINESS

-Counsel Eric London suggested that Counsel’s Report should be  removed from the agenda on a going forward basis, as he did not see a circumstance that a report would be necessary. 
-Chairman Norman also made the following suggestions: 

1. . All regulated boxing, MMA or other combative events consisting of six or more bouts should require the promoter to have two ambulances and two teams of EMTs present to allow safe evacuation of injured contestants and continuation of the event.  The amount of security personnel provided by the promoter for regulated events should be set at a level of one security person per 25 attendees.

2.  Professional Boxing events should be capped at no more than 10 scheduled bouts unless there is a vote of the MSAC to allow for a waiver.  All events consisting of six or more bouts should require the promoter to provide appropriate food and drink for Commission staff who are working the event.

3.  All contestants scheduled to fight in an event must be present no less than 28 hours prior to the announced commencement time of the event for physicals and weigh-ins, or their bout will be forfeited/cancelled.

4.  Any proposal by a promoter or a contestant to use a non-standard brand of glove must be made at the weigh-in.  The actual gloves proposed must be present at that time, and all participants in a bout where non-standard gloves are proposed must be informed that use of the gloves requires the consent of all fighters impacted by the proposal.

5.  All promoters and contestants will be informed prior to the weigh-in at any regulated event that Covid testing is no longer required and will not be conducted prior to the event.

Commission staff also noted that the per diem pay for events was adopted many years ago, and as such has gotten seriously eroded by inflation.  A review of current per diem rates and adjustment to reflect current labor rates was requested, recognizing that such a request would need to go through the Commissioner of O&P and the Secretary of DOL.  

ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion by Commissioner Shull, and seconded by Commissioner Gast, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to adjourn the meeting at 3:30 p.m.








/s/David J. Norman
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