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FINAL ORDER


The above-captioned matter was heard before the Maryland State Board of Public Accountancy (“the Board”) on March 4, 2025 (“the March 4th hearing”).  At the hearing, petitioner Timothy Jakubek (“Petitioner”) sought renewal of his license to practice certified public accountancy in Maryland. At the March 4th hearing, Mr. Jakubek represented himself. Catherine Villareale, Assistant Attorney General, presented evidence to the Board. 

The following exhibits were admitted into evidence: the Board’s hearing noticed dated February 3, 2025 (CPA Ex. 1); the Board’s letter of January 15, 2025, denying the Petitioner’s renewal application (CPA Ex. 2); Email correspondence and documentation submitted by the Petitioner in connection with his Renewal Application (CPA Ex. 3); a printout of Petitioner’s licensing history (CPA Ex. 4); a letter dated July 28, 2023, documenting Petitioner’s completion of an outpatient treatment program (Pet. Ex. 1); two letters, dated July 5, 2023 and July 23, 2023, and other documentation regarding Petitioner’s completion of two inpatient intervention programs (Pet. Ex. 2); character letters from Chinmay Deshmukh, Ryan Weinapple, and CC Colvin (Pet. Exs. 3-5)
FINDINGS OF FACT

1)
Timothy Jakubek was first licensed by the Board to practice certified public accountancy in November 2022.

2)
In September 2024, he submitted an application for renewal, in which he answered in the affirmative in response to the question about convictions.

3)
Mr. Jakubek explained that he had been found guilty of two misdemeanor offenses of Driving While Impaired by Alcohol (“DWI”).
4)
The first offense occurred in 2021; the second in 2023.

5)
For the earlier offense, Mr. Jakubek initially received a sentence of Probation Before Judgement (“PBJ”), with a two-year period of probation commencing on October 21, 2021.
6)
On or about August 1st, 2023, Mr. Jakubek was convicted of the second DWI offense. 
7)
Because the second offense occurred within the period of probation for the first (2021) offense, the disposition for the earlier offense was converted from PBJ to Guilty.

8)
Mr. Jakubek was sentenced to two years unsupervised probation, fined, and his driver’s license revoked.

9)
Mr. Jakubek’s period of probation is set to expire in August 2025.
10)
The Petitioner did not notify the Board of his convictions until he applied to renew his CPA license.

11)
The Board denied Mr. Jakubek’s renewal application on or about January 15, 2025.
12)
Mr. Jakubek is licensed as a CPA in New York.

13)
Mr. Jakubek is employed by KPMJ in New York.
DISCUSSION
The Maryland Public Accountancy Act requires that applicants be of good character and reputation. Section 2-315 of the Act sets forth criteria to be considered when an applicant or licensee is convicted of a crime. These include: the nature of the crime; the relationship of the crime to the activities authorized by the license; with respect to a felony, the relevance of the conviction to the fitness and qualifications of the applicant or licensee to practice certified public accountancy; the length of time since the conviction; and the behavior and activities of the applicant or licensee before and after the conviction.

In addition, Maryland law prohibits denying an occupational license or certificate solely on the basis of a conviction “…unless the department determines that: (1) there is a direct relationship between the applicant’s previous conviction and the specific occupational license or certificate sought; or (2) the issuance of the license or certificate would involve an unreasonable risk to property or to the safety or welfare of specific individuals or the general public.” CP § 1-209 (d).
The nature and circumstances of Mr. Jakubek’s misconduct are not in dispute. Within a short span of time, he was convicted of two DWI offenses in Maryland. He was afforded the opportunity to avoid a conviction for the 2021 incident with a PBJ sentence, which is not considered a conviction – provided the individual satisfies the probationary period without another incident. Unfortunately, Mr. Jakubek chose to drink and drive again, was caught, and thus found guilty for both the later (2023) and earlier (2021) offenses.
The Board considers Mr. Jakubek’s conduct to be serious. The convictions are misdemeanors; but their gravity should not be minimized. In choosing to drink and drive, he placed not only his own life, but the safety and lives of others in jeopardy. While his misconduct was not in the context of his professional activities as CPA, the conduct giving rise to his convictions is nevertheless directly related to the practice of public accountancy. A CPA’s work in many ways involves the exercise of sound judgment. Indeed, the exercise of sound judgment may be the sine qua non of the practice of public accountancy. And Mr. Jakubek’s actions raise serious questions about his judgment, or lack thereof. By choosing to engage in such wantonly reckless behavior, the Petitioner showed a distinct lack of such judgment. Particularly troubling is the fact that, having initially avoided serious consequences for the first incident, he would choose to engage in the same behavior again – less the two years after the first case was decided and during the period of probation for the first offense. Indeed, in his written explanation provided to the Board, he indicated that the circumstances of the two instances were nearly identical: “Then, in spring of 2023, it happened again, seemingly in the exact same manner.” See, CPA Ex. 3. Such poor decision making is a far cry from what is expected of a Maryland CPA.
The Board recognizes that Mr. Jakubek is gainfully employed as a CPA in New York. The three character references he supplied speak ably to his abilities and personal qualities. He successfully completed an outpatient treatment program as well as two weekend inpatient programs.  (Mr. Jakubek testified at the March 4th hearing that he enrolled in the alcohol treatment sessions on the advice of his attorney.) The Board finds commendable his desire to teach, his intent to obtain a Master’s degree in Accounting, and his activities as a little league baseball coach.

At the same time, the Board is concerned that Mr. Jakubek does not fully grasp the gravity of his actions. Both convictions are recent – the latter fewer than two years ago. Mr. Jakubek remains under probation. He told the Board he did not drink for one year and that he now drinks sparsely. He is not enrolled in a recovery program. The Board also notes that Mr. Jakubek, while he disclosed the convictions on his renewal application, failed to notify the Board of the convictions as required by Board regulation. COMAR 09.24.01.06. Mr. Jakubek has no record of prior disciplinary action against his CPA license. 
Mr. Jakubek was first licensed by the Board in 2022.  By licensing him, the Board made a representation to the public that he was worthy of the trust that they might place in him.  Mr. Jakubek asks the Board, by renewing his license, to once again invest him with the indicia of honesty, character, and competence.  On balance, upon consideration of the evidence and testimony presented, the Board concludes that renewing his license would be premature at this time. He may apply for reinstatement of his license after the completion of his period of supervision.
CONCLUSION OF LAW


Based on the Findings of Fact, and using the specialized knowledge, training, and experience of its several members, the Maryland State Board of Public Accountancy reaches the following conclusion as a matter of law: the Renewal / Reinstatement of the CPA license of the Petitioner, Timothy Jakubek, is unwarranted.

ORDER

In consideration of the Maryland State Board of Public Accountancy’s Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law, it is this 2nd day of June, 2025 ORDERED:


1)
That the Application for Renewal / Reinstatement of Timothy Jakubek be, and the same hereby is, DENIED; 

2)
The records, files, and documents of the Maryland State Board of Public Accountancy reflect this decision.
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