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STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date: 			January 15, 2025

Time: 			10:30 a.m.

Location: 		100 S. Charles Street, Tower 1
			Conference Room 3309
Baltimore, MD 21201
Held via Video Conference
meet.google.com/qks-niad-yfo	
By Phone via Teleconference  
1-414-909-7588 (PIN: 385820141)

Members Present:	Joseph Radtka, Chairman
Hayward Hinkhaus, Vice Chairman, Industry Member
Leif Hancock, Industry Member
Craig Stokes, Industry Member
Megan Klepsig, Industry Member
Robert Parker, Consumer Member

Absent:		None

LABOR Officials & Staff Present: Sarah McDermott, Assistant Commissioner, Occupational and
   Professional Licensing
Charles Marquette, Executive Director, Mechanical Licensing
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Aajah Harris, Policy Director, Occupational and Professional
   Licensing
LaKissha Thornton, Administrative Officer III

OTHERS PRESENT:   Wayne Fishpaw, Pipe Trades Technologies
     Felicia Savage, Public
			

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Radtka called the January 15, 2026, Business Meeting of the Maryland State Board of Plumbing to order, virtually, at 10:33 a.m. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

A motion to adopt the agenda of the January 15, 2026, Business Meeting was made by Mr. Parker, seconded by Mr. Hancock, and unanimously approved by the Board.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk145686033]  
[bookmark: _Hlk217390271]A motion to approve the December 18, 2025, Business Meeting Minutes was made by Mr. Stokes, seconded by Mr. Hinkhaus, and unanimously approved by the Board without amendment.     

PLUMBING COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

Vice-Chairman Hinkhaus reported the following findings of the Complaint Committee:

	Closed Complaint
	Under Investigation
	Sent for A.G. Pre-Charge
	Criminally Charged

	25-0025
	25-0041
	25-0043
	



A motion to accept the findings of the Complaint Committee was made by Mr. Stokes, seconded by Mr. Hancock, and unanimously approved by the Board. 

APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT

There were no applications to be reviewed and no report necessary. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS 

Ms. Thornton reported the following statistical summary submitted by PSI for December 2025: 

[bookmark: _Hlk201045125]		                   	       Candidates        	Passed		Failed	     	     Pass %
				          Tested
	[bookmark: _Hlk174351326]Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	2
	0
	2
	0%

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	49
	16
	33
	33%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	5
	2
	3
	40%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	31
	10
	21
	32%

	                              TOTAL
	87
	28
	59
	32%



Ms. Thornton further reported that since January 2025, 1,095 candidates were tested, 414 candidates passed, 681 failed, for a pass rate of 38%. Since the inception of the test, 13,022 candidates were tested, 4,742 candidates passed, 8,291 failed, for a pass rate of 36%. There are currently 13,869 active licensees. 

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to be discussed. 

OLD BUSINESS

Listing of Approved Natural Gas Fitter Training Provider
Director Marquette began a discussion on compiling a list of approved Natural Gas Fitter Training Providers and requested the Board’s guidance regarding the requirements to be listed as an approved provider. He also suggested that the Board propose an official regulation detailing those requirements.  Counsel Kinstler suggested that the Board may wish to consider using similar language to that in COMAR 09.20.04.02 when drafting any potential regulation. With Chairman Radtka’s permission, Mr. Fishpaw addressed the Board on the matter, stating that he was able to provide them with the materials he submitted for approval when Pipe Trades Technologies qualified to be an approved Natural Gas Fitter Training provider. Director Marquette thanked Mr. Fishpaw for his contribution and requested that he send the materials to Chairman Radtka and himself for review. Chairman Radtka requested that the matter be tabled until the Board was able to review the materials submitted by Mr. Fishpaw. 

NEW BUSINESS

2024 Code Adoption:
Director Marquette began a discussion on the adoption of the 2024 plumbing and gas codes by stating that the Division of Labor and Industry was in the process of adopting its 2024 codes and that he would like the Board to adopt the updated codes as well. He requested that the Board begin drafting a regulation to adopt the 2024 codes.  

Mr. Hinkhaus moved that the Board the 2024 editions of the applicable plumbing and gas codes. The motion was seconded by Mr. Stokes and unanimously approved by the Board. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Director Marquette reported that the District of Columbia Board of Industrial Trades (D.C.) plumbing reciprocal licensing agreement had been approved by D.C. and that a public announcement would be made once he received the signed agreement from D.C. He then reported that a final draft of the proposed HVACR Reciprocity agreement with been sent to D.C. for review and that he anticipated it would be finalized by the end of February. Director Marquette added that he was still in talks with the West Virginia Board of Plumbing and had made contact with Virginia Board for Contractors  to begin drafting a reciprocity agreement. He stated that he would keep the Board abreast of any updates as they are available.  

COUNSEL’S REPORT

Counsel did not offer but did inform the Board that a Closed Session would be needed to review a recommended decision from an Administrative Law Judge in a case that was brought against a plumber. She explained the process, the Board’s authority and discretion, and the requirement that it consider and issue a Proposed Order. 

CHAIR’S REPORT

The Chairman did not offer a report but did allow Ms. Savage to address the Board. Ms. Savage thanked the Board for their time and asked if it was possible for a licensee to obtain their exam score after passing a license exam. Ms. Savage stated that she represented a client who had requested their exam score from PSI several times and had not been provided with the requested information. They were then advised by PSI that they would not provide the applicant with their exam score and suggested they contact Board for assistance. She added that at the advice of Board staff she requested a letter of good standing on the individual’s behalf, but the letter reported the licensee’s exam score as pass/fail without providing the exam score. Mr. Stokes asked staff to confirm that the letter of good standing did not contain the exam score, as he was able to obtain his exam score from Baltimore County in the past. Ms. Thornton confirmed that letters of good standing issued by the Board only reported exam information as pass/fail. Chairman Radtka asked Director Marquette if he was able to assist Ms. Savage and her client with obtaining the client’s exam score. Counsel explained to Ms. Savage that Director Marquette would be able to respond directly to the licensee after his identity had been verified but that he would not be able to provide any information directly to Ms. Savage without the licensee’s written approval. Director Marquette confirmed that he would respond directly to the licensee with the requested information, as they contacted him prior to the meeting with the request. Ms. Savage thanked the Board and Director Marquette for their time and assistance. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144984246]CLOSED SESSION

[bookmark: _Hlk191542999][bookmark: _Hlk126665695]The State Board of Plumbing convened in a closed session to review a proposed decision from an Administrative Law Judge at 11:03 a.m., via Google Meet, pursuant to § 3-305(b)(2) and (7) of the Gen. Prov. Art., Md. Ann. Code, to protect the privacy and reputation of an applicant or licensee and to obtain advice provided by Counsel regarding the license applications and litigation upon a motion by Mr. Stokes, which was seconded by Mr. Parker, and by a roll call vote, unanimously approved.
REVIEW OF PROPOSED DECISION:

Ms. Klepsig did not attend the Closed Session meeting and did not participate after the Board reconvened its Business Meeting. 

Case No.: PLUM 24-0010 
Counsel presented a Proposed Decision and recommended order of an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) at the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH). The Respondent was alleged to have pulled six (6) permits in Anne Arundel County while a journey plumber using the license of the Complainant, a licensed Master Plumber/Gas Fitter, without their knowledge or consent. The Complainant discovered that the Respondent had used his license to obtain permits after being contacted by a homeowner regarding a job that failed inspection. The Complainant filed a complaint with the Anne Arundel County Permit’s Office, and the MD State Board of Plumbing. The ALJ found that the Respondent used the Complainant’s license to obtain six (6) permits without the Complainant’s knowledge or consent, and to have provided services outside of the scope of a journey license, and that the Respondent had plead guilty in a criminal case to having performed plumbing work without a proper license. The ALJ recommended a $2,500 civil monetary penalty for each of  four (4) violations for a total of $10,0000. The ALJ also recommended that his license be revoked by the Board until such time as the Board chose to reinstate his license. Counsel affirmed that the Respondent would not be eligible to have his license reinstated before the monetary sanction had been paid.  

Mr. Stokes asked Counsel about the effect of the revocation. Counsel explained that a revoked license could not be reinstated until an imposed monetary sanction had been paid and that a license could remain revoked indefinitely and explained the process for reinstatement if applicable. Mr. Stokes also asked whether the Board could modify the monetary penalty. Counsel confirmed that the Board had the discretion to modify any of the ALJ’s recommended sanctions. 

After some discussion, a motion to accept the ALJ’s Proposed Decision in Case No.: PLUM 24-0010 was made by Mr. Hancock, seconded by Mr. Stokes, and unanimously approved by the Board.  

Mr. Hancock moved to exit the Closed Session, seconded by Mr. Hinkhaus, and unanimously approved by the Board at 11:22 a.m. The Board reconvened its Business Meeting at 11:24 a.m. 

A motion to accept the findings of the Closed Session was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Stokes, and unanimously approved. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the January 15, 2026, Business Meeting was made by Mr. Hancock, seconded by Stokes, and unanimously approved by the Board. The meeting was adjourned at 11:28 a.m.  

__________________________                        ______________
Charles Marquette                                                    Date
Executive Director

Signed on behalf of the Board as voted and approved on: ________
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