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MEMBERS 
IN ATTENDANCE:                       Joseph Petito, Chair	
			              Pamela Gray	
			               Jeffery Wilson, II
		                              Michelle Sotka
				Jeffery Lawson
				Kevin Harris

ABSENT MEMBER:		Joan Pratt

	
				

DLLR OFFICIALS/STAFF:	Christopher Dorsey, Executive Director
				Robert Pambianco, Legal Counsel
				Sharron McNeill, Office Supervisor
Shemirra Massie, Administrative Officer I
Aajah Harris, Office of the Commissioner


OTHERS PRESENT:	Marybeth Helpern, MACPA
Kausar Syed
	

	
The December 2, 2025, Maryland Board of Public Accountancy meeting was called to order at 9:02 AM by Mr. Joseph Petito, Chair.

Upon a motion (I) by Ms. Gray and seconded by Mr. Wilson, the November 4, 2025, meeting minutes were unanimously approved without corrections.

Chairman’s Report
Mr. Petito began by stating how much he enjoyed attending the MACPA Swearing-In Ceremony for new CPAs. He gave a brief overview of the speech he gave during the ceremony and highlighted two recurring issues: the significant number of DUI cases that come to the Board’s attention, and the complaints that often arise during clients’ divorce proceedings. He emphasized the importance of avoiding situations that could jeopardize their professional standing, noting that these matters represent a disproportionate share of the Board’s disciplinary workload. The message was well-received.
Also, Mr. Petito acknowledged Secretary Wu, who administered the oath, and the Board members who attended: Mr. Wilson, Mr. Lawson, Ms. Slotka, and former Board member Barrett Young.
Upon a motion (II) by Mr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Wilson, the Chairman’s Report was unanimously approved. 

Executive Director’s Report
 
Mr. Dorsey began by echoing Mr. Petito’s remarks regarding the recent swearing-in ceremony and how it was a pleasure to see everyone in person and to celebrate the newly licensed CPAs who have worked so hard to reach this milestone. 
Also, Mr. Dorsey introduced the newest Consumer Member, Mr. Kevin Harris. Mr. Harris introduced himself to the Board and gave a brief summary of his background. Afterward, the Board members and staff introduced themselves to Mr. Harris as well.
Upon a motion (III) by Ms. Gray seconded by Mr. Wilson, the Board unanimously approved the Executive Director’s report.

Exam Appeals

There were zero (0) Exam Appeals

Committee Report Numbers

The Board voted to review and approve the committee numbers and agreed that discussion will occur only if any issues or discrepancies arise with the figures.

Upon a motion (IV) by Mr. Wilson and seconded by Ms. Sotka, the Board unanimously approved the Committee Report data. 

Unfinished Business

None

New Business 

Mr. Petito announced that his term on the Board has concluded and that this meeting will be his final one. He expressed appreciation to the Governor for extending his term, which allowed him to continue serving as Board Chair for several additional months. As his service now comes to an end, he noted that the Board will need a member to volunteer to assume the role of Chair. He invited anyone interested in serving to step forward.  Mr. Wilson volunteered to serve as Chairperson. No other nominations were made, and Mr. Wilson was elected unanimously. The Board expressed its appreciation, and he was congratulated on assuming the role. It was noted that serving on the Board is an honor and serving as Chair is an even greater responsibility. The meeting then proceeded to the next agenda item.
 
Correspondence 

None

MACPA Report to the Board
Presented by: Mary Beth Halpern on behalf of the Maryland Association of CPAs (MACPA)
Ms. Halpern thanked the Board for the opportunity to provide the report and joined others in expressing appreciation to the Board members and staff who attended the recent New CPA Swearing-In Ceremony. She noted that more than 60 new CPAs were sworn in by Secretary Wu, with over 125 family members and guests in attendance. The event was considered a great success, and the new venue proved to be an effective location. She extended her thanks to everyone who participated.
Ms. Halpern provided an update on the New Licensure Pathway legislation, stating that the status remains unchanged at this time. A bill is expected to be filed either in late December or early January, and MACPA will continue to keep the Board informed as developments occur.
Finally, on behalf of the MACPA, Ms. Halpern expressed sincere appreciation to Chairman Petito for his outstanding service and leadership during his two terms on the Board. She noted that his guidance has strengthened the profession and extended well-wishes for his future endeavors.
Public Questions and Comments

None

Closed Session

Upon a motion (V) by Mr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Wilson, the Board voted to move to a closed session at 9:26 am via a Google Meets teleconference, where log-in information was only provided to Board members and staff. 

Persons present: Petito, Wilson II, Lawson, Sotka, Gray, and Harris (members), as well as Dorsey, McNeill, and Massie (Staff), and Pambianco (counsel).

The purpose of this session was to protect confidential attorney-client communications and licensing information shielded by the Maryland Public Information Act in regard to an application (as permitted by Sections 3-305(b)(7) and (b)(13) of the Open Meetings law), as well as to receive the Complaint Committee Report and the minutes of its November closed session, administrative functions not subject to the Open Meetings law pursuant to Section 3-103(a)(1)(i) of the General Provisions article. Topics of Discussion: application disclosure, complaint committee report, minutes of November closed session. Actions taken: The Board voted to allow an application to proceed and to approve the complaint committee report and the November closed session minutes.



Return to Open Session

Upon Motion (VI) by Mr. Wilson and seconded by Mr. Lawson, the Board unanimously approved the motion made during the Closed Session.

[bookmark: _Hlk213663649]Upon a motion (VII) by Mr. Wilson and seconded by Ms. Sotka the Board adjourned at 9:48 am.

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, January 6, 2026, via Google Meets teleconferencing at 9:00 AM

_________ With corrections                 ______x___Without corrections 
		
      
    Signature on file				1/6/2026				
       ____________________                                      ________________________
           Chairman                                                       		Date 		
www.dlllr.state.md.us/license/cpa/
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]WES MOORE, GOVERNOR  |  ARUNA MILLER, LT. GOVERNOR  |   PORTIA WU, SECRETARY 

3
image1.png
mMaryland

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR




