
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

September 24, 2012
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Patricia Snell, Chair

Fredric “Rob” Bader, Vice Chair



Kay Corbin-Riddle


 
Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau
Michael Canet

James Marshall 




Elsa Nastase
ABSENT:

Frank Russell

OTHERS

William Jensten, MSA
PRESENT:

Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA

Pedro Velez, Individual Tax Preparer

DLLR STAFF
Matthew Lawrence, Counsel

PRESENT:

Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director 




Alicia Coar, Board Secretary
1. CALL TO ORDER

Patricia Snell, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM. 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Kay Corbin-Riddle, seconded by Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the August 13, 2012 meeting, with no corrections.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Interim Changes/Renewals – Mr. Blackstone reported that new web pages for Interim Changes and Renewals are progressing at a reasonable pace. He is working closely with IT Manager, Joe Petrosino, to make necessary changes to the web site. Registered tax preparers will be notified by email 60 days in advance of their expiration date, therefore it will be necessary for registrants to update their email address. The Interim Change page will allow registrants to update their name, address, phone number, and email address. Since the majority of registrations were released in December (2011), January, and February (2012), Mr. Blackstone has been considering a proposal from the IT department to stagger renewals throughout the year. The Board suggested that one in 25 renewals be audited for CPE compliance.
IRS Nationwide Tax Forum – Mr. Blackstone attended the 2012 IRS Nationwide Tax Forum in New York City from August 28-30, with the purpose of meeting IRS officials and advising them of the Board’s mandate and to build a relationship with the IRS. Although informative, meeting IRS officials was only moderately successful.
CERCA – Mr. Blackstone asked Mr. Pedro Velez to speak to the Board Members about the Council for Electronic Revenue Communication Advancement (CERCA). Mr. Velez had suggested that the opportunity to meet high-level IRS officials may be better served by attending a CERCA meeting and possibly becoming a member. Mr. Velez provided the Board with sample agendas from previous CERCA meetings in order to illustrate the caliber of speakers. Mr. Blackstone reported that he had been invited to the November 13 CERCA meeting in Arlington, VA.
4. OLD BUSINESS

No Old Business
5. NEW BUSINESS
O&P Board Member Register – Mr. Blackstone received an information request from the Commissioner, Harry Loleas, asking for the position of each of the board member as it relates to the Tax Preparer’s Statute, Section 21-202. Membership.
1) A member of a nonprofit tax program or nonprofit consumer for membership on the Board: Rob Bader
2) A commercial individual tax preparer who has been in practice in the State for more than 10 years and has at least 200 employees: Frank Russell
3) Member of the Maryland Association of Certified Public Accountants: James Marshall
4) A member of the Maryland Society of Accountants, Inc.: Patricia Snell
5) A member of the Maryland State Bar Association: Michael Canet
6) A member of the National Association of Enrolled Agents: Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau
Maryland CPE Requirement – Patricia Snell, Chair, introduced a letter from Sandy Steinwedel of the Maryland Society of Accountants, Inc. (MSA), in which Ms. Steinwedel outlines MSA’s commitment to offering a minimum of 2 qualifying hours of Maryland specific tax law seminars every year in order for participants to meet the 4-hour Maryland CPE requirement over a two year period. These courses will be available via live streaming to those tax preparers who are located outside easy access to metropolitan areas. 
6. CORRESPONDENCE
No Correspondence
7. NEXT MEETING DATE

The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, November 19, 2012 at 1:00 PM.
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by James Marshall, seconded by Mike Canet and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to go into Executive Session. The Board went into Executive Session at 2:00.
9. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Else Nastase and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to return to Public Session. The Board returned to public session at 2:30. 

Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Elsa Nastase, seconded by Rob Bader and unanimously carried to accept the report.
10. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, a motion was made by Rob Bader, seconded by Kay Corbin-Riddle and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:45 PM.  
​​_____ With corrections

_​​​​​​​​_X   _ Without corrections

      Patricia Snell   





 November 19, 2012__

        Patricia Snell, Chair
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