
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

October 17, 2011
TIME:


1:30 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Patricia Snell, Chair




Fredric “Robert” Bader
Michael Canet



Kay Corbin-Riddle




Elsa Nastase




ABSENT:

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, Vice Chair


 




James Marshall
Frank Russell

DLLR STAFF
Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director
PRESENT:

Matthew Lawrence, Counsel



Alicia Coar, Board Secretary

OTHERS

Sandy Steinwedel, MD Society of Accountants

PRESENT:

Monica James, Comptroller’s Office



1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Patricia Snell called the meeting to order at 1:40 PM.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Elsa Nastase, seconded by Kay Corbin-Riddle and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the September 26, 2011 meeting. 
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Registrations - Mr. Blackstone reported that 148 individual tax preparers were registered with the State of Maryland to date, and that the rate of registration appears to be picking up.

Outreach – Mr. Blackstone advised the Board that he had accepted several speaking engagements at meetings and conventions of tax professionals. The first of these will be at an MSA seminar on Friday, October 21 in Columbia.

Mr. Blackstone will also speak at the four Fed/State Tax Institutes in November, sponsored by the Comptroller. The dates are 11/01 (Easton); 11/04 (Frederick); 11/07 (Greenbelt); 11/15 (Baltimore). The last engagement is for the annual meeting of the MD, DC, DEL chapter of NATP in Baltimore on December 1. 
Vice Chair Prioleau will speak at the November 3rd MSA seminar. This prompted the Board to agree that the message should be essentially the same, whenever Board members or the ED address a seminar or meeting. Mr. Blackstone will prepare a Power Point presentation, which he will share with the Board. His presentation will focus on frequently asked questions from tax preparers received by his office. Mr. Canet suggested, and the Board agreed, that questions from the floor that could not readily be answered should be forwarded by email to the Board for review.  

Complaint Committee – Mr. Blackstone and Committee Chair, Mike Canet, met for the first time today at 1:00 PM with Mr. Kris King, litigation counsel assigned to the Board. At the meeting, Mr. King explained the procedure for dealing with complaints. Mr. Blackstone advised the Board that several complaints were filed over the last year with the CPA Board and held for the Individual Tax Preparers Board’s jurisdiction. The Complaint Committee consists of Chair, Michael Canet, and committee member, James Marshall. 
4. OLD BUSINESS

Status of new regulations: 
· Code of Professional Conduct, COMAR 09.38.01.05
· Continuing Education (CPE), COMAR 09.38.02.01-.05.
Matt Lawrence, AAG, explained the promulgation process for the new regulations proposed at the October Board Meeting. Mr. Lawrence hopes to see the proposed regulations in the November 18th issue of the Maryland Register. A 30-day comment period follows, ending on December 19, 2011. The earliest the Board could adopt the regulations as final would be January 3, 2012. If the Board waits until its meeting scheduled for January 23 to adopt final regulations, the earliest they would appear in the Maryland Register would be February 10, 2012. 
5. NEW BUSINESS

2012 Meeting Calendar – At the request of Vice Chair Prioleau (in absentia), the discussion of the meeting schedule for 2012 was tabled until the next Board meeting on November 14, 2011. Chair Snell asked the Board members to consider changes to days, times, and frequency of future Board meetings.  

Goals for 2012 – Chair Snell asked Board members what goals they may have for 2012. AAG Matt Lawrence said he would like to see the Continuing Education audit process in place. Mr. Blackstone hopes to have the complaint data base up and running.

6. CORRESPONDENCE

The administration continues to receive questions about registration from tax practitioners, mostly through email enquiries. Mr. Blackstone responds via email with advice from AAG Matt Lawrence. On some occasions, such as delinquent applications, Mr. Blackstone will write a letter on DLLR letterhead, in order to get the recipient’s attention.
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Board went into Executive Session at 2:30

8. PUBLIC SESSION

The Board returned to public session at 3:30. On the issue of Jurisdiction, upon further investigation, in light of amendments made by the General Assembly prior to the enactment of the Maryland Individual Tax Preparer's Act, the definition of "individual tax preparation services" in Section 21-101(f) of the Business Occupations and Professions Article can be read to include services provided to both individuals as well as business entities.  In the absence of further legislative action by the General Assembly, or any decisions on this issue by Maryland's appellate courts, the Board will so interpret the law.
Complaint Committee Report: A motion was made to accept the Committee report by Elsa Nastase and seconded by Rob Bader. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

9. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, November 14, 2011 at 1:30 PM.

10. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Rob Bader and seconded by Mike Canet and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3:35 PM.  
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