
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

November 14, 2011
TIME:


1:30 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Patricia Snell, Chair




Fredric “Robert” Bader
Michael Canet



Kay Corbin-Riddle




Elsa Nastase

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, Vice Chair




ABSENT:

James Marshall
Frank Russell

DLLR STAFF
Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director
PRESENT:

Matthew Lawrence, Counsel



Alicia Coar, Board Secretary

OTHERS

Sandy Steinwedel, MD Society of Accountants

PRESENT:

Monica James, Comptroller’s Office



1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Patricia Snell called the meeting to order at 1:37 PM.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Michael Canet, seconded by Else Nastase and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2011 meeting, as corrected.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported that the rate of registration is increasing, with 342

individual tax preparers registered with the State of Maryland to date, and 426 in the pending file.

IRS Contact – Mr. Blackstone met with Mr. Kyle Roberts, Government Liaison for Communications on Tuesday, November 8, to explore the possibility of a direct electronic link to the IRS in order to verify PTIN numbers assigned to Maryland applicants for registration. At present, we ask the applicant to verify his/her PTIN by sending us a copy of the online PTIN Registration Confirmation screen OR the Welcome Letter they receive from the IRS subsequent to their PTIN Application Confirmation. This demand and wait for the correct document delays the registration process, as many applicants send the wrong document. The large number of applicants in our “Pending File” cannot be cleared for registration until we receive the correct verification document. 

Mr. Roberts was sympathetic to our problem and understood our desire to “clear” our pending file. He suggested two solutions, the quickest to implement being a “secure data transfer” not subject to a “safeguard procedure report.” Mr. Roberts promised to get things moving in that direction. 
Outreach – Mr. Blackstone reported on four presentations, one to the MSA in Columbia and three to Fed/State seminars in Easton, Frederick, and Greenbelt. Mr. Blackstone will continue his presentation at the fourth and last Fed/State seminar this year in Baltimore on 11/15. There has been a good turn-out and the presentation seems well received by the audience. Mr. Blackstone took the opportunity to stress to the audience the importance of sending in the correct documents when registering. (Ms. Alicia Carr, Board Secretary, prepared examples of correct and incorrect documents for this Board meeting.)
4. OLD BUSINESS

Status of new regulations: 
· Code of Professional Conduct, COMAR 09.38.01.05
· Continuing Education (CPE), COMAR 09.38.02.01-.05.
The two sets of regulations came back from AELR today, and the Attorney General, Elizabeth Trimble, sent them on to the Maryland Register for publication on December 2nd.
A 30-day comment period follows.
5. NEW BUSINESS

2012 Meeting Calendar – The Board members approved dates for seven public meetings in 2012. The Board will publish the meeting dates in the Maryland Register and on the DLLR Calendar The meeting time was changed to 1:00 p.m. 
6. CORRESPONDENCE

The Board addressed two questions from “Sandy” Steinwedel, Executive Director of MSA, on behalf of MSA.
· How to interpret the phrase, “[disclosure] at an initial meeting”, § 21-403(b)(2)(i) for an existing client. 
Answer - Matt Lawrence, AAG & Board Counsel, suggested that, even if the client was not a new client, the tax preparer should disclose the required information at his/her earliest opportunity.

· Clarification of the definition of § 21-101(f). Is it meant to include all returns in the definition of “Provide individual tax preparation services” in light of the deletion of the word “personal” from Chapter 623 version of Senate Bill 817 (2008)?
Answer - In the absence of further legislative action by the General Assembly, or any decisions on this issue by Maryland's appellate courts, the Board will interpret the definition of "individual tax preparation services" in Section 21-101(f) of the Business Occupations and Professions Article, to include services provided to both individuals as well as business entities and for all returns. 
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Board went into Executive Session at 2:30
8. PUBLIC SESSION

The Board returned to public session at 3:05. 
· Executive Session: “Item A”
A motion was made by Vice Chair, “Teddy” Prioleau, seconded by Elsa Nastase, to approve registration for Item A. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

· Complaint Committee Report: 
A motion was made to accept the Committee report, as submitted, by Rob Bader and seconded by Kay Corbin-Riddle. The motion carried by unanimous vote.
9. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, December 12, 2011 at 1:30 PM.

10. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Elsa Nastase and seconded by Rob Bader and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3:35 PM.  
_____ With corrections

___X__ Without corrections
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