
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 


May 14, 2012
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Patricia Snell, Chair




Kay Corbin-Riddle


 
Fredric “Robert” Bader 




Frank Russell


 

Michael Canet

Elsa Nastase



ABSENT:

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, Vice Chair 

James Marshall
DLLR STAFF

Harry Loleas, Commissioner
PRESENT:

Erica White, Deputy Commissioner

Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director 



Matthew Lawrence, Counsel 

Alicia Coar, Board Secretary

OTHERS

Sandy Steinwedel, MD Society of Accountants

PRESENT:

Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA



Pedro Velez, Individual Tax Preparer





1. CALL TO ORDER

Patricia Snell, Chair called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Frank Russell, seconded by Michael Canet and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the February 13, 2012 meeting, with corrections.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported an increase in registrations from 2866 to 3332

individual tax preparers and a reduction from 334 to 21 applicants in the pending file since the last Board meeting. The significant reduction in applicants in the pending file was made possible with the help of a second IRS File confirming the applicants’ PTIN. 
Mr. Blackstone added that the IRS file was useful in confirming current applicants for registration, but now the priority should shift to identifying those tax preparers who have not even applied for registration. Mr. Blackstone reported that he had connected with Ms. Linda Tanton, Deputy Comptroller, in order to request access to a data base of preparers by name or PTIN that appear on Maryland tax returns for 2011. 
Harry Loleas – Mr. Blackstone introduced Harry Loleas as the new Commissioner of DLLR.
4. OLD BUSINESS

MSA Event – Status of event sponsored by the Maryland Society of Accountants (MSA) for the new Registered Tax Preparers in the State of MD – Tuesday, June 26th at the Sheraton Columbia: Sandy Steinwedel, Executive Director of the MSA, invited Board members to attend the reception from 3:30-6:00 PM. 

5. NEW BUSINESS
Erica White – Patricia Snell, Chair introduced Erica White to the Board Members as the new Deputy Commissioner of DLLR. 

Changes to Legislation – It was proposed that a penalty clause applicable to “a person,” similar to those found in the laws of other professional boards, be added to the Tax Preparers Act, in order to apply to those persons who are neither registered, nor applicants, but who are otherwise in violation of the law.

Other discussion centered around the possible confusion between the definition of “Provide individual tax preparation services” found in § 21-102. “Definitions” and the interpretation of exemption 5 found in § 21-102(b). “Exempt individuals.” It was decided that, rather than attempting to change the law without an actual challenge to its meaning, a regulation could be drafted to explain the Board’s interpretation of the phrase “performance of official duties,” found in exemption 5.
6. CORRESPONDENCE

WebCE, an IRS approved Continuing Education (CE) Sponsor, asked whether their anticipated Maryland tax-related courses would need to be reviewed by the Board. Matthew Lawrence, Board Counsel, cited § 21-309(e), which says that the Board “may” enter into written agreements, but that the Board may choose not to. There is currently no registration or approval required for sponsors of CE, and that potential sponsors should consult the CE regulations at COMAR 09.38.02.
7. REGISTRATION DENIAL HEARINGS

The hearing for Paul Washington began at 3:00 PM and ended at 4:55 PM. 

The hearing for Angalia Moore began at 5:10 PM and ended at 5:45 PM.

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Mike Canet and seconded by Kay Corbin-Riddle for the Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went into Executive Session at 5:50

9. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Mike Canet and seconded by Rob Bader for the Board to return to Public Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board returned to public session at 6:05. 

A motion was made and seconded that the application for Paul Washington be accepted.  Motion carried.

A motion was made and seconded that the application for Angalia Moore be denied.  Motion carried.

A motion was made and seconded that Case # EX-A512 be accepted.  Motion carried.  

As a result of the hearings, 2 applications with license denial (LD) were brought before the Board in Executive Session.   One application with convictions (EX) was brought before the Board. Motions were made and seconded in each case. The following shows the dispositions of the motions:  



Motion 

to Accept
Second 
Opposed
DECISION
LD-12001

√

√



3-2



EX-A0512

√

√ 



5-0



Motion 

to Deny
LD-12002

√

√



4-0 with 1 Abstention 

Complaint Committee Report – Due to the lateness of meeting, the complaint committee report was tabled until the next meeting.
10. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, June 25, 2012 at 1:00 PM.
11. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mike Canet and seconded by Rob Bader and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 6:20 PM.  
_____ With corrections

_​​​​​​​​____ Without corrections
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