
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

June 25, 2012
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Patricia Snell, Chair

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, Vice Chair




Kay Corbin-Riddle


 
Fredric “Rob” Bader 

Michael Canet

James Marshall 

ABSENT:

Frank Russell

Elsa Nastase
DLLR STAFF
 Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director 

PRESENT:

 Matthew Lawrence, Counsel



 Alicia Coar, Board Secretary
1. CALL TO ORDER

Patricia Snell, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:15 PM.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Rob Bader, seconded by Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the May 14, 2012 meeting, with corrections.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported an increase in registrations to 3343
and a reduction to 11 applicants in the pending file since the last Board meeting. 
Mr. Blackstone added that the IRS file was useful in confirming current applicants for registration, but now the priority should shift to identifying those tax preparers who have not even applied for registration. Mr. Blackstone reported that he had connected with Ms. Linda Tanton, Deputy Comptroller, in order to request access to a data base of preparers by name or PTIN that appear on Maryland tax returns for 2011. Ms. Tanton has agreed to the request and has asked Rhea Reed, Director of the Revenue Administration Division, to work with Mr. Blackstone.
MACPA - Mr. Blackstone will be attending the 2012 Innovation Summit on Wednesday June 27, 2012, to hear an update on Tax PTIN & Compliance and other sessions.
IRS Tax Forum – Mr. Blackstone will be attending the August Tax Forum in NYC with the intention of connecting with IRS officials in the quest for a searchable data-base in order to verify the status of PTINs of Maryland Registered Tax Preparers and/or applicants. 
4. OLD BUSINESS

Reminder: MSA Event –Maryland Society of Accountants (MSA) for the new Maryland Registered Tax Preparers – Tuesday, June 26th at the Sheraton Columbia. Patricia Snell, Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, and Rob Bader will be attending the event, along with Harry Loleas and Douglas Blackstone. 
Patricia Snell, Chair, reminded Board members to complete and submit their state-mandated financial disclosure forms on-line. Mr. Blackstone will provide the link.

5. NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Blackstone informed the Board Members that Ms. Erica White has left her position as Deputy Commissioner of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing for DLLR. 
Changes to Legislation – Matt Lawrence, Counsel, submitted language for new section 21-405 in order that a penalty clause applicable to “a person,” similar to those found in the laws of other professional boards, be added to the Tax Preparers Act. In addition to registered preparers and applicants, the new section would apply to those persons who are neither registered, nor applicants, but who are otherwise in violation of the law. A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by James Marshall and unanimously carried to accept the language of the new section 21-405.
A lively and in-depth discussion centered around the Board’s interpretation of exemption 5 found in § 21-102(b) and the practical challenges to that interpretation by those tax preparers who stand to gain by a loose interpretation that would allow almost any employee to be exempt. It was decided that, rather than changing the law without an actual challenge to its meaning, an attempt would be made to draft a regulation that explains the Board’s interpretation of the phrase “performance of official duties” found in exemption 5.
Wish List Folder: Patricia Snell, Chair asked Alicia Coar to keep a “wish-list” folder for Legislation for the coming year.  
6. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Rob Bader and unanimously carried for the Board to go into Executive Session. The Board went into Executive Session at 2:30.
7. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, seconded by James Marshall and unanimously carried for the Board to return to Public Session. The Board returned to public session at 2:45. 

With regard to applications with convictions, a motion was made and seconded that Case # EX-A612 be accepted. The motion carried. A motion was made and seconded that Case # EX-B612 be denied. The motion carried.

Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Kay Corbin-Riddle, seconded by Rob Bader and unanimously carried to accept the report.
8. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, August 13, 2012 at 1:00 PM.
9. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, seconded by Rob Bader and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3:00 PM.  
​​_____ With corrections

_​​​​​​​​_X__ Without corrections
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