STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

February 13, 2012
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Patricia Snell, Chair
Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, Vice Chair 



James Marshall 


 
Fredric “Robert” Bader 




Frank Russell


 
Michael Canet

Elsa Nastase



ABSENT:

Kay Corbin-Riddle
DLLR STAFF
Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director
PRESENT:

Matthew Lawrence, Counsel



Alicia Coar, Board Secretary

OTHERS

Sandy Steinwedel, MD Society of Accountants

PRESENT:

Theresa Rasche, MD Society of Accountants



Pedro Velez, Individual Tax Preparer





1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Snell called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Michael Canet, seconded by Elsa Nastase and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the January 24, 2012 meeting, without corrections.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported that registrations have increased to 2866 individual tax preparers registered with the State of Maryland to date with 334 in the pending file. Mr. Blackstone thanked Ms. Alicia Coar, Board Secretary, for her hard work in dealing with the increasing number of registrations.
IRS Contact – Mr. Blackstone reported that the administration had received the first secure file transfer from the IRS matching Social Security Numbers of applicants in our pending file with valid PTIN numbers for  PTIN verification. Mr. Blackstone said that he and Ms. Coar were initially finding the file somewhat cumbersome, but that, ultimately, it should be a useful tool to clearing the pending file of applicants waiting to complete the registration process.
Mike Canet suggested that the Maryland Comptroller may have a database of preparers by PTIN numbers that appear on Maryland tax returns for 2011 that could be useful to our Board, particularly to locate those preparers who have not yet registered with our Board but are preparing Maryland returns.
Improvements to Web Page – Mr. Blackstone reported that he expects the “Registration Search” tab to be operational by the end of the week (February 17). Each page will carry the following disclaimer, “Attorneys, CPAs, and Enrolled Agents, due to their particular requirements for qualification and certification, are exempt from Maryland Registration and will not appear in your search.”
Stanley Botts – Mr. Blackstone circulated a card from Commissioner Stanley Botts, addressed to the Board, wishing the Board well following Mr. Botts’ retirement in January 2012. 
4. OLD BUSINESS

Status of new regulations: 
Final Action:
· Code of Professional Conduct, COMAR 09.38.01.05
· Continuing Education (CPE), COMAR 09.38.02.01-.05.
Counsel Matthew Lawrence reported that the two sets of final regulations will be published in the Maryland Register, Friday, February 24, 2011, and they will become effective on March 5, 2012. 
5. NEW BUSINESS
MSA Event – Sandy Steinwedel spoke of the event sponsored by the Maryland Society of Accountants for new Registered Tax Preparers in the State of MD. The event will take place on Tuesday, June 26th from 3:30 – 6:00 PM at the Sheraton in Columbia. From a list of Maryland registered tax preparers, the first 250 to respond to her invitation can be accommodated. The number of Board members that can attend may be restricted by the “Open Meeting Rule” which rules that a public gathering that includes a majority of the Board may be considered an official meeting if any business is discussed. 
MSA Education Catalogue – Sandy Steinwedel said that MSA will provide space in their education catalog for a Tax Preparer Board entry. The catalog is mailed on April 10 to over 34K tax professionals. Information is needed by March 15th. Mr. Blackstone will see to a Board entry and thanked Ms. Steinwedel.
MSA Attendee – Chair Snell welcomed Theresa Rasche, Membership Coordinator of MSA. 

6. CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to discuss.
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Mike Canet and seconded by Frank Russell for the Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went into Executive Session at 1:40
8. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Vice Chair Prioleau and seconded by Frank Russell for the Board to return to Public Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board returned to public session at 3:00. 
8 applications with convictions were brought before the Board in Executive Session. Motions were made and seconded in each case. The following shows the dispositions of the motions:  



Motion 

to Accept
Second 
Opposed
DECISION
EX-A0212

√

√



ACCEPT - Unanimous EX-B0212

√

√



ACCEPT - U
EX-C0212

√

√ 



ACCEPT - U
EX-D0212

√

√



ACCEPT - U
EX-E0212

√

√



ACCEPT - U
EX-F0212

√

√



ACCEPT - U



Motion 

to Deny
EX-F1211

√

√



5-0 with 1 Recusal 

EX-C0112

√

√



6-0
Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Frank Russell and seconded by Vice Chair Prioleau and unanimously carried to accept the Complaint Committee Report.
9. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, May 14, 2012 at 1:00 PM.
10. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Vice Chair Prioleau and seconded by Mike Canet and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3:10 PM.  
__X___ With corrections

_​​​​​​​​____ Without corrections
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