STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

December 12, 2011
TIME:


1:30 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Patricia Snell, Chair




James Marshall 
Michael Canet



Kay Corbin-Riddle




Elsa Nastase

Frank Russell




ABSENT:

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, Vice Chair 
Fredric “Robert” Bader 
DLLR STAFF
Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director
PRESENT:

Matthew Lawrence, Counsel



Alicia Coar, Board Secretary

OTHERS

Tom Fargo, MD Society of Accountants

PRESENT:





1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Patricia Snell called the meeting to order at 1:32 PM.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Else Nastase, seconded by Kay Corbin-Riddle and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2011 meeting, without corrections.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported that the rate of registration is increasing, with 1042

individual tax preparers registered with the State of Maryland to date, and 364 in the pending file.

IRS Contact – Mr. Blackstone will meet with Mr. Kyle Roberts, Government Liaison for Communications on Tuesday, December 13, to further explore the possibility of a direct electronic link to the IRS in order to verify PTIN numbers assigned to Maryland applicants for registration. Mr. Roberts understands our desire to “clear” our pending file. He suggests two solutions, the quickest to implement being a “secure data transfer” not subject to a “safeguard procedure report.” Joe Petrosino, DLLR IT Professional will join the meeting in order to discuss file transfer protocol. 
Improvements to Web Page – Mr. Blackstone reported that improvements to the Board’s Web Page have slowed because of other DLLR IT tasks taking priority. In particular, DLLR is implementing a web-based application that will allow the printing of licenses/registrations by the applicants. This will eliminate the need for DLLR to print and mail same. The application will be first introduced to the larger Boards and eventually be applied to all the Professional and Occupational Boards. In the mean time, there is a move to localize authority for web page improvements directly to the Boards. 
Outreach – Mr. Blackstone reported that, at the six presentations he has given in the last 8 weeks, he has been asked about how exempt individuals, particularly enrolled agents, inform the public that they are NOT required to have a Maryland registration – and that the public should not expect a CPA, tax attorney, or enrolled agent to be registered with the State Board of Tax Preparers. Mike Canet suggested that an answer be added to our list of “FAQs.” Mr. Blackstone said that he would develop an FAQ and answer and submit it to the Board for comment before publication.  
4. OLD BUSINESS

Status of new regulations: 
· Code of Professional Conduct, COMAR 09.38.01.05
· Continuing Education (CPE), COMAR 09.38.02.01-.05.
The two sets of proposed regulations were published in the Maryland Register, Vol. 38, Issue 25, Friday, December 2, 2011. Comments will be accepted through January 3, 2012, and the Board will vote on Final Action at its Board Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, January 24, 2012.
2012 Meeting Calendar finalized – The Board members approved dates for seven public meetings in 2012. The meeting time is now 1:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 24

Monday, May 14

Monday, September 24


Monday, February 13

Monday, June 25

October – No Meeting
March – No Meeting

July – No Meeting

Monday, November 19
April – No Meeting


Monday, August 13

December – No Meeting
5. NEW BUSINESS
Status of Enrolled Agents – This topic was addressed in the Executive Director’s Report.

Required Disclosures – With regard to § 21-403(b)(ii), Mike Canet asked whether the public may assume that a registered tax preparer is not an exempt individual, if all other tax preparers in an office are identified as a CPA, tax attorney, or enrolled agent. Matt Lawrence, Board Counsel, offered that the law suggests otherwise, and that the individual tax preparer “shall disclose to the customer . . . that the individual tax preparer is not a CPA, an enrolled agent, or a tax attorney.”
6. CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Blackstone suggested that, in spite of the many emails and calls that he and the Board Secretary, Alicia Coar, receive, there was no correspondence for Board attention outside of Executive Session.
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Kay Corbin-Riddle and seconded by Elsa Nastase for the Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went into Executive Session at 2:00
8. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Mike Canet and seconded by Elsa Nastase for the Board to return to Public Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board returned to public session at 2:30. 
Decisions made by the Board in Executive Session – A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Elsa Nastase, and carried by unanimous vote, to approve registration for:

EX-A1211

EX-B1211

EX-D1211

EX-E1211
A motion was made by Kay Corbin-Riddle, seconded by Elsa Nastase, and carried by unanimous vote, with one abstention by Frank Russell, to approve registration for:

EX-C1211

A motion was made by Kay Corbin-Riddle, seconded by Mike Canet, and carried by unanimous vote to withhold approval of registration, pending further information for:

EX-F1211

There was no Complaint Committee Report.
9. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Tuesday, January 24, 2012 at 1:00 PM.

10. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Kay Corbin-Riddle and seconded by Elsa Nastase and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:45 PM.  
_____ With corrections

__X___ Without corrections
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