STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

August 13, 2012
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Patricia Snell, Chair

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, Vice Chair




Kay Corbin-Riddle


 
Fredric “Rob” Bader 

Michael Canet

James Marshall 




Elsa Nastase
ABSENT:

Frank Russell

Matthew Lawrence, Counsel
OTHERS

Sandy Steinwedel, MD Society of Accountants (MSA)
PRESENT:

Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA

Pedro Velez, Individual Tax Preparer

DLLR STAFF
Harry Loleas, O&P Commissioner

PRESENT:

Michael Vorgetts, O&P Deputy Commissioner



Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director 



 
Milena Trust, Counsel

Alicia Coar, Board Secretary
1. CALL TO ORDER

Patricia Snell, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:04 PM. Patricia Snell introduced Michael Vorgetts to the Board. Mr. Vorgetts is the new Deputy Commissioner of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Rob Bader, seconded by Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the June 25, 2012 meeting, with corrections.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported that registrations have leveled off to 3355, but he expects the number to increase, as the new tax season approaches. 
Collaboration with Maryland Comptroller – Mr. Blackstone reported that progress has been made to obtain access to a data base of preparers by name or PTIN that appear on Maryland tax returns for 2011. In working with several technicians from the Comptroller’s office of data processing, Mr. Blackstone discovered that the IRS provides the Comptroller with a quarterly secure file transfer of tax information on tax payers and tax preparers. The IRS sponsors a Data Exchange Program (DEP) to state tax administrations and distributes a yearly DEP Enrollment Package. Mr. Blackstone will contact the Board’s Government Liaison to enroll in only the extract that includes PTIN information, as the Board has no access or need for access to tax payer’s confidential information. With access to the IRS PTIN extract, the Board would no longer have to request applicants to submit PTIN documentation, thereby speeding up the registration process.
MACPA - Mr. Blackstone attended the 2012 Innovation Summit on Wednesday June 27, 2012, to hear an update on Tax PTIN & Compliance and other sessions. The PTIN update was led by Benson Goldstein.
IRS Tax Forum – Mr. Blackstone will be attending the August Tax Forum in NYC with the intention of connecting with IRS officials in order to obtain access to the PTIN extract mentioned above. With this access, the Board can verify the status of PTINs of Maryland Registered Tax Preparers and/or applicants. 
4. OLD BUSINESS

The Maryland Society of Accountants (MSA) reception for new Maryland Registered Tax Preparers was held Tuesday, June 26th at the Sheraton Columbia. Patricia Snell, Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, and Rob Bader attended the event, along with Harry Loleas and Douglas Blackstone. Mr. Blackstone thanked Patricia Snell for her well received speech at the function. Sandy Steinwedel, Executive Director of MSA, also offered positive remarks.
5. NEW BUSINESS
Changes to Legislation – New section 21-405, Civil Penalty, Unauthorized Practice, has been submitted for consideration during the 2013 Legislative Session, “for the purpose of clarifying the authority of the Board to impose a civil penalty against individuals who perform individual tax preparation services without a registration issued by the Board; and generally relating to the disciplinary authority of the Board.” In addition to registered preparers and applicants, the new section will apply to those persons who are neither registered, nor applicants, but who are otherwise in violation of the law. 
Changes to Regulations – The minutes of the June meeting reflect that the Board would entertain an attempt to draft a regulation that explains the Board’s interpretation of the phrase “performance of official duties” found in § 21-102(b)(5), (exemption 5). Mr. Blackstone offered wording for such a regulation. After discussion, the Board decided not to pursue drafting a regulation and, absent an actual challenge to its meaning, to allow the wording of exemption 5 found in § 21-102(b)(5) to stand.
Elections – Pursuant to COMAR 09.38.01.01, and because there was no meeting in July, the Board held elections for Chair and Vice Chair for 2012-2013.  Patricia Snell was nominated by Elsa Nastase, seconded by Michael Canet, and unanimously elected Chair for a further year. Fredric “Rob” Bader was nominated by Elsa Nastase, seconded by Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, and unanimously elected Vice Chair. 
6. CORRESPONDENCE
Instant Tax Service (ITS) – In a letter dated August 1, 2012, Ms. Geeta Darubra of the corporate legal department of Instant Tax Service notified all ITS franchisees of the Maryland registration requirements. A copy of the letter was sent to Mr. Blackstone, Executive Director, and received with thanks to ITS for its advice to ITS franchisees.
7. NEXT MEETING DATE

The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, September 24, 2012 at 1:00 PM.
8. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Michael Canet, seconded by Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:00 PM.  
​​_____ With corrections

  _X___ Without corrections
_      Patricia Snell
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