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CALL TO ORDER
Chair Patricia Snell called the meeting to order at 1:37 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion (I) was made by Elsa Nastase, seconded by Vice Chair Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau and unanimously carried  to approve the minutes of the July 18, 2011 meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS

Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director, reported that 84 tax preparers were registered with the State of Maryland to date.  Chair Snell mentioned that more than 700,000 Federal tax preparers nationwide have been registered with the IRS and obtained PTINs.  
Mr. Blackstone reported that revisions have been made to our State website to clarify the registration process and provide updated tax information with regard to the new tax laws.  Elsa Nastase mentioned that notification of the registration process in the County newspapers would be important for outreach.  Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator, will be instrumental in creating a tax preparer newsletter.  In addition, a press release will be informative to practitioners as well as consumers.
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Mike Canet asked the Board if anyone had heard feedback from the tax preparer registration process.  He mentioned that he had heard no negative responses.  Frank Russell mentioned that he had heard complaints as to the annual costs associated with the tax registration.
Both Teddy Prioleau and Mike Canet suggested that Board members have a standard response to questions regarding the Board’s purpose, in order to preserve continuity. 

OLD BUSINESS
Continuing Education (CE)
A purposeful discussion was headed by Matt Lawrence, AAG, with regard to the CE requirement in the Maryland statute of sixteen hours over two years versus the annual Federal CE requirement of 15 hours, and whether the State requirement can be met in part by the Federal requirement.  The Board expressed its opinion that four MD hours should be devoted to education specific to Maryland tax issues. These four hours would be in addition to any federal hours used to meet the State requirement, with the possible exception of hours devoted to “ethics.”
Matt Lawrence, AAG, proposed to have a draft of the educational regulations at the next meeting.  The Board should send Matt any comments via email.

CORRESPONDENCE

There have been several questions about registration from tax practitioners, mostly through email enquiries. Douglas Blackstone will email responses to practitioners and consumers who have tax questions.  

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

No complaints to report.

OTHER BUSINESS

No other business to report.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, motion (II) was made by Elsa Nastase, seconded by Frank Russell and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3 pm.  
_____  With Corrections


 
__X___  Without Corrections

The next Board meeting is scheduled for September 26, 2011 at 1:30 pm.
