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Call To Order

Commissioner George Fair Vice-Chair, called the regular meeting of the Commission of Real Estate Appraisers and Home Inspectors to order at 10:45 a.m.
Introduction of Denise Herndon
Administrator Schott introduced newly appointed consumer member, Denise Herndon to the Commission.  Ms. Herndon gave the Commission a brief summary of her background.
Election of Officers

Motion I was made by Commissioner McAdams, seconded by Commissioner Grewell and unanimously carried that George Fair be elected as Chair of the Commission of Real Estate Appraisers and Home Inspectors.  

Motion II was made by Commissioner McAdams, seconded by Commissioner Hanson and unanimously carried that Commissioner Hauser be elected as Vice-Chair of the Commission of Real Estate Appraisers and Home Inspectors.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the business meeting held on August 9, 2011 were approved without  corrections.  Motion (III) was made by Commissioner McAdams seconded by Commissioner Smith and unanimously carried that the minutes of the business meeting be approved without corrections.  Motion (IV) was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner McAdams and unanimously carried that the minutes of the executive session be approved without corrections.  
Education/Application Real Estate Appraiser Committee Report  

Commissioner McAdams reported that the Appraiser Education/Application Committee met on this date and reviewed and approved 12 courses.  Motion V was made by Commissioner Grewell seconded by Commissioner Jordan and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Real Estate Appraiser Education Committee.

Real Estate Appraiser Complaint Committee Report 

Commissioner McAdams reported to the Commission that the Appraiser Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting and reviewed many items of business, which had been placed before the Committee. The disposition of which was as follows:

Complaints 
-
   65
cases were reviewed;



     0
case was referred to investigation;




     5
cases were closed;




     2
case was referred to Precharge Review;




     0
cases were scheduled for informal hearings




    58   cases were tabled, or are currently being  

reviewed by investigators

The Appraiser Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting in Executive Session, pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508 (a)(7),  to receive the advice of counsel regarding the above-mentioned matters.  Motion VI was made by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Grewell that the Commission accept the report and recommendations of the Appraiser Complaint Committee.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision.

Home Inspector Complaint Committee
Commissioner Grewell reported that the Home Inspector Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting and reviewed nine complaints: one case was tabled; four cases were referred to Precharge Review for formal charges; two cases were dismissed; and two cases are to be scheduled for informal hearings.
The Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting in Executive Session, pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, §10-508(a)(7), to receive advice of counsel regarding the above mentioned matters.  

Motion VII was made by Commissioner McAdams, seconded by Commissioner Jordan that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Home Inspector Complaint Committee.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision.  
Home Inspector Education Committee

Commissioner Hanson reported that the Home Inspector Application Committee met and denied one request.  Motion VIII was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner McAdams, and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendation of the Home Inspector Application Committee.

Home Inspector Education Committee

Commissioner Hanson reported that the Home Inspector Education Committee met to discuss the committee’s ideas on the establishment and development of continuing education for home inspectors.

Final Action on COMAR 09.19.07.01B Fees Owed the Commission
Administrator Schott reported that Proposed Action on regulation under COMAR 09.19.07 - Fees was published in the Maryland Register.  She reported that more than 45 days had lapsed since its publication without any comments from the public and that the Commission can proceed with final adoption of the regulation.  Motion IX was made by Commissioner McAdams, seconded by Commissioner Hauser, and unanimously carried that the Commission take final action to adopt regulation .01 under COMAR 09.19.07. 

Reciprocity

Administrator Schott raised the issue of reciprocity to the Commission.  She explained that in 2008, the Commission adopted the firm date scenario of the Appraiser Qualifications Board (AQB) 2008 Criteria versus its option to adopt the segmented approach.  Under the firm date scenario any license or credential issued by a state appraiser regulatory body on or after January 1, 2008, must be in compliance with all components of the 2008 AQB Criteria, which include education, experience and examination.  The 2008 Criteria substantially increased the number of appraisal  education hours; established a requirement for a college degree and/or college level coursework;  and established a National Uniform State Real Property Appraiser Examination, that is significantly more comprehensive and tests the candidate’s ability not only to recall information learned in qualifying education offerings but to apply that knowledge to problem solving. 

Under the segmented approach, an applicant would have to meet the Criteria requirements in effect at the time he or she completes a particular component.  Any component completed prior to January 1, 2008, would satisfy the current criteria and there is no time limit as to how long a state may continue to recognize the segmented approach.

Administrator Schott explained that the Commission’s decision to adopt the 2008 Criteria, and other policy decisions, inherently created disparities between its program and those of other states. Those disparities, which created dissimilar licensing programs, lead to the Commission’s decision to rescind or restrict reciprocity with other States.  
Administrator Schott advised that each of the states with which the Commission reciprocated prior to 2009 adopted a segmented approach, but that does not mean that the Commission cannot consider resuming reciprocity with those states whose licensing programs were equal to Maryland’s program before January 1, 2008.  She recommended that the Commission consider resuming reciprocity with certain states with which it had reciprocity in 2009, and whose requirements prior to January 1, 2008 were equal to or exceeded those of the Commission. She offered to research the licensing requirements of those states to determine whether the Commission might wish to re-establish limited reciprocal agreements or policies with them. The Commission agreed with her recommendation.
AMC Hearing Board

Commissioner Hanson inquired as to the establishment of an appraisal management company (AMC) hearing board, which requires it to be comprised of one AMC representative member, one consumer member and one financial member.  AAG Kinstler advised that as there is only one AMC representative member on the Commission, that the AMC representative may also need to serve on the AMC Complaint Committee, which is generally avoided by other occupational and professional licensing boards and commissions.  The Commission determined to table the matter until such time AAG Kinstler could research the matter further.

Adjournment                  
There being no further business to discuss Motion X was made by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Hanson and unanimously carried that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
_____
Approved without corrections

_____
Approved with corrections

______________________________________________             __________________

George Fair, Chairperson
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