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Call To Order

Chairman George Fair called the regular meeting of the Commission of Real Estate Appraisers, Appraisal Management Companies, and Home Inspectors to order at 10:45 a.m.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the business meeting held on October 9, 2012 were approved without corrections.  A Motion was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner Grewell and unanimously carried that the minutes of the business meeting be approved without corrections.  A motion was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner Grewell, and unanimously carried that the minutes of the executive session be approved without corrections.
Real Estate Appraiser Complaint Committee Report 

Commissioner Rush reported to the Commission that the Appraiser Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting and reviewed many items of business, which had been placed before the Committee. The disposition of which was as follows:

Complaints 
-
 85      
cases were reviewed;




   8  
cases were referred to investigation;




   2
cases were dismissed;


                           2       cases were referred for informal hearings;



   2
cases were referred for technical review; and

                          71      cases were tabled.

The Appraiser Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting in Executive Session, pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,             §10-508(a)(7),  to receive the advice of counsel regarding the above-mentioned matters.  A Motion was made by Commissioner O'Farrell, seconded by Commissioner Hauser that the Commission accepts the report and recommendations of the Appraiser Complaint Committee.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision.

Appraiser Education Committee Report 

Commissioner Rush reported that the Appraiser Education Committee met on this date and reviewed and approved 10 courses.  A Motion was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner Hauser and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Real Estate Appraiser Education Committee.

Application Committee Report  

Commissioner O’Farrell reported that the Appraiser Application Committee met on this date and reviewed and approved 1 application for reciprocal licensing, contingent upon the applicant providing a letter of good standing, verifying their eligibility for the license sought. A Motion was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner Rush and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Real Estate Appraiser Application Committee.

Home Inspector Complaint Committee Report
Commissioner Grewell reported that the Home Inspector Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting and reviewed twelve items of business, which had been placed before the Committee. The disposition of which was as follows:
Complaints 
-
   12    
cases were reviewed;




   4
cases were dismissed;


                           2       cases were referred for informal hearings; and



   6
cases were tabled

Home Inspector Education/Application Committee Report
Commissioner Hanson reported that the Home Inspector Education Committee met and prepared language for a proposed regulation that will establish the education requirements that home inspectors must complete in order to demonstrate continuing professional competency as a condition of license renewal.  A Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner O'Farrell and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Home Inspector Education/Application Committee.

New Business
COMAR 09.36.08 Continuing Professional Competency
Each member was presented with draft regulatory language for home inspector continuing professional competency, prepared by the Home Inspector Education Committee.  A Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Hauser and unanimously carried that the Commission approve proposed action on the continuing professional competency regulation, as presented. 

Final Action COMAR 09.36.01.01 Time Limitation for Filing Complaints

Administrator Schott reported that proposed action to amend COMAR 09.36.01.01, was published in the October 5, 2012 edition of the Maryland Register.  She reported that  there were no comments received and recommended that the Commission take final action on the proposed regulation.
A Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Hanson and unanimously carried that the Commission take final action to adopt regulation COMAR 09.36.01.01 Time Limitation for Filing Complaints.

Final Action COMAR 09.19.12.02 Supervising Appraisers

Administrator Schott reported that proposed action to amend COMAR 09.19.12.02, was published in the October 5, 2012 edition of the Maryland Register.  She reported that  there were no comments received and recommended that the Commission take final action on the proposed regulation.
A Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner O'Farrell and unanimously carried that the Commission take final action to adopt regulation  under COMAR 09.19.12.02 Supervising Appraisers.

Final Action COMAR 09.19.02.04 Continuing Education

Administrator Schott reported that proposed action to amend COMAR 09.19.02.04, was published in the October 5, 2012 edition of the Maryland Register.  She reported that  there were no comments received and recommended that the Commission take final action on the proposed regulation.
A Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Pirtle and unanimously carried that the Commission take final action to adopt regulation under COMAR 09.19.02.04 Continuing Education.

AARO Conference
Administrator Schott reported that she attended the Association of Appraiser Regulatory Officials (AARO) conference in October 2012.  She reported some highlights from the conference, including how states must structure their reciprocal licensing policies beginning July 1, 2013.  She advised the Commission that, pursuant to the Dodd-Frank Act and rules enacted by the Appraisal Subcommittee, states must have in place a policy that issues a credential to an appraiser if, (1) the appraiser is coming from a state that is in compliance with FIRREA Title XI as determined by the ASC; (2) the appraiser holds a valid credential from that State; and (3) the credential requirements of that state meet or exceed those of the reciprocal credential State.

Administrator Schott advised that because the Commission requires qualifying education to be acquired through a traditional classroom-based environment, its policy has been to deny reciprocity to individuals who have not met that requirement.  She advised that on and after July 1, 2013, the Commission may no longer deny a reciprocal license to an individual solely on the basis of education obtained through an on-line venue, and who has otherwise met the prescribed reciprocal licensing requirements.  She advised that the Commission may continue to require that qualifying education acquired by Maryland license holders or applicants be classroom-based, but cannot impose a more stringent policy upon reciprocal licensing candidates.  She recommended that the Commission consider relaxing its existing policy and allow online course work for the purpose of qualifying education for all appraisers.

A Motion was made by Commissioner O'Farrell, seconded by Commissioner Grewell and unanimously carried that the Commission amend its policy and allow online course work as a qualifying education option for appraiser license holders and candidates for appraisal licensure and certification.
Supervisory Appraiser and Trainee Appraiser Requirement Changes

Administrator Schott reminded the Commission that beginning January 1, 2015, both a trainee appraiser and supervisory appraiser will be required to complete a course that, at a minimum, complies with the specifications for course content established by the Appraiser Qualifications Board (AQB).  The course will be oriented toward the requirements and responsibilities of supervisory appraisers and expectations for trainee appraisers.  The course must be completed by the trainee appraiser prior to obtaining a trainee appraiser credential, and completed by the supervisory appraiser prior to supervising a trainee appraiser.  
Background Checks

Administrator Schott advised the Commission that beginning January 1, 2015, in accordance with the Appraiser Qualifications Board Real Property Appraiser Qualifications Criteria, all candidates for an original appraiser credential must undergo background screening to reveal criminal history.  She advised that the law currently states that the Commission may require a background check, but that language must be amended to reflect a mandatory requirement for a criminal background check before an appraiser applicant can be issued a license.  She advised that the agency that conducts criminal background checks, the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services Division, will not provide criminal background information to an agency without statutory authority establishing a mandate as a condition of licensure or certification. She advised that the Commission must file a legislative concept request with DLLR by June 2013 and to pursue legislation in the 2014 legislative session so that the law can be amended before January 2015.  

A Motion was made by Commissioner Hauser, seconded by Commissioner Grewell, and unanimously carried that the Commission proceed in crafting legislation to be presented to DLLR to require a criminal background check for appraiser applicants by January 1, 2015.  AAG Sloane Kinstler advised that she and Ms. Schott will carry out the Commission’s request.

Correspondence from Andrew Reisser

The Commission reviewed a letter from Andrew Reisser in which he requested that the Commission grant him a reciprocal real estate appraiser license based on his Virginia real estate appraiser credentials. The Commission deferred to the recommendations of the Appraisal Application Committee, which is charged with reviewing, approving and denying licensing requests.  The Commission took the remainder of his suggestions regarding reciprocal licensing under advisement. 

Executive Session

A Motion was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner Rush and unanimously carried that the State Commission of Real Estate Appraisers, Appraisal Management Companies, and Home Inspectors go into executive session at 11:30 a.m. in the 2nd floor conference room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to receive advice of counsel.  The meeting was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, §10-508(7). 

The Commission reconvened its regular meeting at 11:45 a.m.  A Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Brauning, and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the decisions rendered in Executive Session.

Chairman's Report

Commissioner Fair thanked the commission for their hard work, but offered no report.

Adjournment                  

There being no further business to discuss a Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell,  seconded by Commissioner Brauning and unanimously carried that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.
_____
Approved without corrections

_____
Approved with corrections

______________________________________________             __________________

George Fair, Chairperson
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