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Call To Order

Vice Chairperson, David Hanson, called the regular meeting of the Commission of Real Estate Appraisers and Home Inspectors to order at 11:00 a.m.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the business meeting held on June 13, 2006 were approved as distributed.  The minutes of the executive session held on June 13, 2006 were approved as distributed.  Motion (I) was made by Commissioner Mosier and seconded by Commissioner Grewell that the minutes of the business meeting be approved as distributed. This motion passed by a unanimous decision. Motion (II) was made by Commissioner Grewell and seconded by Commissioner Mosier that the minutes of the executive session be approved as distributed. This motion passed by a unanimous decision. 

Education/Application Real Estate Appraiser Committee Report  

Commissioner Pirritano reported that the Appraiser Education/Application Committee met on this date and reviewed 43 courses; approved 41 courses and denied 2 courses.  Motion (III) was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Brauning and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Real Estate Appraisers Education Committee.

Real Estate Appraiser Complaint Committee Report 

Commissioner Pirritano reported to the Commission that the Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting and reviewed many items of business, which had been placed before the Committee. The disposition of which was as follows:

Complaints 
-
48 
cases were reviewed:




 5  
cases were closed;




 0
cases were referred to Precharge Review;




  
cases referred to OAH;



 4
cases were scheduled for informal hearings;


            39  
cases were tabled, referred for investigation, or are 

currently being reviewed by investigators

The Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting in Executive Session, pursuant to §10-508 (a)(7) of the State Government Article, to receive the advice of counsel regarding the above-mentioned matters.  Motion (IV) was made by Commissioner Grewell and seconded by Commissioner Mosier that the Commission accept the report and recommendations of the Complaint Committee.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision.

Home Inspector Licensing Program

Joseph Sliwka, Commissioner, advised the Commission that the Department approved the hiring of two additional staff persons for the Commission to accommodate the licensing program for home inspectors.  Those staff persons will include a position for an Executive Director and one contractual clerk.  Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, advised that the electronic licensing program for home inspectors is in the works.  He advised that as soon as additional clerical staff is available, the processing of the existing grandfathering applications can commence, followed by other license applications. He projected that the start-up for the licensing program will take approximately 90 days.

Executive Session

Motion (V) was made by Commissioner Pirritano, seconded by Commissioner Brauning, and unanimously carried that the members of the State Commission of Real Estate Appraisers and Home Inspectors go into executive session at 11:15 a.m., in the 2nd floor conference room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD  21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to receive advice of counsel.  The meeting was permitted to be closed pursuant to §10-508(7) of the State Government Article.

The Commission reconvened its regular meeting at 12:00 p.m.  Motion (VI) was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Mosier and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the decisions rendered in Executive Session. 

AQB CAP Approval 

Deputy Commissioner Loleas reported that since the Commission’s policy decision to suspend their review of qualifying education, and to only recognize courses approved by the Appraiser Qualifications Board (“AQB”) Course Approval Program (“CAP”) as qualifying education, two specific aggrieved groups have surfaced, representing the Maryland Community Colleges and the Maryland Association of Appraisers.  He reported that in response to the two groups’ challenges to the Commission’s decision, two separate meetings including each respective group separately were held.  The meetings were comprised of Commissioner Pirritano, representatives from the Appraisal Subcommittee and the Appraisal Foundation, DLLR Deputy Secretary Greg Safko, Commissioner Sliwka, Deputy Commissioner Loleas, and representatives of the Community Colleges and the Maryland Association of Appraisers, respectively.  

Mr. Loleas reported that as a result of the meetings, the Commission’s decision to accept only AQB CAP-approved education for all current and future qualifying education submissions will remain unchanged.  He reported that representatives from the Appraisal Subcommittee gave their approval of the Commission’s ability to review course work that had been previously submitted to and approved in-house by the Commission, prior to the Commission’s decision to withdraw that approval and suspend the approval of course work that is not AQB CAP-approved.  Based on the AQB criteria and an existing matrix established by the AQB, Commissioner Pirritano agreed to review previously approved course work that is properly submitted in the appropriate format, for its compliance with those standards.  Commissioner Pirritano reported that should a course provider meet the AQB criteria based on the Commission’s in-house review and approval, the course work would be approved retroactively to accommodate those individuals who may have taken course work in good faith, assuming it was AQB-approved and would be applicable to the 2008 AQB Education Criteria.

Mr. Loleas advised that as a result of the meeting, the Commission has agreed, as a good faith gesture and in an effort to provide crucial information to all prospective appraisers affected by these changes, that a mass emailing and traditional mailing will be disseminated to advise all individuals of the forthcoming changes and requirements.

Legislative Update

Deputy Commissioner Loleas reported that the proposed legislation that the Commission requested during their last meeting was timely submitted to the Secretary of the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation for review. The proposals included one from the appraisal sector of the Commission concerning which licensees or certificate holders may serve as supervising appraisers; two separate proposals from the home inspector sector of the Commission were submitted concerning the Commission’s ability to approve education and a requirement for the completion the National Home Inspector Examination or its equivalent as determined by the Commission prior to licensure as a home inspector.  He reported that the Department accepted all proposals in concept but recommended that the two separate home inspection proposals be combined into one bill.  He recommended that a consensus be reached to solidify the actual text that the home inspector members wish to submit in their proposals.  

The home inspector members discussed their desire to amend the law so that the 48-hour home inspector education be “on-site” education only and that the law be amended to also give the Commission the ability to approve any education to be considered as part of the required 48 hours of home inspection education.  They also discussed the need for a requirement that each license candidate complete and pass the National Home Inspector Examination or its equivalent for licensure as a home inspector.  Motion (VII) was made by Commissioner Pirritano, seconded by Commissioner McAdams, and unanimously carried that the Commission ratify the specific legislative amendments affecting the home inspection sector of the Commission that the home inspector members determine to present to the Department for the 2007 General Assembly Session.  
Adjournment
There being no further business to discuss Motion (VIII) was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner McAdams and unanimously carried that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m.
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 Approved without corrections                         

 _____
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_____________________________________________________             __________________


John Fowler, Chairperson






Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMISSION WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2006, AT 10:30 A.M. IN THE 2ND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET, BALTIMORE, MD  21202.
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