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Call To Order

Chairperson, John Fowler, called the regular meeting of the Commission of Real Estate Appraisers and Home Inspectors to order at 10:30 a.m.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the business meeting held on December 12, 2006 were approved as distributed.  The minutes of the executive session held on December 12, 2006 were approved as distributed.  Motion (I) was made by Commissioner Pirritano and seconded by Commissioner Hanson that the minutes of the business meeting be approved as distributed.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision. Motion (II) was made by Commissioner Pirritano and seconded by Commissioner Hanson that the minutes of the executive session be approved as distributed.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision. 

Education/Application Real Estate Appraiser Committee Report  

Commissioner Pirritano reported that the Appraiser Education/Application Committee met on this date and reviewed 53 courses and approved 53 courses.  Motion (III) was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Hanson, and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Real Estate Appraisers Education Committee.

Real Estate Appraiser Complaint Committee Report 

Commissioner Pirritano reported to the Commission that the Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting and reviewed many items of business, which had been placed before the Committee. The disposition of which was as follows:

Complaints 
-
50 
cases were reviewed:




  6  
cases were closed;




  2
cases were referred to Precharge Review;




  1
case was scheduled for informal hearing;


             41
cases were tabled, referred for investigation, or are 

currently being reviewed by investigators

The Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting in Executive Session, pursuant to              § 10-508 (a)(7) of the State Government Article, to receive the advice of counsel regarding the above-mentioned matters.  Motion (IV) was made by Commissioner Grewell and seconded by Commissioner Mosier that the Commission accept the report and recommendations of the Complaint Committee.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision.

Home Inspector Licensing Program
Executive Director, Elwood Mosley, reported that the licensing of home inspectors has begun for those individuals who qualified for licensure under the grandfathering provision.  He reported that there approximately 110 home inspector licenses have been issued and it is expected that all individuals who qualified under the grandfather provision will be licensed by the end of April.  Thereafter, the Commission will open licensing up to all other home inspector applicants.
48-Hour Home Inspector Minimum Course Requirements

Commissioner Mosier reported that pursuant Business Occupations and Professions Article, §16-216, Miscellaneous Powers, Annotated Code of Maryland,  the Commission may review and approve any on-site training programs, including programs that have been approved by national home inspection organizations.  Based on that authority, the Home Inspector Education Committee met and developed the minimum course content to be contained in any 48-hour course or program to be considered for approval by the Commission.  Motion (V) was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Mosier and unanimously carried that the Commission adopt the 48-hour course content that was developed by the Education Committee.  

Minimum Requirements for 16 Hour Supplemental Home Inspection Course
Commissioner Mosier reported that the Home Inspector Education Committee met and developed the minimum requirements for a 16-hour supplemental course to be considered in conjunction with any 32-hour home inspection course approved by the Commission, as well as for course hours credited by the Commission for an applicant seeking to accumulate the required 48 hours of approved education. Motion (VI) was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Mosier, and unanimously carried that the Commission adopt the content of the 16-hour supplemental course that was developed by the Home Inspector Education Committee.

Reciprocity 
Administrator, Patricia Schott, reported that the Commission received a request to enter into a reciprocal licensing agreement with Maryland from the Louisiana Real Estate Appraisers Board.  The Commission conducted an initial review of the Louisiana Real Estate Appraiser law and determined that the Louisiana Board permits online course work for the purpose of qualifying pre-license examination education, which is inconsistent with Maryland's requirements.  Maryland does not allow prospective license applicants to complete online course work for the purpose of qualifying education. Ms. Schott advised that the law requires that in order for the Commission to consider entering into a reciprocal agreement with another jurisdiction, among other criteria, the applicant must be licensed or certified in the other state after meeting, in that state, requirements substantially equivalent to the licensure/certification requirements in this State, and the other State's allowance for online coursework is not as stringent as Maryland's requirements.  Motion (VII) was made by Commissioner Heyn, seconded by Commissioner Pirritano, and unanimously carried that the Commission deny the request to establish a reciprocal agreement with the Louisiana Real Estate Appraiser Board.
Proposed Regulation COMAR 09.19.02 Educational Requirements

Administrator Schott reported that she was prepared to proceed with the promulgation of Proposed Action to amend (.01 - .03) under COMAR 09.19.02 Educational Requirements.  Motion (VIII) was made by Commissioner Pirritano, seconded by Commissioner Brauning, and unanimously carried that the Commission renew their motion made on April 11, 2006, that the Commission take Proposed Action to amend (.01- .03) under COMAR 09.19.02 Educational Requirements.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision.
Correspondence
Thorbjorn Larsen
Administrator, Patricia Schott, reported that correspondence was received from Thorbjorn Larsen, requesting that Maryland re-establish a reciprocal licensing agreement with the Pennsylvania Real Estate Appraisers Board.  Ms. Schott advised that the Pennsylvania Board discontinued reciprocity with Maryland license holders some time before 1996.  She explained that when she learned of their rescission of reciprocity with Maryland license holders, she contacted her counterpart in Pennsylvania in an attempt to re-establish a reciprocal licensing agreement with Pennsylvania, but that Board was unresponsive to her request.  Under these circumstances, the Commission determined that it would not initiate a reciprocal agreement at this time.  Should Pennsylvania be interested in resuming reciprocal licensing with Maryland, the Pennsylvania licensing body will contact the Commission.
Legislative Update

AAG, Sloane Kinstler, advised that Deputy Commissioner, Harry Loleas, asked that she advised the Commission that House Bill 1326, passed.  House Bill 1326 amends the definition of the term "supervising appraiser" to include only a certified residential or certified general real estate appraiser.  Effective January 1, 2008, "licensed" appraisers will no longer be allowed to supervise trainees.
Executive Session

Motion (IX) was made by Commissioner Brauning, and seconded by Commissioner Heyn, and unanimously carried that the members of the State Commission of Real Estate Appraisers and Home Inspectors go into executive session at 10:45 a.m., in the 2nd floor conference room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to receive advice of counsel.  The meeting was permitted to be closed pursuant to §10-508(7) of the State Government Article.

The Commission reconvened its regular meeting at 12:30 p.m.  Motion (X) was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner McAdams, and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the decisions rendered in Executive Session.
Adjournment
There being no further business to discuss Motion (XI) was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner McAdams, and unanimously carried that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
_____
 Approved without corrections                         

 _____
 Approved with corrections

_____________________________________________________             __________________


John Fowler, Chairperson






Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMISSION WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2007, AT 10:30 A.M. IN THE 2ND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET, BALTIMORE, MD  21202.
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