MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

NOVEMBER 16, 2011, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

Current license count 40,433
Fall 2011 Newsletter emailed to licensees

Licenses to be printed by brokers

PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Vice Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Marla S. Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Juan Munoz (Consumer)


Commissioner Robin L. Pirtle (Consumer)
Commissioner Nancy R. Simpers (Industry)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer)


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Patricia Hannon, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner Jeff Thaler (Consumer)

Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, O & P

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR


Robert Johnston, AACAR


Donald White, Pr Geo’s Comm Coll
CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) To approve the minutes of the October 19, 2011 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of November 2011.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana S. Tyler, Education Chair, read the education report.  For the month of October 2011, PSI administered 364 salesperson and 25 broker exams, compared to 364 sales and 48 broker exams in October 2010.
2. Legislative – Marla S. Johnson, Legislative Chair, and Elizabeth Trimble, Counsel – 
· The proposed legislation to allow electronic attendance reporting was submitted. Counsel asked if the Commissioners intended the proposed legislation to continue to require certificates while adding the upload of attendance. After discussion, Commissioners decided that certificates would not be required and that language in the present law could be removed.  
· Proposed change to 09.11.02.01E to comply with State law on protected classes is moving forward to publication in the Maryland Register.   
· Spouse of stepchild was included with the proposed changes to 09.11.02.02D, Disclosure Requirements, sent to Commissioners following the October meeting.

COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. Current license count totals 40,433, of which 4,672 are brokers, 3,062 are associate brokers,  31,952 salespersons, 547 branch offices, 6 time share developers, 60 reciprocal brokers, 15 reciprocal associate brokers, and 119 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 3,596 are inactive.

2. Names of inactive licensees will be posted on the website when the programming is up and running in the near future.

3. The Guaranty Fund Report as of October 31, 2011 is not available today.  The report will be given next month.

4. An eMarketing service was used to deliver MREC’s newsletter to all licensees with a valid email address.  The actual newsletter was sent, not a link back to MREC’s website.

5. A new DLLR initiative will change the way licenses are issued.  Rather than DLLR mailing the license to the broker, brokers will receive an email noting an affiliation by renewal, transfer, upgrade, or original.  The broker will then access  a unique website to print out the affiliate’s license and pocket card.  Inactives will not have access to print a license; instead, the search feature on MREC’s website will display the individual name as inactive for public knowledge. 

6. Future applications for license will require an email address.

7. Three business meeting dates in 2012 have been moved to the fourth Wednesday:  May 23, September 26, and November 28.  A business meeting will not be held in December 2012.  Commissioners will be reminded of the changes throughout 2012. 
8. Executive directors of real estate commissions in the District of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Delaware and New Jersey will be contacted about a date in December for a regional meeting.   

9. Ms. Connelly participated at two sales meetings this month, one in Baltimore County and the other in Anne Arundel.
COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Elizabeth Trimble

1. The final order in the Pautsch decision will be posted next month on MREC’s website under Disciplinary Actions.
2. A letter was received from the Prince George’s County Redevelopment Authority asking if  contacting salespersons directly about selling homes was a violation of the Maryland Real Estate Brokers Act.  Commissioners noted that other agencies (HUD, Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, etc.) cast a wide net to advertise.  As long as the Authority accepts that the listing must be through the broker, there is no violation.
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COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia
1. The Chairman learned at a meeting of ARELLO and the National Association of Realtors that the issue of licensees seizing a listing from a proper advertising/internet site, then changing the data or altering it just to get some response, is nationwide.  This kind of activity violates the Maryland Real Estate Brokers Act.
2. Chairman D’Ambrosia emailed a list of questions to the other Commissioners about agency and open houses.  No additional discussion today; the six questions were presented to Ms. Trimble to furnish the answers for posting on MREC’s website.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Discussed under previous Comments
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m. on motion by Marla S. Johnson, seconded by Colette P. Youngblood, and agreed by all.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, December 21, 2011 at 10:30 a.m.
APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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