MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

NOVEMBER 17, 2010, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

Current license count 43,291

Guaranty Fund balance now $2,291,532.00
Revised Continuing Education Regulations approved for publication

PRESENT


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Vice Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Marla S. Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Robin L. Pirtle (Consumer)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer) - Late

Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director

ABSENT:


Commissioner Juan Munoz (Consumer)

Commissioner Nancy R. Simpers (Industry)

Commissioner Jeff Thaler (Consumer)

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR


Carl Kessler, PDI


Bob Johnston, AACAR



CALL TO ORDER:


Anne S. Cooke, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Marla Johnson, seconded by J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia) To approve the minutes of the October 20, 2010 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, seconded by Marla Johnson) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of November  2010.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana S. Tyler, Education Chair, read the education report.  For the month of October 2010, PSI administered 364 salesperson and 48 broker exams.  Legislative – J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Co-chair, Nothing to report
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly

1. Current license count totals 43,291, of which  4,758 are brokers,  3,128 are associate brokers,  34,637 salespersons, 539 branch offices, 6 time shares, 64 reciprocal brokers, 16 reciprocal associate brokers, and 143 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total license count, 4,224 are inactive licenses.

2. Task Force on Agency will meet on November 19, 2010, the curriculum will be                                                                          

finalized at that time, training has been scheduled and many have already registered
3.   Task Force on Broker Supervision met on November 12, 2010 and the curriculum 
      finalized and training dates are being scheduled for January 2011.
4.   Outreach for the month included:  CE classes in Gaithersburg, Oakland, Elkton, 

      Timonium, Salisbury and Bel Air.  Attended two Board of Realtor Broker  

      Manager meetings in Cecil County and Southern Maryland.
5.   Discussion was held on the Commercial Designation of a real estate license. The 
Commission received an inquiry from a salesperson who was affiliated with a     Commercial designated broker. He wanted to know why he had to be designated Commercial also when he wanted to sell residential property. The Commissioners made the determination that the issue fell in the Broker’s Supervision area. If the Broker is designated Commercial, he possibly would not have the necessary knowledge to supervise residential transactions. Also, it was the Broker’s choice to be designated Commercial and he could mandate that the salesperson affiliated with the Brokerage must also be designated Commercial.

6.  Commission received another inquiry concerning advertising and the general   

Statement that some of the properties advertised may be owned by individuals affiliated with the brokerage. The Commissioners stated that the disclosure cannot be  general and must be specific to the individual property advertised and the parties must be identified.

7. Professional Development Institute now has approval to offer 60 hours of Principles

and Practices for Salespersons by internet delivery.

COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Elizabeth Trimble

1. Ms. Trimble discussed the changes to the Continuing Education regulations and a discussion was held by the Commissioners. It was decided that the regulations are complete and will be published as required.

Page 2 of  3  11-17-10
2. Ms. Trimble discussed the raffles/rebates/drawings scenarios as discussed in the prior month’s meeting. The guidelines will be posted on the Real Estate Commission’s website and discussed in upcoming issues of the newsletter.

COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  Anne S. Cooke

1. The NAR Annual Conference, was held in New Orleans. She also attended the ARELLO Liaison meeting, at which several case law studies were conducted.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. The Commissioners discussed correspondence from John Sullivan, Past President of National Association of Exclusive Buyer Agents.  The Commissioners decided that many of his statements warranted Federally Mandated disclosures, which the Commission does not have authority to issue. He also wanted legislation to have companies designated either Buyer Agent only or Seller Agent only. The general consensus of the Commissioner’s was that the law we currently have in place adequately protects the public and no change is needed. Commissioner D’Ambrosia will draft a letter to the Mr. Sullivan.

ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:15 pm. on motion by Marla Johnson, seconded by Colette Youngblood, and agreed by all.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, December 15, 2010

APPROVED AS PRESENTED _____________________________________________







Anne S. Cooke, Chairperson

APPROVED AS AMENDED _______________________________________________







Anne S. Cooke, Chairperson
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