MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

November 15, 2006, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

1,200 salesperson exams in October; 82 broker
PSI exam reviewed

55,241 current licenses

Lester Davis joins staff as Licensing Supervisor

PRESENT:


Commissioner Nancy R. Simpers, Chair (Industry)

Commissioner Stephen F. Kupres, Vice Chair (Consumer) 


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke (Industry)


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia (Industry)


Commissioner Arthur E. Davis, III (Industry)


Commissioner Surina Jordan (Consumer)


Commissioner Sydney L. Machat  (Industry)


Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer)


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


Patricia Hannon, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:


Commissioner Arthur M. Eisenstein  (Consumer)

Joseph Sliwka,  Commissioner, O & P


Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, O & P
PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR


Bob Johnston, AACAR


Donald White, PG Comm Coll; MREEA


Robert L. Rager, citizen


CALL TO ORDER:


Nancy R. Simpers, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, seconded by Colette P. Youngblood) To approve the minutes of the October 18, 2006 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.   Chair noted that panel assignments have changed since the October meeting.  Effective in December, Panel #1 members are Commissioners D’Ambrosia, Jordan, and Youngblood.  Commissioners Cooke, Kupres, and Davis serve on Panel #2.  Alternates are Commissioners Machat, Eisenstein, and Simpers.
REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Stephen F.  Kupres , seconded by J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of  November 2006.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Education Chair
· PSI exam statistics report for the month of October 2006 – 1,200 salesperson exams administered; 82 broker exams.   
· A meeting of the Education Advisory Subcommittee is planned for January.
2. Legislative – Anne S. Cooke, Chair – no report today.    Counsel advised that during the Governor transition process, it may be possible to submit a legislative request to the Secretary’s Office for the 2007 Session.  
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. Current licensee count is 55,241, of which 4,747 are brokers,   3,109 are associate brokers;    46,741 salespersons;  and 644 branch offices.
2. Guaranty Fund balance as of September 30, 2006 is $1,842,366.87.

3. Outreach continued in the past month to the Prince George’s and Carroll County Boards.    Requests are coming in from brokers, which Ms. Connelly may accept if a number of offices are represented, increasing the number of licensees reached.   Feedback from the outreach program has been positive.
4. Ms. Connelly attended the PSI Exam Review with Commissioners D’Ambrosia and Cooke.   Along with regulators and industry members from other states, they reviewed questions on the national portion of the PSI exam.   The review was time consuming but needed to assure questions remain valid. 

5. A meeting is planned next month with the Coastal Board.  Also,  Ms. Connelly and Ms. Hannon will attend the Maryland Real Estate Educators Association luncheon on December 8
6. In the future, Ms. Connelly would like to reach out to consumers.  Commissioners agreed with this suggestion.  Ms. Connelly will explore various consumer events for appropriate ones and will report back.
7. The latest draft of a reciprocal agreement with Pennsylvania Real Estate Commission is under legal review; copy provided today.  Ms. Connelly asked Commissioners to e-mail her with any questions or comments.  

8. Leon Lewis, Administrative Liaison for the District of Columbia Real Estate Board, has made inquiry whether the Maryland Real Estate Commission will accept a required DC ethics class as a substitute for Maryland’s required ethics class.  Ms. Connelly is awaiting an outline of the DC program to review.
9. The updated Commissioner contact roster in each folder is a confidential document and is not distributed; for Commissioner use only and certain staff.  
10. The newly hired Licensing Supervisor – Lester W. Davis, III – was introduced and welcomed.   The candidate selected for the auditor position will be on board soon and has experience as a real estate auditor.

11. Complaints about telephone numbers in advertising are addressed by first calling the broker for cooperation.  Failure to correct or repeat violations will move to a formal complaint.
COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Elizabeth Trimble

1. Initial review of the reciprocal law and agreement indicate regulations will be needed, including license history within 30 days;  standard license needed if brokerage moves in-state; failure to maintain active standard license; disciplinary actions; etc.  Commissioners asked Counsel to draft regulations for review.  
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2. Commissioner D’Ambrosia reported on a recent news article about HUD and builders who require buyers to use a certain title/settlement/mortgage company in violation of RESPA rules, a concern which the Commissioners have discussed at past meetings.  Ms. Trimble advised that the changes she drafted in response to the concerns of Commissioners have been submitted for the 2007 Legislative Session. 

COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  Nancy R. Simpers
No additional comments, just a reminder that new panel assignments start in December.  Panel members may send ideas or comments about the panel process to Ms. Connelly.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


None
NEW BUSINESS:

1. ARELLO has a national license data base which may be helpful in tracking reciprocal licensees who were disciplined in their home state.  
2. Maryland Real Estate Commission was asked to host the ARELLO District 1 regional meeting in June.  Maryland hosted the regional meeting in 2003; therefore, after discussion,  it was decided that Maryland would not host in 2007. 
3. Commissioner Machat referred to a book recently published by the National Association of Realtors on managing legal and business issues as helpful in understanding current technology and advertising practices and abuses on the internet. 
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, December 20, 2006.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







Nancy R. Simpers, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







Nancy R. Simpers, Chairperson
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