MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 20, 2012, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

White resigns; Loleas & Jenson appointed
Current license count 39,058

GF balance $1,924,005.01

Cooke, Tyler, Thaler re-appointed

D’Ambrosia voted Chair; Cooke Vice-Chair

PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Vice Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Marla S. Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer)


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Patricia Hannon, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner Juan Munoz (Consumer)

Commissioner Robin L. Pirtle (Consumer)

Commissioner Nancy R. Simpers (Industry)

Commissioner Jeff Thaler (Consumer)

Harry Loleas, Commissioner, O & P

Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR


Robert Johnston, AACAR


Donald White, Pr.Geo’s Comm. Coll


CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Marla S. Johnson, seconded by Georgiana S. Tyler) To approve the minutes of the May 23, 2012 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Colette P. Youngblood, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of  June 2012.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana S. Tyler, Education Chair, 
· For the month of May 2012, PSI administered 385 salesperson and 34 broker exams, compared to 396 sales and 34 broker exams in May 2011.
· An application has been submitted for an MREC Agency-Residential course by online delivery. The Education Committee is reviewing it. 
2. Legislative – Marla S. Johnson, Legislative Chair – No report today
COMMENTS FROM ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  J. Steven Long
1. Erica White resigned as O&P Assistant Commissioner, Harry Loleas is now Commissioner of O&P, and Scott Jenson serves as Interim Secretary of DLLR.

2. Current license count totals 39,058, of which 4,551 are brokers,  3,021 are associate brokers, 30,722 salespersons, 556 branch offices, 7 time share developers, 66 reciprocal brokers, 17 reciprocal associate brokers, and 118 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 3,174 are inactive.

3. The Guaranty Fund balance as of May 31, 2012 was $1,924,005.01.  Claims paid in May amounted to $48,823.00.

4. In each Commissioner’s folder is a CD with updated Title 17, COMAR, and standard forms.
5. Commissioners Cooke, Tyler, and Thaler are re-appointed for 4-year terms from June 1, 2011.  Commissioners with 2012 expiration dates are Munoz, Pirtle, and Youngblood.
6. Legislative auditors will be here soon to audit MD REC files and may want to interview several Commissioners.  Either Ms. Connelly or Mr. Long will contact Commissioners if needed.  
7. Following last month’s discussion, Mr. Long and Ms. Connelly accessed the website of the online auction company.  No Maryland real estate was listed.
8. Mr. Long asked the Education Committee to stay after the business meeting for a briefing on the first submission of MREC Agency-Residential by internet delivery.

9. Elections are to be held today; a quorum is present.
COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Elizabeth Trimble


Concerning auction websites, the Real Estate Brokers Act does not apply to licensed auctioneers while selling any real estate at public auction (17-102).   No real estate license is needed to auction Maryland property as long as the auctioneer holds that local license.  For online auction companies, Counsel suggested that other state commissions be surveyed on whether online auction companies require real estate licensure (use ARELLO list serve).   
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia

The Chair recently attended a Maryland Association of Realtors’ Board of Directors meeting and gave an update there on the Commission.
NEW BUSINESS:


Nominations and Election of Officers – Motion (made by Georgiana S. Tyler, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) That J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia remain as Chair and Anne S. Cooke remain as Vice Chair from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013.  All voted in favor; Motion passed.   Chairman D’Ambrosia announced that committee assignments would continue as previously appointed.   
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ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, July 18, 2012.
APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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