MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 15, 2011, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

Proposed legislation for 2012, 2013
Current license count 41,743

CE providers begin inputting attendance data

CE certificates still must be issued

ARELLO conference in Baltimore City in September

Can a listing broker change a list price…?
D’Ambrosia elected Chair; Cooke, Vice Chair

PRESENT:


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Vice Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Marla S. Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Juan Munoz (Consumer)


Commissioner Robin L. Pirtle (Consumer)
Commissioner Nancy R. Simpers (Industry)

Commissioner Jeff Thaler (Consumer)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Paulette Wirsching, AAG

Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Patricia Hannon, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer)


Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, O & P


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Donald White, Pr Geo’s Comm Coll


Mark Feinroth, MAR


Bob Johnston, AACAR


CALL TO ORDER:


Anne S. Cooke, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Marla S. Johnson, seconded by Jeff Thaler) To approve the minutes of the May18, 2011 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, seconded by Nancy R. Simpers) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of June 2011.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Education – Georgiana S. Tyler, Education Chair
·  For the month of May 2011, PSI administered 396 salesperson and 34 broker exams, compared to 455 sales and 42 broker exams in May 2010.
· Commissioner Tyler is continuing to review the open house questions and will respond to the licensees who sent the questions.  Ms. Tyler will email Commissioners later this month with her response.   MREC staff may begin attending open house events to observe compliance.
· Legislative – J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia/Marla Johnson, Legislative Co-Chairs – Motion (made by J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) To accept the three legislative proposals discussed at the May 18, 2011 business meeting.  All in favor; Motion passed. 
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. Current license count totals 41,743, of which 4,699 are brokers, 3,100 are associate brokers,  33,108 salespersons, 623 branch offices, 7 time share developers, 65 reciprocal brokers, 15 reciprocal associate brokers, and 126 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 3,901 are inactive.

2. The May Guaranty Fund balance report was not available today but will be provided at next month’s meeting.

3.  MREC Agency-Commercial course – The Task Force met on May 10, May 24, and concluded on June 7.  The curriculum is resolved and the next step is instructor training.  Training dates will be coordinated with the schedules of the Task Force members who are willing to teach. 
4. MREC Agency-Residential training for pre-licensing instructors was held on June 3 with 38 attendees from both pre-licensing and continuing education providers.  The second training date was canceled due to illness of the MREC trainer.  Training sessions are now scheduled for June 28 and June 30.
5. Understanding Whom Real Estate Agents Represent – Commissioners discussed Broker Knoerlein’s emailed suggestion to alter this form so that seller and buyer disclosures are combined onto two forms.   Commissioners decided more information was needed before making a decision, so Commissioner Marla S. Johnson volunteered to contact Ms. Knoerlein to further understand her idea. Commissioner Johnson will report back at the July meeting.
6. As reported last month, the programming to upload attendance records is completed and 95 percent of continuing education providers are inputting data.  Apparently some providers thought they could now eliminate the paper course completion certificate. All providers were notified to continue to issue certificates of completion as required by COMAR 09.11.06.08. The second stage of the programming, allowing licensees to view their hours, is still in development, so this project is not yet fully operational.

7. Travel expenses must be submitted no later than July 6 for FY 2011 reimbursement.

8. PSI is now providing failing students with the new score reports to help in preparing to re-test.

9. The CE Shop, Inc. is the latest career school to be certified by the Maryland Higher Education Commission to offer 60 hours of classroom instruction in principles and practices for salespersons.

10. Maryland Higher Education Commission asked for assistance in responding to three legislators who asked if an exception could be made to allow a career school, whose certification was about to be revoked by MHEC,  to continue to offer real estate continuing education.  Ms. Connelly responded that real estate regulation requires maintaining career school status, that no other school has been granted this exception, and to do so would give unfair advantage. If the school loses career status, then continuing education would end.
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11. Darchelle Lanteon, assigned to licensing, is on medical leave for three to six weeks.  MREC staff are pitching in to help process paperwork for licensing.

COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    No  report in the absence of Elizabeth Trimble
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  Anne S. Cooke
1. The Task Force on Social Media will meet on July 20, 2011 immediately following the business meeting. Task Force members are Commissioners D’Ambrosia, Thaler, and Munoz.
2. The ARELLO Annual Conference will be held in Baltimore City from September 28 to October 1, 2011 at the Marriott Waterfront Hotel.  Commissioners are to email Ms. Connelly of their attendance plans so that she can begin travel authorizations and hotel and conference registrations.  On October 2,  ARELLO is offering Commissioner College, a valuable training session for state regulators, and an  opportunity for Commissioners to attend while this training is in Baltimore.    
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   None at this time
NEW BUSINESS:

1. A broker is charging $1,000 to  potential buyers of bank-owned properties to winterize until settlement.  Commissioners suggested the Executive Director investigate to determine if the seller is requiring it, the normal and reasonable cost of winterization by a local plumber, and the broker’s explanation.  
2. A licensee asked if a listing broker can change the list price of a property with a ratified contract in a “contingency with kickout” or a “contingency without kickout” status.   Yes, the listing broker can change the list price, at the seller’s request.
3. Nomination and Election of Officers – Motion #1 (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) To nominate Anne S. Cooke as Chair.   Motion #2 (made by Anne S. Cooke, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) To nominate J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia as Chair.  Motion #3 (made by Marla S. Johnson, seconded by Jeff Thaler) To nominate Anne S. Cooke as Vice Chair.  Motion #1 was withdrawn by Nancy R. Simpers and Marla S. Johnson.  Unanimous vote on Motions for J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia as Chair and Anne S. Cooke as Vice Chair. 
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, July 20, 2011.
APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







Anne S. Cooke, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







Anne S. Cooke, Chairperson
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