MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

February 15, 2012, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

Legislation update/positions on bills
Current license count 39,856

Amendments to 09.11.02 adopted

Loleas appointed Interim O&P Commissioner

Disciplinary actions to be posted indefinitely

“Coming soon” riders

PRESENT:


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Vice Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Marla S. Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Juan Munoz (Consumer)


Commissioner Robin L. Pirtle (Consumer)
Commissioner Nancy R. Simpers (Industry)

Commissioner Jeff Thaler (Consumer)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer)


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Patricia Hannon, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)

Harry Loleas, Interim Commissioner, O & P

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:

Robert Johnston, AACAR

Don White, PG Comm Coll

Patty Mcgill, guest

Mark Feinroth, MD Realtors


CALL TO ORDER:


Anne S. Cooke, Vice Chair, in the absence of the Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by Colette P. Youngblood) To approve the minutes of the January 18, 2012 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by Marla S. Johnson)  To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of  February 2012.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana S. Tyler, Education Chair, read the education report.  For the month of January 2012, PSI administered 293 salesperson and 40 broker exams, compared to 297 sales and 24 broker exams in January 2011.
2. Legislative – Marla S. Johnson, Legislative Chair 
· SB 738 (State Real Estate Commission-Regulation of Business Brokers) would add the requirement of licensure for individuals who assist in buying or selling a business.  After discussion, Motion (made by Georgiana S. Tyler, seconded by Nancy R. Simpers) To take the position to oppose the bill as written; Motion passed unanimously.

· SB 644 (State Real Estate Commission-Licensees-Inspection of Records and Agency Disclosure Requirements) adds definitions and exclusive representation.  After discussion, Motion (made by Georgiana S. Tyler, seconded by Nancy R. Simpers) To take the position to oppose the bill as written; Motion passed unanimously.
· SB 538 (Real Estate Brokers-Contracts-Real Estate Reform Act of 2012) terminates presumed agency if three months have passed and requires a termination date no later than 90 days for a brokerage agreement.  After discussion, Motion (made by Marla S. Johnson, seconded by Robin L. Pirtle) To take the position to oppose the bill as written; Motion passed unanimously.
· HB 1073 (Real Estate Brokers-Guaranty Fund-Claims and Repayment) increases a guaranty fund claim to $35,000 and requires MD REC to oversee the repayment to the guaranty fund.  After discussion, Motion (made by Marla S. Johnson, seconded by Juan Munoz) To take the position to oppose the bill as written; Motion passed unanimously.
· SB 134 (State Real Estate Commission-Sunset Extension and Program Evaluation) continues MD REC, increases the guaranty fund claim to $50,000, etc. following the Sunset Review.  

· There is a bill to license managers of common interest communities and to create a new licensing board in DLLR.
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. Current license count totals 39,856, of which 4,639 are brokers,  3,049 are associate brokers,  31,426 salespersons, 541 branch offices, 6 time share developers, 64 reciprocal brokers, 17 reciprocal associate brokers, and 114 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 3,587 are inactive.

2. The Guaranty Fund balance as of January 31, 2012 is not available today.  The report will be given next month.

3. Notice of Proposed Action on disclosing licensing status and relationships was published in the Maryland Register on December 30, 2011 (Volume 38, Issue 27).  The proposal also included updating protected classes.  No comments were received to these proposals by the due date.  Motion (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) To adopt the amendments to Regulations .01 and .02 of COMAR 09.11.02 Code of Ethics as published; unanimous vote to adopt.   
4. FAQs on Open Houses – posting was delayed because of a suggested change of language in the last two questions.  Instead of the current “has not been privy to,” the suggested change was “does not disclose any.” After discussion, Motion (made by Marla S. Johnson, seconded by Nancy R. Simpers) To approve the change of wording with the consent of Counsel and her staff.  Unanimous approval.   
5. Secretary Sanchez appointed Harry Loleas as Interim Commissioner of Occupational & Professional Licensing. 
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6. A licensee asked how long disciplinary actions are kept on MD REC’s website.  Other states’ real estate commissions were contacted through ARELLO’s list serve.  Twenty-six states responded no time limit, indefinite.  Commissioners were asked to take a position.  Motion (made by Jeff Thaler, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) To post disciplinary actions indefinitely.  Unanimous approval.   
7. A licensee asked if yard signs with a “Coming Soon” rider were permitted.  The “coming soon” notice apparently refers to a pending listing.  However, the licensee cannot put up a sign at all until the licensee actually has a signed listing agreement with the seller.  A newsletter article will remind licensees of laws on advertising and signage. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

1.  Counsel reported there are no plans at this time for regulations to expand or change the “safe harbor” provisions of PHIFA for real estate licensees.
2. Commissioner Johnson reported she will be meeting one-on-one with individuals who may be interested in serving as a member of the task force on property manager licensing.  
NEW BUSINESS:  None
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, March 21, 2012.
APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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