MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 21, 2011, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

Botts retires
Current license count 40,192

GF balance 10/31/2011 $2,080,213.50

GF balance 11/30/2011 $2,083,373.50

CE audits increased

Legal update updated

Hired licensee at open house…
Can a licensee share a commission as a buyer?
PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Marla S. Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Juan Munoz (Consumer)


Commissioner Robin L. Pirtle (Consumer)
Commissioner Nancy R. Simpers (Industry)

Commissioner Jeff Thaler (Consumer)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer)


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Patricia Hannon, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Vice Chair (Industry)

PUBLIC  IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR
CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) To approve the minutes of the November 16, 2011 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by Jeff Thaler) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of  December 2011.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana S. Tyler, Education Chair, read the education report.  For the month of November 2011, PSI administered 263 salesperson and 24 broker exams, compared to 330 sales and 41 broker exams in November 2010.
2. Legislative – Marla S. Johnson, Legislative Chair, reported no major issues at this time.
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. O&P Commissioner Stanley J. Botts decided to retire, and his last day in the office will be January 10.  
2. Current license count totals 40,192, of which 4,643 are brokers, 3,054 are associate brokers, 31,749 salespersons, 549 branch offices, 6 time share developers, 60 reciprocal brokers, 16 reciprocal associate brokers, and 115 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 3,583 are inactive.

3. The Guaranty Fund balance as of October 31, 2011 was $2,080,213.50.  Claims paid during the month of October totaled $6,865.00.
4. The Guaranty Fund balance as of November 30, 2011 was $2,083,373.50.  There were no pay outs on claims in November.

5. The property management case out of Frederick resulted in 65 claims settled by proposed orders under $3,000.00 and in 15 claims of more than $3,000.00 moving toward hearings at the Office of Administrative Hearings.  By consent agreement, the licensee permanently forfeited the license.
6. Random continuing education audits were increased to verify compliance with the new continuing education requirements of agency and supervision.  Of 304 audits, 65 responded to date and 10 failed.  

7. An attempt was made to schedule a regional meeting in December with the executive directors of Virginia, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, District of Columbia, and West Virginia real estate commissions.   Two states were interested, but others had travel restrictions, were too busy, or did not respond.  Chairman D’Ambrosia will outreach to those directors who approached him at ARELLO to initiate a regional meeting.
8. DLLR is moving away from printing occupational and professional licenses.  On December 1, 2011, MREC stopped the routine printing and mailing of licenses.  Now the broker is notified by email to access the license portal and print out the license(s) to give to the broker’s affiliates.  
9. Vice Chair Anne Cooke and Executive Director Connelly will attend ARELLO’s 2012 Leadership Symposium in Fort Myers, Florida from January 3 – 5, 2012. 
COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Elizabeth Trimble

As requested at the November business meeting, Ms. Trimble drafted a response to six frequently asked questions on open houses.  Commissioners are to review the draft and email the Chairman with their comments before the January meeting.  Once finalized, the questions and answers will be posted on MREC’s website.
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia – comments throughout the meeting and under New Business.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   Previously discussed
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NEW BUSINESS:

1. Is the Certified Distressed Property Expert designation eligible for continuing education credit?  After discussion, it was decided to table the question until after the first of the year, until PHIFA, a pending report from the Governor’s foreclosure work group, and possible 2012 legislation are considered.
2. Commissioners reviewed the Education Committee’s recommendation that continuing education courses submitted under the required legislative category have updated content.  After discussion, Commissioners agreed that changes in laws prior to 2009 would not be an update for the purpose of this required program.  Continuing education providers will be notified.  

3. Can a licensee be hired by another licensee to sit an open house even if not licensed under the brokerage representing the seller?  Yes, but the hired licensee is considered an unlicensed personal assistant in this arrangement and is limited to the duties of an unlicensed assistant.  An article will be included in the next MREC newsletter.  
4. A licensee asked if he can share in the commission if he is a buyer representing himself.  Yes, provided disclosure and other licensing laws are followed.  
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, January 18, 2012.
APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
Page 3 of 3   12-21-11

