MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 18, 2012, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

Property Managers Licensing Task Force to meet 

Current License count 39,463

GF balance $1,956,457.94 
Legislative Update
Status of CE upload
PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Vice Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Marla S. Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Juan Munoz (Consumer)


Commissioner Robin L. Pirtle (Consumer)
Commissioner Jeff Thaler (Consumer)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Harry Loleas, Interim Commissioner, O & P


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Patricia Hannon, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner Nancy R. Simpers (Industry)

Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer)

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR


Don White, PG Comm College


Bob Johnston, AACAR


CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Jeff Thaler, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) To approve the minutes of the March 21, 2012 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Jeff Thaler, seconded by Anne S. Cooke) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of April 2012.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana S. Tyler, Education Chair, read the education report.  For the month of March 2012, PSI administered 359 salesperson and 25 broker exams, compared to 393 sales and 31 broker exams in March 2011.
2. Legislative – Marla S. Johnson, Legislative Chair, confirmed that the Task Force on Licensing of Property Managers will meet April 26, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at Commissioner Cooke’s office at 10050 Baltimore National Pike, Ellicott City.  Notice of the meeting was published in the April 6, 2012 issue of the Maryland Register.
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. Current license count totals 39,463, of which 4,591 are brokers,  3,034 are associate brokers,  31,091 salespersons, 545 branch offices, 6 time share developers, 66 reciprocal brokers, 16 reciprocal associate brokers, and 114 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 3,393 are inactive.

2. The balance in the Guaranty Fund as of March 31, 2012 was $1,956,457.94.  Payouts in March totaled $11,638.79. 

3. The Spring 2012 newsletter was emailed directly to 37,217 licensees (the remaining licensees did not have an email address on file).  Favorite click-throughs from the newsletter were the education tab (221 hits), renew and reinstate (206 hits), guidelines for unlicensed employees (250 hits), and  electronic interim changes (232).    
4. The State’s fiscal year ends on June 30, 2012.   Reimbursement of travel expenses must be submitted no later than July 5, 2012.
5. Commissioners are reminded that their 2011 Financial Disclosure Statements are due by April 30, 2012.  Members of boards and commissioners are required to file each year.
6. The following bills tracked during this legislative session did not pass:  SB 644, SB 738, SB 538, HB 1073.  

7. SB 134 (Sunset) passed with amendments supported by Commissioners and with the addition of a specific report due October 1, 2013.  Ms. Connelly and O&P Commissioner Loleas thanked everyone who participated to assure that this bill passed in the form appropriate.
8. SB 145 (electronic CE attendance) passed with amended language for topic (a) courses and with a specific report due December 1, 2012 .  The effective date is October 1, 2012.

9. Assistant Director Long is working with IBM to complete the CE attendance programming by January 1, 2013.  When completed, licensees will be informed what classes are needed based on answers to certain status questions.  One of the questions will address supervisory status.  When the licensee is a branch office manager or team leader at the time of renewal, the supervision course is required. What about the licensee who does not become a branch office manager or team leader until days after renewal, or who ceases supervision prior to renewal? The language of the question will determine the programming.  Various scenarios were discussed, and it was decided that Mr. Long will email programming language to Commissioners for comments; if regulations are needed, Counsel will draft them.      

10. Two train-the-trainer sessions for MREC Agency-Residential were held and 40 instructors were trained or re-trained.  The next two train-the-trainer sessions will cover MREC Required Supervision and are scheduled for later this month.  Training sessions will then be held yearly.
11. Chairman D’Ambrosia, Vice Chair Cooke, and Executive Director Connelly attended the ARELLO Mid-Year Meeting in Austin TX from April 11-14.
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12. O&P Commissioner Loleas announced that Erica White has been appointed Assistant Commissioner of Occupational & Professional Licensing effective May 2, 2012.  She is an attorney with broad knowledge of the legislative side of occupational and professional licensing.
13. Education Chair Tyler asked that renewal notices include a link directly to the webpage explaining the 2012-13 continuing education requirements. Ms. Connelly will contact the IT Unit about adding the link.

14. Commissioners were reminded that the May meeting is one of three business meeting dates moved to the fourth Wednesday.  The new date is May 23, 2012.

COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Elizabeth Trimble


HB 177 is a ground rent bill based on a recent Court of Appeals decision.  The bill requires the ground rent owner to register with the State Department of Assessments and Taxation in order to collect ground rents or file a lien, but the property will not be taken if the owner fails to register.  
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia
1.  Election of officers will be held at the June business meeting.  Commissioners may decide to continue last year’s process of accepting nominations from the floor or may select another process.  Commissioners are to contact Mr. D’Ambrosia with their suggestions.  
2. The Chair acknowledged an anonymous letter to him about unlicensed employees of real estate agents.  Because of the 11:30 a.m. hearing today, he will postpone discussion until next month.

3. The Chair acknowledged a letter from the Maryland Association of Realtors about course approval under topic (a) in light of SB 145.  Discussion postponed until next month.
NEW BUSINESS:

Commissioner Munoz is concerned about the way licensees respond to buyers when there are multiple offers on a property.  His written comments were emailed to Commissioners prior to today’s meeting.  Discussion was not completed and will continue at next month’s meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, May 23, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. 
APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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