MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


May 10, 2012

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman

                                    Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary




Sallye E. Perrin, P.E



            David G. Mongan, P.E.




Sandra J. Murphy




Rosalind Yee

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Harry Loleas, Commissioner

 


Ruby L. Courtney, Executive Secretary




Janet Morgan




Gene Simmers

Absent:  
            Steven A. Arndt, PhD., P.E., Vice Chairman.

CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the April 12, 2012 meeting as submitted.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW DEPUTY COMMISSIONER


Commissioner Loleas introduced the new Deputy Commissioner, Ms. Erica White, to the Board.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Ms. Yee, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to approve 41 applications for reciprocity as follows:


Richard E. Acoury

41692

Robert James Belvin

41774


Richard M. Arvin

41841

Stephen A. Booth

41843


Janis Asare-Bediako

41842

Michael Burke


41844

Board for Professional Engineers

Minutes – May 10, 2012

Page 2

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)




Kenneth A. Catlow

41845

Troy R. Naperla

41860

William R. Cujdik

41668

Michael S. Newlin

41861


Edward Deravakian

41846

Miguel A. Nietro

41862

Hasu D. Doshi


41847

Jose G. Reyes


41863

John P. Franko

41848

Victor M. Rivera-Vazquez
41864

Paula Ruth Furman

41827

Seth A. Rowell

41865

Steven G. Griet

41849

Nisit Sapparkhae

41866

Andrew T. Hartmann

41850

Robert M. Schindler

41867

Paul F. Heerbrandt

41624

Jamie Ryan Shambaugh
41775

Bret D. Henderson

41851

Joshua J. Sprowls

41868

Matthew J. Horne

41852

George E. Verstraete

41869

Alan G. Lablanc

41853

Susan F. Walter

41870

Chunling Li


41854

Stuart Thomas Webb

41772

Bradley M. Marks

41856

Fanyng Weng


41758

Bardley A. Mason

41857

Larry H. White

41829

Ehsan Minaie


41855

Alan Y. Yazdani

41871

Alan E. Money

41858

Aaron L. Zdinak

41872

Jeremy Morris


41859

EXECUTIVE SESSION I


Motion (III) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Ms. Yee, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:55 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:17 a.m.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on April 12, 2012.


12-PE-11   Offer Consent Order and $3000 fine.


12-PE-12   20-day response letter sent April 24, 2012.


12-PE-13   20-day response letter sent April 19, 2012

12-PE-14   Consent Order signed.  Fine paid. Close. 

12-PE-15   Offer Consent Order and $300 fine.  

12-PE-16   Consent Order signed.  Fine paid. Close.

12-PE-17   Consent Order signed. Paid $1000 of $4000 fine. Close.

12-PE-18   Reduced fine to $900. Consent Order signed.  Fine paid. Close

12-PE-19   20-day response letter sent April 19, 2012.
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12-PE-20   Send 20-day response letter.
         
12-PE-21   Send 20-day response letter.

Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Yee, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider applications of Krannich Solar Training, Lorman Business Center, Inc., and Price Industries, Inc. and to deny the CPC Provider application of Cadapult, Ltd. because they only provide CADD courses which are not considered by the regulations as suitable for professional development.  The Committee is requesting information on the instructors from AHJ Technical Continuing Education Corporation,  and is requesting a more detailed outline of courses and number of PDH's per course offered from Havtech, Inc.

NEW BUSINESS

Guidelines for Qualifying Work Experience After Degree

Ms. Perrin constructed a "strawman" for the experience criteria for the work experience requirement after the degree is obtained.  The Board's practice has been to count a BS, MS, or PhD degree from an unaccredited engineering school as the qualifying degree for a candidate who has an unaccredited undergraduate degree.  She gave the Board a number of scenarios to consider.  Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve as policy 2.2.1 of Ms. Perrin's proposal which states the MS reaches back to qualify the unaccredited undergraduate engineering degree at the date the undergraduate degree is earned.  Consequently, the four years of qualifying experience gained concurrently with earning the qualifying MS degree would result in approving the candidate to sit for the PE exam. 
Fee for Reactivation of Retired Status

Motion (VII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to set the fee for reactivation of retired status at $168.00.
Legislation for 2013

The Board discussed in detail proposed legislation for 2013.  The Board decided to schedule an open forum to discuss proposed legislation regarding the firm permit and changes in language to eliminate the exam review in preparation for Computer Based Testing (CBT). The various engineering societies and the public will be invited to 
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attend.  The forum will be scheduled for June 14, 2012 at 1 pm.  Mr. Loleas pointed

out that the deadline to submit any proposed legislation to the Department Secretary is August 1, 2012 and the deadline to submit any proposed legislation to the Governor is September 1, 2012.  

Chairman Harclerode also mentioned modifying section 14-305(d), the work experience option, to allow an applicant to qualify for the Principles and Practice of Engineering exam with an unapproved degree, no EIT, and additional years of work experience.  The Board asked Ms. Edwards to find out what states allow licensure without a degree.
Electronic Signatures

Chairman Harclerode reported that he attended a meeting with Harry Loleas, Ms. Trust, Diane Cho, and Jamie Fraser, an independent project management consultant for Baltimore City regarding electronic signatures on design documents for Baltimore City building permit applications.  The meeting resulted in an interim decision to have a set of plans, after all revisions have been made on file with a wet signature.  Baltimore City will be implementing the use of electronic signatures beginning June 1, 2012.  Chairman Haclerode asked that Ms. Morgan post this information in the next newsletter. Ms. Perrin stated that the Board should not be responsible for determining the authenticity of electronic signatures and asked that Ms. Edwards find out what the other state boards are doing regarding this issue.  Chairman Harclerode asked that this issue be addressed again at the next meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS


Update on Staff Issues


Ms. Edwards reported that interviews were held on May 1, 2012 for the Assistant Executive Director's position and that a decision will be made shortly.  She also reported that the investigator position will be advertised in approximately two weeks.  
CORRESPONDENCE

Memo from Tim Miller, Director of NCEES Exam Services 


The Board received a memo from Tim Miller, Director of NCEES Exam Services regarding future changes to NCEES exams and supporting materials.  Some items of note are: PE software engineering exam will be offered for the first time in April 2013; and PE industrial exam will move to a spring administration in April 2013.
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E-Mail regarding Maryland SHA Speed Control Policy

The Board reviewed an e-mail from Jay Bahen, PE., National Motorists Association, to the SHA regarding an issue with a speed limit study on MD 355.  The Board found this to be informational only.
E-Mail from Duane E. Buchko dated May 2, 2012

The Board received an e-mail from Mr. Buchko requesting that the Board reconsider his request for licensure as a Professional Engineer by reciprocity.  He had been previously denied by the Board for reciprocity on August 15, 2011 because he did not meet the Board's requirement of having passed a written exam in the Principles and Practice of Engineering given by the Board and sanctioned by NCEES.  His NCEES record indicated that he took a Illinois state specific exam in December 1977.  This exam was not a NCEES exam as required in Maryland as of July 1, 1975.  Mr. Buchlo sent in a letter appealing the denial on August 25, 2011 and the Board reaffirmed it's original decision.  On December 6, 2011, Mr. Buchko requested additional information under the Maryland Public Information Act which Ms. Edwards responded to on February 13, 2012.  The Board asked Ms. Trust to draft a response to Mr. Buchko stating that he could request that NCEES determine if the state specific Illinois exam that he took is equivalent to the exam then required by the laws of Maryland.  Ms. Courtney suggested that this language be incorporated in all denial letters of applicants in this same situation.  The Board agreed.
OTHER BUSINESS



Mr. Mongan asked the Board if a letter would be written to the editor of the MSPE newsletter to address the inaccuracies in one of their articles stating that the fees were raised by the Board as a result of the reallocation of $300,000 from the Design Boards special fund to the General fund by the Governor several years ago.

The Board also polled its members to find out who was interested in attending the NCEES annual meeting being held August 22-25, 2012 in St. Louis, MO.  The majority of Board members expressed an interest in attending.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board:



Richard E. Acoury

41692

Robert James Belvin

41774

Richard M. Arvin

41841

Stephen A. Booth

41843
Board for Professional Engineers

Minutes – May 10, 2012

Page 6

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)


Michael Burke


41844

Jeremy Morris


41859

Kenneth A. Catlow

41845

Troy R. Naperla

41860

William R. Cujdik

41668

Michael S. Newlin

41861


Edward Deravakian

41846

Miguel A. Nieto

41862


Hasu D. Doshi


41847

Victor M. Rivera-Vazquez
41864


John P. Franko

41848

Seth A. Rowell  

41865


Paula Ruth Furman

41827

Jose G. Reyes


41863


Steven G. Griet

41849

Nisit Sapparkhao

41866


Andrew T. Hartmann

41850

Robert M. Schindler

41867


Paul F. Heerbrandt

41624

Jamie Ryan Shambaugh
41775


Bret P. Henderson

41851

Joshua J. Sprowls

41868


Matthew J. Horne

41852

George E. Verstraete

41869


Alan G. Lablanc

41853

Susan F. Walter

41870


Chunling Li


41854

Stuart Thomas Webb

41772

Bradley M. Marks

41856

Fanyong Weng

41758


Bradley A. Mason

41857

Larry H. White

41829


Ehsam Minaie


41855

Alan Y. Yazdani

41871


Alan E. Money

41858

Aaron L. Zdinak

41872

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 13, 2012.


Daniel James Blaydon



Katherine W. Horn

Daniel P. Buswell



Jae J. Lee


Woohee Choi




Pritesh K. Patel


Hasam F. Emara



Alex E. Scott

ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (VIII) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas,  and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:10 p.m. 

__________ With Corrections           

__________ Without Corrections

Signed by:
Howard C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman
  
   Date:  June 14, 2012
