MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


March 13, 2014

Place:


2nd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary

                                    Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.




David G. Mongan, P.E




Karl Rickert, P.E.



       
Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Ruby Courtney, Administrative Secretary



Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator



Essam Tawfik




Tariq Hamid

Absent:

Steven A. Arndt. Ph.D., P.E., Vice Chairman






Rosalind Yee                


.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the February 21, 2014 meeting as submitted. 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to approve 19 applications for reciprocity as follows:


45120  Kerry Anne Bray


45185  Vijayalakshmi Gopalrao

45033  Timothy Collum Cooke

45186  Eugene A. Griffin

45128  Kemei Du  



45129  Jerzy Zygmunt Hubert

45184  Zhen Feng



45187  Carl E. Jackson, Jr.

45045  Richie Anim Fenteng


44962  Sivagnanasampan Jayakumaran
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)


45135  Ronal Carlyle Jepsen


45032  Shrikanth Jakkidi Reddy

45130  Steven P. Johnson


45191  Dilip N. Shah


45188  Shourie Kondagari


45192  Eric J. Wesolowski


45189  Jeffrey R. Markle


45193  William C. Wood


45190  Karlyn J. Owens

EXECUTIVE SESSION 





Motion (III) was made by Mr. Mongan,  seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:40 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 9:57 a.m.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on March 13, 2014.
            12-PE-08   Inactive.  Awaiting outcome of civil litigation.

            12-PE-13   Inactive.  Awaiting outcome of civil litigation.


13-PE-01   Additional documentation received.  Reopen. 


13-PE-07   Informal conference postponed until next month.

13-PE-08   Respondent entered into plea agreement.

14-PE-01   Reopen based upon report of expert witness.


14-PE-02   Additional documentation received.  Reopen.

14-PE-07   Administrative hearing to be held at 10:30 am.

        


14-PE-12   No evidence of violation per expert witness. Close.

14-PE-13   No evidence of violation per expert witness. Close.

14-PE-14   Offer Consent Order and $600 fine.

Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider applications of American Ground Water Trust, Professional Development Seminars, Inc. ( PDS, Inc.), Sargent & Lundy, LLC, and the South Atlantic States Section of the Air & Waste Management Association.  The Board is requesting additional biographical information on the presenters for Keystone Retaining Wall Systems, LLC.
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NEW BUSINESS

Increase in License Fees

The Board discussed increasing the license fee 12.5 % subject to demonstrated need.   


Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to increase the license fee to $86.  
Administration Fee Increase for Exam Candidates

Ms. Edwards reported that the exam vendor, Professional Credential Services, Inc. (PCS) has increased the administration fee for exam candidates to $120 beginning with the October 2014 exams.  

Motion (VII) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Rickert, and unanimously carried to increase the test administration fee to $120 to accommodate the  $10 test administration increase by PCS.




Ms. Edwards also reported that April 30, 2014 would be the end of the three year contract with PCS and that two one-year extensions were built into the contract.  

Motion (VIII) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to exercise the first one year extension with PCS. 

OLD BUSINESS

Update on Staff Issues


Ms. Edwards stated that she interviewed five candidates for the Assistant Executive Director's position on Monday, March 10, 2014.
Firm Permit


The Board reviewed the draft of the Firm Permit application.  The Board discussed the setting of fees.  
Ms. Edwards stated that for the Architect, Land Surveyor, and Landscape Architect Boards, there is a non-refundable application fee of $35 and that the permit fee is $100 every two years.  Chairman Harclerode suggested that we keep the fees the same as the other Design Boards and the Board agreed.  The reinstatement fee will be $100.  Ms. Trust reviewed the law to confirm that the permit holder must notify the Board within 60 days if there is a change.  Ms. Perrin stated that sole proprietorships do not need a firm permit.
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Other items that were discussed was the requirement for a notarized statement attesting to the managing agent's affiliation with the entity seeking the permit and changing the number of days the managing agent has to notify the Board of any changes from 30 days to 60 days.

Mr. Mongan suggested that the Board stagger the Firm Permit applications alphabetically.  Mr. Rickert suggested that the Board send notification of Firm Permit requirement to all licensees.  Ms. Perrin stated that an incentive should be given to all firms applying for the permit early.  Mr. Ricket recommended prorating the Firm Permit fee for early applicants.

ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING


An Administrative Hearing regarding the application of Essam Tawfik Ali Mansour for Professional Engineer's license , Agency Case No. 14-PE-07 began at 10:30 a.m. and ended at 11:23 a.m.

Digital Document Storage


Ms. Edwards reported that the Division and IT personnel are looking at various software programs for document storage.  Demos are scheduled for informational purposes.  


OTHER BUSINESS


The Board discussed an application for Professional Engineers' Licensure by Reciprocity from an applicant whose license was inactive in North Carolina because he did not meet his continuing education requirement in that state due to his deployment.  The Board discussed the passing of the Veterans Full Employment Act of 2013 which expedites licensing of active duty or recently discharged member of the Armed Forces and allows for an exemption from CPC requirements.

Motion (IX) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to grant licensure to this applicant.

Ms. Trust informed the Board members that a bill requiring every Board member to attend two-thirds of the scheduled Board meetings passed the House and is going to the Senate.
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Executive Director of the Board:


45124  George Alexander Amolochitis
45150  Christopher E. Jackson



45133  Robin D. Bell



45152  Jacquelyn E. Lassiter

45125  Lisa Bongiovanni


45134  Todd L. Mace

45175  Joseph V. Borrelli


45143  Ainsworth Marshall

45131  Bruce C. Branscum


45126  Douglas S. Meltzer

45176  Ralph M. Calistro


45179  Francis B. Nelson, III

45137  Jaime Alfredo Castro


45165  Robert N. Owens

45166  Daniel J. Cunningham


45171  Joseph D. Robinson

45153  Emanuel C. Diomis


45180  Rachel W. Schulz

45198  Gregory L. Doffin


45156  Stephen Mark Siirtola

45177  Jerry S. Donahue   


45163  Zachary J. Thiemann

45178  Christopher M. Eckenrode

45123  Michael K. Tilly

45164  Andrew K. Gibbs


45181  Nathaniel H. Viste

45159  Thomas Joseph Gwynn

45151  Peter C. Wyckoff

45144  Samuel S. Hemenway


45162  Jeffrey D. Young


45199  Bradley A. Huxol

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  OCTOBER 24, 2014


Zoulikha Bereddad



Girishkumar G. Patel

Geoffrey Kenneth Kolva


Keyvan Reza Salehi


Matthew M. Manskar



Sarah H. Woo


Wayne D. Martin, Jr.

ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (IX) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Rickert,  and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:05 p.m.

__________  With Corrections           

____x______  Without Corrections

Signed by:






Howard C. Harclerode, Chairman


April 10, 2014
