MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


February 9, 2012

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Steven A. Arndt, PhD. P.E., Vice Chairman 


                        Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary




Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.




David G. Mongan, P.E.




Sandra J. Murphy

                                    Rosalind Yee


Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board

 


Ruby L. Courtney, Executive Secretary




Roberta L Watson




Janet Morgan

CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Ms. Yee, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the January 12, 2012 meeting as submitted.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to approve 32 applications for reciprocity as follows:


James A. Adams

41611

Daniel P. Fenton

41630

Joseph Adinolfi

41640

Diele Firat


41594

Bruce A. Andrews

41541

Imad A. Houssamy

41648


Denis L. Atwood

41637

Haoxiong Huang

41567


Rene I. Basulto

41634

Earnest M. James

41647


Kun-Hung Chiang

41635

Bomani G. Lee

41649


Edward J. Conrad

41631

Khalid Q. Mallick

41645


Joel C. Defreytas, Jr.

41632

Gerald E. McAllister, Jr.
41644

Ivan Delgado


41633

Philip J. McLachlan

41118

Jamer R. Doughty

41629

Krutarth R. Mehta

41571
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)




Joseph A. Meiburger

41542

Benjamin F. Richards

41643

Neculai Miru


41646

Andrew P. Richmond

41582


Sisir K. Mulherji

41580

Arlene Sola


41641


Tyson M. Munford

41639

Michael L. Walker

41642


Andy Ng


41534

Philip L. Witherington
41638


Thomas M. Reilly

41585

Antonios M. Zoulis

41636

EXECUTIVE SESSION I


Motion (III) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:50 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:35 a.m.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on February 9, 2012.


12-PE-03   Hearing Scheduled for January 10, 2012.  Postponed until February 



       23, 2012.


12-PE-04   Hearing Scheduled for January 10, 2012.  Postponed until February



       23, 2012


12-PE-08   Inactive.


12-PE-11   Send a 20 day response letter.


Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.


The Complaint Committee reviewed two applications for reinstatement of license and recommends reinstatement for both.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider application of Cummins Power Systems, LLC and Trane. 
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NEW BUSINESS
Record Retention


The Board discussed in detail record retention and the possibility of retaining records electronically. Ms. Edwards stated that the current Records Retention and Disposal Schedule is DLLR's policy that was approved by General Services.  This policy requires that the Alpha Master file records and the meeting minutes be retained permanently and periodically be sent to State Archives and that examination application files and complaint files are required to be retained for five years after the closing date and can then be destroyed.  Chairman Harclerode stated he would like to look into the scanning of documents beginning with exam applications and complaint files.  Ms. Edwards stated that this is a Department policy.  Mr. Mongan asked if there is a system that other state agencies are using and that we should find out what those systems are.  Ms. Trust will contact the Unemployment Division and find out what they are using. The consensus of the Board is to proceed on this issue.
Guidelines for Qualifying Work Experience After Degree

This issue will be deferred until the March 2012 meeting.
Electronic Signatures

The Board discussed at length the issue of electronic signatures.  Chairman Harclerode reported that he would be speaking with the company who made the presentation on electronic signature software at the NCEES Northeast Zone meeting and a company called Docusign, who sent information previously to the Board.  Ms. Trust stated that Baltimore City will be implementing the use of electronic signatures beginning May 1, 2012.  

The Board is concerned that electronic signatures would be within a database and that someone other than the intended Engineer would be able to use that electronic signature.  Dr. Arndt stated that there are processes that ensure that only the intended Engineer will be able to use that electronic signature.  Mr. Mongan questioned whether it is the responsibility of the PE Board to set the policy or should it be the responsibility of the municipalities.  Mr. Farinas volunteered to find out what Montgomery County is doing.  Mr. Mongan also suggested that the Board find out what other states are doing and that the Board could allow electronic signatures and leave it up to the jurisdictions what they will accept.
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Dr. Arndt inquired what regulatory changes, if any, should be made to allow electronic signatures.  Dr. Arndt also suggested that any change made should be worded so that the burden of authenticity should be on the jurisdiction.  Ms. Trust informed the Board that the statute will not have to be changed but the regulations will have to be changed to define what type of signature will be accepted and that words like integrity, security, and uniquely identifiable are key words needed in the change of the regulations.  Mr. Mongan will find out what the State Highway Administration's position is on this issue. This issue will be discussed at the next Joint Chairs meeting.  
OLD BUSINESS

Verifications via E-Mail

Ms. Edwards reported that at the MBA forum she was informed that NCEES is close to developing a system for the electronic transmission of verifications.  This program would be a spin off of the records program.  The Board will be tracking the development of this program.
            Ms. Edwards also reported that at the MBA forum, no decision has been made regarding the re-take policy. The committee has narrowed the possibilities down to four options.  The length of the exam has not yet been determined.  A decision should be made by the fall.  It was determined that an applicant can only test four times a year and that exam deadlines and exam reviews will be eliminated.
Update on Staff Issues
            Ms. Edwards reported that there is nothing new to report regarding the investigator position and that the Assistant Executive Director's position will be posted online today.  Ms. Edwards will check with the Interim Commissioner, Harry Loleas, about the IT position.
Legislative Update


Ms. Trust reported that no negative comments were received from the industry regarding the Firm Permit Bill.  A Bill came from the Department of Legislative Services recommending no term limitations for Special Fund status.  Chairman Harclerode reported that he and Dr. Arndt testified before the Senate and the House respectively, regarding the Special Fund Bill. 
CORRESPONDENCE


The Board received an e-mail from Marc D. Berson, dated January 22, 2012, requesting permission to use the word "engineering" in his company name, "Practical Management Engineering".  Since the company will not be providing any engineering services, the Board's answer was no.
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The Board received a letter from Xiaoting Hu, dated January 13, 2012, who was appealing the denial of his request to waive the late fee.  The Board upheld it's original decision.

The Board received an e-mail from Maureen C. Dundon, regarding Building Commissioning Procedures.  The Board asked Ms. Trust to respond that building commissioning is not included in the definition of "practice of engineering" in Maryland's law and there is no license requirement that such services be provided by a licensed Professional Engineer.

OTHER BUSINESS

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Executive Director of the Board:



Robert J. Allison

41614

Ryan P. January

41575

Nicholas D. Barile

41615

Kurt A. Keifer


41618

John D. Beaumont

41568

William B. King

41623

Rolando H. Briones, Jr.
41589

Steven B. Maclean

41592

James T. Calderone

41616

Sean L. Mallahan

41602

Timothy R. Campbell

41572

Michael P. Manlove

41576

Scott B. Chmielarski

41600

Thomas F. Parker

41607

Marshal Davis


41590

Arnold I. Rosenberg

41625

Jose J. Diaz Negron

41584

Kenneth M. Schram

41566


Richard J. Driscoll

41604

Eugene J. Schwarzrock
41261


John R. Fessler

41622

Michael Soliman

41577


John M. Gbszanski

41591

Eric S. Stover


41619


Adam J. Ginsburg

41573

Robert J. Tidona

41620


Neil T. Gareenlee

41574

Margaret E. Tomeo

41595


Bowhra Z. Hanna

41603

Kevin L. Tweedy

41601


Stanley L. Hite

41613

Claude E. Wilkinson

41605


Joshua N. Hudson

41617

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 13, 2012.


Joseph Ronald Barron



Jamison Alexander Caldwell

Yared Shafferaw Bayleyegn


Jin W. Chang

John R. Bergquist



Leslie Chase


Benjamin P. Breakall



Michael T. Chen


Nelson J. Bunting



Wei-Chen Cheng
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 13, 2012 (Cont'd)


Joel A. Cohen




Raymond John Lechner


Gary Scott Custer



Joseph Anthony Loiero


Romano D. Dickerson



Kulenduka E. Mabaya

Daniel S. Discriscio



Joanna Mason

Sarah E. Doerfler



Stephen L. Mason

Gafar Abbas Elamin



Stephen L. Maule

Edward J. Elder



Jason Michaels McGill

Jonathan Hugh Frain



Brendan Moran

Steven James Glock



Venkata S. Nallamothu

Harry S. Goedeke



Srinivasan Neelamegam

Tweodrose L. Habte



Adam D. Palanker

Elisa A. Hammer



Terry Thomas Palmer

Patrick Cheetham Harrilal


Rahul D. Paris

Chante A. Hill




Randy W. Pierre

Thomas J. Hill




Daniel C. Peterson

Rene Justin Holder



David Michael Scovill

Christopher Scott Hurt


Aditya J. Shah

Dae W. Hwang



Timothy A. Siegrist

Abdul Qayyum Jafir



Sherwayne Andre Stoute

Ramanujan Jagannathan


Mark Andrew Sullivan

Melissa Nichole Kelly



Bryan Reginald Taylor

Imran A. Khan



Lucinda Lea Verbeek

Lamar Kimp




Abraham James Warfel

Lisa B. Kouchinsky



Phillip F. Westcott

Chue Lee




Amber Joan Wood

Yui Hei Lai




Roozbeh Yousefzadey
APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 13, 2012  



Motion (V) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Dr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to deny one applicant for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination to be held April 13, 2012, because the applicants qualifications did not meet the Board's requirements.  
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ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas,  nd unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:42 p.m. 

__________ With Corrections           

_____x_____ Without Corrections

Signed by:
Howard C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman
Date:  March 8, 2012
