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CALL TO ORDER
Chair Michael Kastner called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:35.m.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Wiebking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:36 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the counsel regarding license applications. 
Upon completion of the Executive Session, the Board convened to the business meeting at 10:55a.m.
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held August 16, 2012. Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mr. Radtka reviewed with the Board the following Complaint Committee report:

Investigation
Plum 13004
Plum 120043
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Weibking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS
PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of July 2012: 

Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 1 

          0
      0

      0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            44
  
         12
     32

    27%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 0

           0                  0

      0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

13  

           5  
       8

    38%

Totals




58

          17
      41

    29%

There are currently 13,287 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

A. Final action on Proposed Regulation - Continuing Education Requirements for Plumbing             Inspectors
Mr. Smitson updated the Board on the proposed regulation for continuing education for plumbing inspectors; the proposal requires each plumbing inspector to attend at least once a year continuing education and to obtain a cumulative 8 hours of qualifying continuing education each calendar year.  The proposed regulation was published in the Maryland Register on July 13, 2012.  Following a discussion, a Motion made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Wiebking and unanimously carried to approve the proposed regulation as published.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.  Introduction of Scott Jensen, Interim Secretary for the Department
Commissioner Harry Loleas introduced Scott Jensen, Interim Secretary for DLLR.  Mr. Jensen thanked the Board for all their hard work and dedication.  Mr. Jensen stated that he is available to assist the Board with any concerns they may have.  Mr. Kastner informed Mr. Jensen of his concerns regarding the confusion that a plumber can not do hydronic heat without holding an HVAC license; HB 1445 may have contributed to this confusion.   
Ms. Kinstler reviewed with the Board Business Regulations Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 9A-103(7), which exempts a licensed master plumber from the HVACR license requirement when the individual provides applicable services on “hydronic heating systems”.   Mr. Loleas suggested that the Plumbing Board and the HVACR Board meet to discuss both boards’ jurisdictions and the provisions of the law regarding hydronic heat.  
Mr. Radtka expressed his concerns regarding the delays in updating the Plumbing Code and promulgating the regulations.  
Mr. Kastner thanked Mr. Jensen for his attendance at the Board meeting and for his commitment to the Board. 

C.  RG Steel Update

Mr. Loleas updated the Board regarding the closure of the RG Steel Mill, which was recently sold through a bankruptcy sale.  He explained that all the Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulations is working with officials to assist the workers who have been impacted by the plant’s demise.  The Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing has reached out to workers who may be interested in applying for a license with one of the Boards or Commissions.  Mr. Loleas requested that the Board prioritize reviewing and processing applications of RG Steel employees. 
D.  Thermafit No Hub Coupling     

The Board reviewed product information for the 1.5, 3, 4, 6 and 8 inch, push on, No Hub Coupling submitted by Thermafit Industries.  Following a review, a Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried to approve the 1.5, 3, 4, 6 and 8 inch sizes of the coupling.
CORRESPONDENCE
A.  Request for an exam waiver
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual requesting a waiver of examination who is licensed in Pennsylvania, pursuant to the provisions of reciprocation from another state. Upon the Board’s review, the Board stated that Maryland and Pennsylvania do not have an exam waiver agreement; therefore the Board is unable to grant the request. 
B.  Qualifications of plumbing inspectors
The Board reviewed correspondence from the Director of Maryland Codes Administration for the City of Rockville regarding the qualifications of plumbing inspectors and information regarding compliance with (Qualifications for Plumbing Inspectors).  According to the letter, the City does not employ Plumbing Inspectors but does have Construction Codes Inspectors (combination inspectors) that perform plumbing inspections. Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that individuals who perform plumbing inspections are required to meet the qualifications set by the Board even if they are also inspecting other systems.
C. Request for license information
The Board reviewed correspondence inquiring whether a certified Rinnai tankless water heater installer/technician (certified by Rinnai, not by any State certification) requires a plumbing license for water heater replacements and tankless water heater installations. Following a review, the Board agreed that the individual would be required to obtain a plumbing license.  The individual also inquired if he holds a propane gasfitters certificate for the State of Maryland if it allows him to also do natural gas work?  Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that he would be required to qualify for the gasfitter’s examination to obtain a natural gasfitter’s license. 
CHAIR’S REPORT
Mr. Kastner thanked the Board members for their work and dedication and thanked the audience for their interest in the Board’s work.  
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
Motion was made by Mr. Horton, seconded by Mr. Weibking and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 p.m.

___________________________________ 




___________
Michael Kastner, Chair






Date
__________     Without Corrections



__________ 
 With Corrections

PAGE  
5

