STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

September 15, 2011
TIME:

10:40 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Michael Kastner, Chairman
Charles Lenderking, Board Member

Jon Garner, Board Member
Keith Horton, Board Member 
Joseph Radtka, Board Member 

Russell Wiebking, Board Member   
OTHERS PRESENT:

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer 

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Steven Smitson, Assistant Commissioner




Diane Kastner, MD PHCC 


Jim Berndt, MD PHCC 
Ron Lord, IAPMO
Carroll Matthews, Member of the public



Jim Stumpf, Member of the public



Mike Stoneseifer, Member of the public


CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman, Michael Kastner called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:40 a.m.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:41 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the Board’s Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on August 18, 2011. Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Lenderking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting with corrections and the Executive Session as presented.
ADOPTION OF THE FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon a Motion by Mr. Wiebking and a second by Mr. Radtka, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:

Month of August




Month of September

Investigation
          Consent Order
 

Investigation


Criminal
Plum-120001

Plum-120005

        
Plum- 20002 


Plum-110047
Plum-120002





Plum-120003
Plum-120003





Plum-120008

Plum-120004





Plum-120009

Plum-120006

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS
PSI Exams, Inc., submitted the following summary for the month of August 2011: 

Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 1 

           0
      1

     0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            43
  
          10
     33

    23%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 0

           0                  0

      0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

11

           5  
       6

     45%

Totals




55

          15
     40

     27%

There are currently 13,271 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

A. Propane Gas/Certificates/Licensure

The Board agreed to discuss this issue at a future meeting. 
B. Update on the Adoption of the Plumbing Code

The Department has not yet promulgated the regulations.
C. Review Of Draft Correspondence to Update The List Of Backflow Providers And Instructors
Mr. Lenderking presented a draft of a letter and application form to be sent to all current backflow providers and course instructors in order to update the Board’s records. Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Weibking and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the draft as presented. Ms. Clark will mail the approved correspondence and application to each backflow provider and course instructor by both first class and certified mail. 
D. List of  Frequently Asked Questions
The Board reviewed a draft list of Frequently Asked Questions to be posted on the Board’s webpage in order to assist applicants, consumers and licensees with obtaining information.    Board members will review the list and submit additional questions. 
E. Communications with Local Jurisdictions Regarding Inspectors
.
Mr. Smitson will present at next month’s meeting a draft letter for the Board’s review to remind jurisdictions about the State’s licensing and continuing education requirements for inspectors and to request updated information on the courses being provided, if any, and the credentials of the inspectors.  
Mr. Radtka updated the Board on the recent Maryland Plumbing and Mechanical Inspectors Association (MPMIA) meeting.  The next MPMIA meeting will be held on October 4, 2011
F. Delaware Backflow Continuing Education

Following a discussion, the Board agreed to provide Delaware with information regarding the Maryland requirements to qualify to be a backflow instructor and the qualifications for an individual to be a backflow tester and repair technician.  
G. Lead-Free Materials

The Board agreed to discuss this topic at next month’s meeting.   

F. Legislative Update

Mr. Smitson informed the Board that its legislative priorities for the upcoming 2012 session of the General Assembly have been submitted to the Office of the Secretary.    Mr. Kastner stated that he will be attending a meeting on September 26, 2011, with Secretary Sanchez, Commissioner Botts and the Chairs of the other Boards to discuss the upcoming legislative session and the Board’s priorities.  
G.  Application for Backflow Educational Course Provider 
Mr. Carroll Matthews, from Integrated Cross Connection Partners, LLC previously submitted an application packet for approval as a Backflow educational course provider. Upon the Board’s approval as a Backflow educational course provider, the Board requested that Mr. Matthews submit an additional application in order to be considered for approval as a course provider.  Upon the Board’s review of the additional information, Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Lenderking and unanimously carried by the Board to approve Mr. Matthews as a course provider. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Presentation by Ron Lord Regarding Green Plumbing And Mechanical Code Supplement
Ron Lord from the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) presented the IAPMO Green Plumbing and Mechanical Supplement and Water and Energy Efficiency and the Codes.  Mr. Lord further explained that the supplement is a comprehensive document that focuses on commercial and residential projects and is designed to work with any code; the supplement language will be included in appendix G in 2012.  The Board will review the information provided to them by Mr. Lord for further discussion.  
CORRESPONDENCE:

A. Inquiry from A Solar Installation Company
The Board reviewed correspondence from a solar installation company requesting information on the Maryland requirements for the installation of a solar PV and a solar H2O system in Maryland.  Following a discussion, the Board requested that Mr. Smitson draft a response.  
B. Inquiry and Invitation from St. Mary’s County Plumbing And Fuel Gas Board
The Board reviewed correspondence from the Senior Administrative Coordinator for the St. Mary’s County Plumbing and Fuel Gas Board (SMCPFG) requesting the opinion of the State Board of Plumbing regarding homeowners completing their own plumbing work.  The SMCPFG also extended an invitation to this Board to attend a Tri-County Plumbing and Fuel Gas Forum to be held on October 12, 2011, in Leonardtown, MD.  Following a discussion, the Board stated that homeowners can perform their own plumbing work at their own residences but are not authorized to make the final connections.  Ms. Kinstler will prepare a response and reference Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, §§ 12-301(b)(1) and (b)(2).  The Board will request that a permit and inspection be required.   Mr. Kastner and Mr. Radtka agreed to attend the October 12th meeting and to report back to the Board. 
C. Correspondence From MDE Water Supply Program Regarding HB 372 - Lead Free Materials
The Board reviewed correspondence from the Division Chief with the Water Supply Program at the Maryland Department of the Environment, which oversees the implementation of the Safe Drinking Water Act in Maryland. The writer requested information regarding HB 372 – Lead-Free Materials. Following a discussion, the Board requested that Mr. Smitson respond to the inquiry.
CHAIR’S REPORT
Mr. Kastner thanked the Board members for their work and thanked the audience for its interest in the Board’s work.  
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 12:25 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Michael Kastner, Chairman
__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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