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CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Charles Morgan called the business meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the business and executive session meetings held on August 16, 2001 were approved as distributed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Wess, Seconded by Mr. Schneider and unanimously carried that the minutes of the business meeting be approved as distributed.

COMPLAINTS

Mr. Miles, Complaint Committee Chairperson, presented the Complaint Committee report.  Mr. Miles reported that 33 cases were reviewed and 7 cases were closed as follows:


00-PL-24
01-PL-84
02-PL-07
02-PL-09


02-PL-12
02-PL-13
02-PL-15

The Board took action on the following complaints:


00-PL-73 
charge letter


01-PL-43
precharge review


01-PL-78
precharge review


01-PL-93
precharge review


01-PL-99
precharge review


02-PL-04
informal hearing


02-PL-14
precharge review

 The Complaint Committee had met prior to the public meeting in Executive Session, pursuant to Section 10-508(a)(7) of the State Government Article to receive the advice of counsel regarding the above mentioned matters.  A Motion was made by Mr. Wess, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried to approve the report of the Committee.

OLD BUSINESS
A.  Update Regarding Authorized Use of Plumbing License – Mr. Kazlo presented a draft regulation concerning the authorized use of plumbing licenses for the Board’s review.  A Motion was made by Mr. Miles, Seconded by Mr. Schneider and unanimously carried to accept the draft regulation as a proposed regulation.  Mr. Kazlo will publish the proposed regulation in the Maryland Register.

B. Advanced Water Conservation Technology Report – Mr. Kazlo presented the draft report to the Board, which will be submitted to the legislature on behalf of the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Schneider, Seconded by Mr. Wess and unanimously carried to proceed with having the report submitted as drafted.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Correspondence from Baltimore Gas and Electric – Mr. Kazlo presented correspondence from BGE training unit, which is an approved course provider for the journey and master natural gas fitter course.  Currently, gas fitter applicants may qualify for a Master gas fitter examination upon completion of the BGE journey, master and 2 lb. gas courses and proof of 4 years experience in gas fitting.  BGE has requested to be given access to the examination test bank of questions.  Previously, Baltimore City had allowed them access to the questions used by Baltimore City in order to fully prepare applicants for the examination.  Assistant Attorney General Kinstler pointed out that the plumbing statute outlines the areas an applicant should be knowledgeable in order to pass the examination and does not believe the Board has the ability to release the questions.  Mr. Morgan stated that he against releasing the examination questions and explained that the questions are confidential between the State and the testing vendor.  The Board further explained that the examination questions are comprised of a very large bank of questions from which the examination randomly draws from.  A Motion was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, Seconded by Mr. Radtka and unanimously carried to deny the request of Baltimore Gas and Electric to release the examination questions for review.

B. Review of Product Information – Additional materials were received regarding approval of Push On Cast Iron Clean Out.  Mr. Kazlo will file with Mr. Kruger’s initial letter regarding the “clean out”.

C. Plumbing Board Web Page Review – Mr. Kazlo provided the Board with a copy of the Plumbing Board’s new web page design and asked the Board to review the material and provide any recommendations to him.  

D. Journey and Master Natural Gas Fitter Licensing Update – A copy of the revised paper application for Journey and Master Natural Gas Fitters was provided to the Board.  Mr. Kazlo also informed the Board that the application process for gas fitters will be added to the online process sometime early next year to allow applicants to apply via the Internet.

E. Discussion Of An Apprentice or Journey Plumber Providing Gas Fitting Services While Working Under a Master Gas Fitter – Mr. Kazlo discussed the situation whereby an Apprentice or Journey Plumber may at some time be working under a person who is only licensed as a Master Gas Fitter to determine if that person would need a separate license as an apprentice or journey gas fitter.  Assistant Attorney General Kinstler explained that while the law does say that an apprentice may work under a master plumber, and does not specifically say they may work under a gas fitter but the Board could take that position.  However, she does not believe that is the intention of the law since the creation of the gas fitter law.  The Board agreed that an apprentice or journey plumber may perform gas fitting services under a Master gas fitter.  A Motion was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, Seconded by Mr. Wess and unanimously carried to allow all licensed apprentice and journey plumbers to work under either a Master Plumber or Master Gas Fitter, and to change the licenses of apprentice and journey plumber to state “apprentice plumber/gas fitter” or “journey plumber/gas fitter.”  

F. Inspector Seminar – Mr. Hinkhaus requested a status update of the HVACR Inspector Seminar.  Mr. Kazlo indicated that he is holding off on the Inspector seminar until spring, 2002. 

G. Medical Gas – A discussion was held on the possibility of requiring Master Plumber applicants to complete a course pertaining to Medical Gas to obtain a Master license.

H. Gas Fitter Certification of Work Hours – Mr. Kazlo asked for a clarification as to who can certify hours for a gas fitter license for members of unions.  The board concurred that the business agent may sign off to certify the hours worked.

I. Plumbing Code - Mr. Morgan advised the members of the Board that he and Mr. Hinkhaus have met with the Secretary regarding Smart Codes.  Mr. Morgan advised that there will be speakers at the next few meetings to provide the Board with information on the International Mechanical Code.  The Board is being urged by the Department to adopt the International Mechanical Code, which recently, many of the counties have adopted.  The Board discussed the effects of adopting the International Mechanical Code that would include needing to re-evaluate the test bank of questions on the examination.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
A Motion was made by Mr. Miles, Seconded by Mr. Wess and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session at 11:45 a.m. in Conference Room 300, at 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the board convened the public meeting at 12:15 p.m.

A Motion was made by Mr. Wess, Seconded by Mr. Schneider and unanimously carried to approve the decisions made for applications with felony convictions during Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT

A Motion was made by Mr. Schneider, Seconded by Mr. Miles and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 1:00 p.m.

Respectively submitted,

___________________________________________ 

            Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________   Without Corrections

__________     With Corrections

