STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

October 20, 2011
TIME:

10:40 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Michael Kastner, Chairman
Charles Lenderking, Board Member

Jon Garner, Board Member
Joseph Radtka, Board Member 

Russell Wiebking, Board Member   
ABSENT:
Keith Horton, Board Member 
OTHERS PRESENT:

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer 

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Steven Smitson, Assistant Commissioner






Diane Kastner, MD PHCC 




Ron Lord, IAPMO




Dale Troll, MDPT


CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman, Michael Kastner called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:35 a.m.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:36 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the Board’s Counsel regarding license applications. Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:00 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on September 15, 2011. Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting and the Executive Session as presented.
ADOPTION OF THE FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon a Motion by Mr. Wiebking and a second by Mr. Radtka, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:

Investigation

Criminal
Plum-120011

Plum-120009

        

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Lenderking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS
PSI Exams, Inc. submitted the following summary for the month of September 2011: 

Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 0 

           0
      0

     0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            37
  
          13
     24

    35%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 0

           0                  0

      0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

 9

           5  
       4

     56%

Totals




46

          18
     28

     39%

There are currently 13,113 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

A.
RENEWAL OF A LICENSE THAT HAS BEEN EXPIRED FOR MORE THAN 4

YEARS
At the August business meeting the Board reviewed a request from an individual requesting the Board’s approval to renew his license that has been expired more than 4 years.  Upon the Board’s review in August, the Board discussed allowing the individual to renew his license permitted that he pay the past two renewal periods and provide a current certificate of insurance.  
The Board revisited its prior decision after review of Section 12-309(b) of the Maryland Plumbing Act (Business Occupations and Professions Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland): 

Reinstatement of expired licenses or certificates, Expired for more than 4 years, The Board may not reinstate a … license of an individual who for any reason fails to apply for reinstatement within 4 years after the license expired unless the individual (1) meets the renewal requirements for the appropriate license under § 12-308 of this subtitle; and (2) passes the appropriate examination for obtaining a license under this subtitle.  
Upon further discussion, Motion was made by Mr. Wiebking, seconded by Mr. Radtka and unanimously carried by the Board to inform the individual that he is required to pass the licensing examination in order to renew his license. 
B.  
REVIEW OF DRAFT CORRESPONDENCE TO CHIEF INSPECTORS AND CODE ENFORCEMNET OFFICIALS
The Board reviewed draft correspondence addressed to Chief Inspectors and Code Enforcement Officials.  This correspondence will be sent to all local jurisdictions as a reminder of the State’s licensing and continuing education requirements for inspectors and to request updated information regarding courses being provided, if any, and the credentials of the inspectors.  Upon the Board’s review, Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Wiebking and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the correspondence as written. 

C.  
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Mr. Smitson informed the Board its legislative priorities have been submitted to the Office of the Secretary and he will keep the Board informed of any updates. 
D.  
REVIEW OF FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

The Board discussed and reviewed a draft of Frequently Asked Questions that will be placed on the Board’s webpage to provide accessible information to applicants, consumers and licensees about the Board’s requirements and procedures.  Following a discussion, the members agreed to review the list of questions and report back at the November business meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. 
REVIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING THE PRODUCT OF A PUSH ON   NO HUB COUPLING
The Board reviewed product information submitted by Mr. Mario Orlando, Thermafit Industries Inc., regarding the push on no hub coupling.  Upon the Board’s discussion, the Board determined that they would like to review the product with stamp approval.  Ms. Clark will notify Mr. Orlando of the Board’s decision.
B.
REVIEW OF THE 2010 PROPOSED CHANGE FORM FOR THE NATIONAL 
STANDARD PLUMBING CODE
The Board reviewed the National Standard Plumbing Code 2010 proposed code change form.  Upon discussion, Mr. Radtka recommended amendments to the language to reflect NSF 61, 61R & 372.  Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Lenderking and unanimously carried by the Board to accept the recommendations of the NSF Committee with amendments for this proposed regulation.      
C.  
EMERGENCY PROPOSAL FOR 2009-2010 SUPPLEMENT
Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to request that the proposed regulation be submitted as an emergency proposal for the 2009-2010 Supplement to be approved with this amendment.
D.  
APPLICATION FOR BACKFLOW EDUCATIONAL COURSE PROVIDER
The Backflow Committee reviewed an application for a backflow prevention program course provider. Upon review, the Board denied the application because the individual did not possess a journey plumber license issued by this Board as required to be a certified instructor. Ms Clark will notify the individual of the Committee’s decision and the right to appeal the denial.  
E.  
CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR INSPECTORS

Mr. Radtka provided the names of the individuals who attended the October 2011 meeting of the MPIA.  The names of those persons will be listed in the Board’s minutes for purposes of receiving continuing education credit for inspectors: 
Tom Buckley



Charles Michael


Beatrice Rodenick


James Cross 



John Quigley



Forrest Russell
Carson Dennis



Joseph Radtka



Larry Schuyler
John Geisler



Gary Reinsburg Sr.


Sam Scott
David Herwig



Tim Reynolds



Michael Von Bank
Joseph Krasnodemski


Bob Ridge



Larry Willard

Ron Lord











CORRESPONDENCE:

A. 
INQUIRY FROM BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC WORKS   

The Board reviewed correspondence from the Environmental Counsel for Baltimore City Department of Public Works with questions for the Board regarding the enforcement of the lead law.  Upon review of the correspondence, Mr. Smitson will reply to Baltimore City of Public Works on the Board’s behalf.
B.  
INQUIRY FROM THE CITY OF ROCKVILLE REGARDING HOUSE BILL 372

The Board reviewed correspondence from the Environmental Management Division for the City of Rockville inquiring as to if lead free material requirements under HB 372 apply to publicly owned water treatment and distributions systems. Upon review of the correspondence, Mr. Smitson will reply to this correspondence on the Board’s behalf.
C.  
INQUIRY FROM THE OFFICE OF SENATOR RONALD YOUNG REGARDING HOUSE BILL 372
The Board reviewed correspondence from the Office of Senator Robert Young with several questions regarding HB 372-Lead Free Material.  Upon review of the correspondence, Mr. Smitson will reply to this correspondence on the Board’s behalf.
CHAIR’S REPORT
Mr. Kastner thanked the Board members for their work and thanked the audience for its interest in the Board’s work.  
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 1:00 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Michael Kastner, Chairman
__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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