STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

October 16, 2008
TIME:

10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman



Keith Horton, Vice-Chairman



Jon Garner, Board Member



Russell Wiebking, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member



Michael Kastner, Board Member

ABSENT: 
Nicole J.C. Daniels, Board Member



Joseph Radtka, Board Member

OTHERS PRESENT:

Stanley Botts, Commissioner





Jack Lesho, Executive Director





Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General





Keyonna Penick, Administrative Officer

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:30 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
A Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session at 10:45 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF DECISIONS MADE DURING EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A Motion was made by Mr. Wiebking, Seconded by Mr. Kastner and unanimously carried to approve the decisions made during the Executive Session.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on September 18, 2008 were reviewed by the members of the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:
Mr. Lesho presented the Complaint Committee Report to the Board
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A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried to approve the Complaint Committee report.

LICENSE DENIAL HEARING FOR ERIC PHILLIPS:
Eric Phillips requested a hearing before the Board took final action on its decision to deny his application for an original apprentice plumber/gas fitter license.  After a hearing was conducted before the Board, a Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, Seconded by Mr. Horton to approve the applicant for an original apprentice license.
OLD BUSINESS:

A. LICENSE STATISTICS - A copy of the license statistics report was provided to the Board.
B. EXAMINATION STATISTICS – A copy of the examination statistics was provided to the Board.
C. “INCIDENTAL PLUMBING WORK” MHIC – Mr. Lesho informed the Board that he had previous discussions with Steve Smitson, Executive Director to the Maryland Home Improvement Commission, regarding what the Plumbing Board considers “incidental plumbing work.”  Mr. Lesho pointed out to Mr. Smitson that the definition of what the Board considers “incidental plumbing work” can be found in COMAR 09.20.01.02.
D. BACKFLOW COMMITTE – Mr. Kastner reported that Mr. Lenderking and Mr. Radtka will join him on the Committee to work on revising the requirements for Backflow Providers.  They will set up a meeting date and will continue to report to the Board at the November 2008 Board meeting. 
E. HOMEOWNERS OBTAINING PLUMBING PERMITS – Mr. Lenderking sent a questionnaire to Eastern Shore counties to gather information about how this is being handled and found that majority of counties are allowing homeowners to do their own work; provided they acquire the necessary permits and inspections.  Mr. Lenderking will keep the Board informed of any new developments.
NEW BUSINESS:
A. SERVICEABLE ADDRESSES – Mr. Lesho has reported that P.O. boxes on file for licensees addresses is making it very difficult to find them if there is a complaint filed against them. Questions arose concerning if the Board could make it a requirement during the application process to provide a personal serviceable address. Counsel will determine whether the request to have applicants provide serviceable addresses is a departmental policy decision or if legislation is involved. The matter was tabled until next month. 
CORRESPONDENCE:
A. REVIEW OF CORRESPONDCE FROM CENTRURY ENG. REGARDING WATERLESS URINALS – Richard Conrad, Senior Plumbing Designer from Century Engineering sent a letter seeking the Boards approval of waterless urinals to be installed in North Dorchester Middle School. The letter specified Sloan Waterfree Urinals, Model WES-1000. It was the opinion of the Board that the model does in fact meet the requirements as long as the model has a liquid seal its fine. 
B. ROB SMITH/WASHINGTON COUNTY/WATERLESS URNIALS –Rob Smith from Washington County sent a letter inquiring if all waterless urinals were banned. It was the opinion of the Board that not all waterless urinals are banned.  If the particular brand of waterless urinals complies with the state code (National Standard Plumbing Code Section 5.1 and 5.6) requiring a liquid seal trap then they can be installed. Any waterless urinals that have a mechanical seal would not be in compliance with the state code and could not be used.
C. QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY PLUMBING BOARD – Michael Sipes, President of Queen Anne’s County Plumbing Board, sent a letter to the Board with questions in regards to Backflow certification.  Major concerns were costs of re-certification classes. The new Backflow Committee will meet in November to address the questions presented to the Board by Mr. Sipes.  The matter was tabled for next month. 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None

ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, Seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:15 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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