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CALL TO ORDER
Chairman, Michael Kastner called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:30 a.m.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Lenderking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:31 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the Board’s Counsel regarding license applications. Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 10:35 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on October 20, 2011. Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Lenderking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting and the Executive Session as presented.
ADOPTION OF THE FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Investigation


Plum-120012


Plum-120015

        

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Lenderking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS
PSI Exams, Inc. submitted the following summary for the month of October 2011: 

Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 0 

           0
      0

     0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            34
  
          10
     24

    29%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 0

           0                  0

      0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

16  

           9  
       7

    56%

Totals




50

          19
     31

    38%

There are currently 13,136 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

A. 
REVIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING THE PRODUCT OF A PUSH ON   NO HUB COUPLING
Mr. Mario Orlando, Thermafit Industries Inc., demonstrated and discussed with the Board the push on no hub coupling, and requested that the Board approve this product.  Following a brief discussion, the Board agreed to postpone this discussion until the next business meeting and appoint a Committee to further review the product.  
B.
PROPOSED LANGUAGE FOR REGULATION REGARDING LEAD-FREE MATERIALS
Ms. Kinstler reviewed with the Board the proposed language for Board’s regulation regarding HB 372 (lead-free material).  Following the board’s approval of the proposed language, the proposal will be published in the Maryland Register.  Following its publication, the public will have an opportunity to submit comments to the Board, prior to the Board taking final action on the proposal.  Final action will occur at a board meeting at least 45 days following the date of publication in the Maryland Register.   
The Board considered whether the proposed regulation should include an exemption for any jobs which were permitted prior to January 1, 2012.  Following a discussion, the Board decided not to include such an exemption in the proposed language due to the fact that contractors have been aware of the requirements.   
Following discussion regarding the proposed language of the regulation, and upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to accept the proposed language as presented: 
.03 Limit on Lead Content. 

A. In this regulation, the following terms have the meanings indicated.

  (1) “Lead-free” means:


(a) Containing not more than a weighted average of 0.25% lead when used with respect to the wetted surface of pipes, pipe fitting, plumbing fittings, and fixtures; and 


(b) Not containing more than 0.2% lead when used with respect to solder and flux.

(2) “NSF” means the standards of the National Sanitation Foundation.

B. (1) The weighted average lead content of a lead-free pipe, pipe fitting, plumbing fitting or fixture shall be calculated by using the following formula:  For each wetted component, the percentage of lead in the component shall be multiplied by the ratio of the wetted surface area of that component to the total wetted surface area of the entire product to arrive at the weighted percentage of lead of the component.  The weighted percentage of lead of each wetted component shall be added together, and the sum of these weighted percentages shall constitute the weighted average lead content of the product.  The lead content of the material used to produce wetted components shall be used to determine compliance with lead-free.  For lead content of materials that are provided as a range, the maximum content of the range shall be used.
(2) The use of platings, coatings, or acid wash treatments may not be used to meet the 0.25% weighted average lead content requirements set forth in Business Occupations and Professions Article, §§12-101(h-1)(4) and 12-101(q)(4) and(5), Annotated Code of Maryland. 

C. Materials used to dispense water intended for human consumption through drinking or cooking, including piping, faucets, and valves as set forth in §§F and G of this regulation, shall be lead-free, containing not more than a weighted average of 0.25% lead with respect to the wetted surface as defined in §A(1)(a) of this regulation. 

D. (1) Solder and flux for soldered joints in potable water piping shall be lead-free, containing not more than 0.2% lead, as defined in §A(1)(b) of this regulation.

(2) Flux shall be recommended by the manufacturer for making soldered joints in lead-free potable water supply system piping.

E. (1) Drinking water system components shall comply with the lead leachate requirements of NSF 61.

(2) Potable water supply system components shall comply with NSF 61, Annex G or NSF 372.

(3) Potable water supply system components that are not required to be lead-free shall contain not more than 8% lead in accordance with section 3.4.6 of the State Plumbing Code.

F. Potable water end-use devices and potable water supply system piping that are intended to dispense water for human consumption through drinking or cooking include, but are not limited to:

(1) Kitchen sink faucet;

(2) Residential bathroom sink faucets;

(3) Drinking fountain faucets;

(4) Kitchen hot water dispensers;

(5) Water supply to:

(a) Ice makers;

(b) Potable water heaters;

(c) Commercial grocer or supermarket misting systems used for produce;

(d) Commercial kitchen cooking equipment; and

(e) Production equipment for processed food containing water; and

(6) Any other end-use device or piping that is intended to dispense or convey water for human consumption. 

G. Piping components that shall be lead-free when used with lead-free end-use devices and piping that are required to be lead-free include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Main service shut-off valves;

(2) Water service backflow prevention devices;

(3) Water meters;

(4) Pressure booster pumps; 

(5) Pressure reducing valves;

(6) Strainers;

(7) Water filters;

(8) Check valves;

(9) Control valves;

(10) Vacuum breakers;

(11) Water hammer arrestors;

(12) Master hot water mixing valves;

(13) In-line tempering valves;

(14) Hot water recirculating pumps;

(15) Branch piping shut off valves;

(16) Balancing valves;

(17) Fixture shut off valves;

(18) Solenoid valves; 
(19) Tankless water heaters; and

(20) Any other piping component associated with an end-use device or water supply piping that is required to be lead-free.

H. (1) Pipes, pipe fittings, plumbing fittings or fixtures, including backflow preventers, that are used exclusively for nonpotable services such as manufacturing, industrial processing, irrigation, outdoor watering, or any other uses where the water is not anticipated to be used for human consumption are not required to be lead-free.

(2) Potable water end-use devices and water supply system components not anticipated to dispense or convey water to be used for human consumption and not required to be lead-free, including the associated supply piping of such devices and components, include, but are not limited to:

(a) Tub faucets or fillers;

(b) Shower fixtures, including:

(i) Valves;

(ii) Heads; and

(iii) Adapters;

(c) Flush valves for:

(i) Water closets;

(ii) Urinals; and

(iii) Bidets;

(d) Shut off valves for clothes washers;

(e) Lavatory faucets in public restrooms; 

(f) Laundry sink faucets;

(g) Service sink faucets;

(h) Faucets for laboratory applications;

(i) Hose bibbs;

(j) Trap seal priming devices;

(k) Backflow prevention devices that supply non-potable applications;

(l) Fire hose valves;

(m) Water hammer arrestors;

(n) The water supply to:

(i) Dishwashers;

(ii) Whirlpools;

(iii) Spas;

(iv) Therapy pools;

(v) Swimming pools;

(vi) Boilers;

(vii) Heating hot water generators;

(viii) Humidifiers;  

(ix) Irrigation systems; and

(o) Food production equipment that does not contact the food; and

(p) Any other end-use device or water supply piping that is not anticipated to dispense or convey water that is to be used for human consumption.
Motion was made by Mr. Garner, seconded by Mr. Weibking and unanimously carried by the Board to request that the proposed regulation be submitted as an emergency proposal for lead-free materials. 
C.  
REVIEW OF FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

The Board members agreed to review the general Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) so they will be ready to be posted on the webpage. Mr. Smitson also suggested that Board post a separate set of FAQ’S for the lead-free requirements. 
NEW BUSINESS:

A.  REVIEW OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR PLUMBING INSPECTORS
Mr. Kastner reviewed with the Board the qualification requirements for inspectors, as set forth in Section 12-503 of the Business Occupations and Professions Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, which states that each plumbing inspector shall (1) each year attend a continuing education course that the Board or with the approval of the Board, a county or local government conducts; and (2) meet minimum standards that adequately ensure that the plumbing inspector is qualified to inspect in accordance with the State Plumbing Code; are established by the county or local government in consultation with the Board; or if there is no standard established by the county or local government, by the Board; and are administered for a county or local government inspector, by the county or local government that appoints or employs the inspectors; and for a State inspector, by the State.   

Upon a Motion by Mr. Lenderking and a second by Mr. Radtka, the Board unanimously voted to confirm and continue its policy that each individual must complete a cumulative total of 8 hours of continuing education annually to meet this requirement.  
B.  NOTIFICATION OF THE LEAD-FREE LAW
Mr. Kastner requested that staff draft correspondence to inform each jurisdiction of the lead-free law and its requirements.  Mr. Smitson informed the Board that this notice would be posted on the website and would be sent to each licensee along with the renewal notice and copy of the license, as soon as the proposed regulation is published.    
CORRESPONDENCE:

A. 
INQUIRY FROM A PLUMBING INSPECTOR   

The Board reviewed correspondence from a Plumbing Inspector inquiring as to if his State plumbing inspector certificate authorize him to permit and to inspect gas (natural and LP) installation.  Following a discussion, the Board’s opined that an individual who holds an inspector certificate issued by this Board is qualified to inspect gas installations.
B.  
INQUIRY REGARDING NFPA EDITIONS

The Board reviewed correspondence from a gas and oil company asking which version of NFPA 54 and NFPA 58 was adopted in Maryland.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board requested that Ms. Clark notify the individual that the State has adopted the 2009 edition of NFPA 54 and the 2008 edition of the NFPA 58. 
CHAIR’S REPORT
Mr. Kastner thanked the Board members for their work and thanked the audience for its interest in the Board’s work.  
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 12:45 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Michael Kastner, Chairman
__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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