STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

November 20, 2008
TIME:

10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman



Joseph Radka, Board Member


Jon Garner, Board Member



Russell Wiebking, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member



Michael Kastner, Board Member

ABSENT: 
Nicole J.C. Daniels, Board Member



Keith Horton, Vice Chairman
OTHERS PRESENT:

Stanley Botts, Commissioner





Steve Smitson, Executive Director for MHIC Commission




Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General





Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:30 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion, and Mr. Lenderking’s Seconded, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:45 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland  21202, in order to consult with the Board’s Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:20 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The Members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on October 16, 2008.  Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Kastner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes as corrected and to approve the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:
Mr. Smitson presented the Complaint Committee Report to the Board
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Upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Kastner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report.

LICENSE DENIAL HEARING :
A Hearing was held before the Board for CASE NO.: PLUM-LA-09-01 regarding a license application for an original apprentice plumber/gas fitter license.  After the hearing concluded, and upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s Second, the Board voted unanimously to approve the applicant for an original apprentice license.
OLD BUSINESS:

A. LICENSE STATISTICS - A copy of the license statistics report was provided to the Board.
B. EXAMINATION STATISTICS – A copy of the examination statistics was provided to the Board.
C. “INCIDENTAL PLUMBING WORK” MHIC – At last month’s business meeting, Mr. Lesho informed the Board that he had previous discussions with Steve Smitson, Executive Director to the Maryland Home Improvement Commission, regarding what the Plumbing Board considers “incidental plumbing work”.  Mr. Lesho pointed out to Mr. Smitson that the definition of what the Board considers “incidental plumbing work” can be found in COMAR 09.20.01.02. Mr. Kastner requested that this topic be put on the agenda for further discussion at the December business meeting.
D. BACKFLOW COMMITTE – Mr. Kastner reported to the Board that the Sub-committee for revising the requirements for Backflow Providers will meet in two weeks.
E. UPDATE ON SERVICEABLE ADDRESSES – The Board continued the discussion from the October business meeting on serviceable addresses, inquiring as to if the Board should require an applicant to provide a personal serviceable address.  Assistant Attorney General, Ms. Kinstler, informed the Board that MHIC regulations require a license applicant to provide an “actual street address.”  Ms. Kinstler informed the Board that she submitted to Mr. Lesho suggested language for a similar regulatory proposal for this Board.    
F. HOMEOWNERS OBTAINING PLUMBING PERMITS – At last month’s business meeting, Mr. Lenderking informed the Board that he sent a questionnaire to Eastern Shore counties to obtain information regarding homeowners obtaining plumbing permits; the result was that the majority of counties are allowing homeowners to do their own work, provided they acquire the necessary permits.  Upon further discussion, the Board requested that correspondence be drafted to remind all jurisdictions that they are required to issue permits and to inspect every plumbing job performed by homeowners.  Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s Second, the Board unanimously voted to request Mr. Smitson to draft correspondence, which the Board will review.
NEW BUSINESS:
The Board discussed that it appears that a local jurisdiction has issued plumbing permits on jobs that do not list a Master Plumber.  The Board will consider sending a letter to the jurisdiction.
CORRESPONDENCE:
A. REVIEW OF E-MAIL CORRESPONDCE FROM MR. GREGORY TODD REGARDING APPLIANCE REPAIR – The Board reviewed e-mail correspondence from Mr. Gregory Todd who requested information regarding whether a license is required in order to repair gas appliances and to connect or disconnect the appliances to gas lines; however a license is not required to repair the appliances (once disconnected).  
B.  REVIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE FROM JOHN W. SHEPHERD JR. REGARDING THE REQUIRMENT OF JOURNEY PLUMBERS ON EVERY JOB-SITE - Mr. Shepherd Expressed his concerns regarding the fact that a journeyman plumber must be present during each work phase.  Upon the Board’s review, Mr. Kastner made a motion, which Mr. Radtka Seconded, to request that Mr. Smitson draft a response to Mr. Shepherd informing him of the plumbing law and its function to protect the public and the industry.  The Board unanimously voted in favor of the Motion.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion and Mr. Lenderking’s Seconded, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 12:25 p.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of this session was to consult with Counsel regarding a license application hearing for CASE NO.: PLUM-LA-09-01.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 12:45 p.m.   
APPROVAL OF DECISIONS MADE DURING EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the decisions made during the Executive Session.   

ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Radkta, Seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 2:20 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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