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CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Charles Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:50 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion, and Mr. Lenderking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:50 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the Board’s Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on April 21, 2011. Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion, and Mr. Wiebking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting and the Executive Session as presented.
ADOPTION OF THE FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon a Motion by Mr. Lenderking and seconded by Mr. Wiebking, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session.

 COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:

Closed



Pre-charge

   More Information



PLUM
080113

PLUM 100049
   PLUM 100741
PLUM 110030
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Wiebking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report. 

OLD BUSINESS:
A. REVIEW OF THE PSI EXAMINATION STATISTICAL SUMMARY INFORMATION FOR MARCH 2011
Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 0 

           0
      0

     0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            56
  
          24
     32

    43%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 0

           0                  0

      0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

16

           6  
     10

     38%

Totals




72

          30
     42

     42%

B. CONTINUED DISCUSSION REGARDING LEAD FREE COMPLIANCE 
Mr. Smitson reminded the Board of the need to being the process of promulgating the proposed regulations for HB 407, regarding lead-free compliance.  This law is scheduled to go into effect on January 1, 2012; the Board agreed to form a committee to review HB 407 and to draft proposed language for the regulations. The Committee will consist of three Board members, Mr. Kastner, Mr. Lenderking and Mr. Radtka.  The Board would also like to review a copy of the standard that the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission currently has in effect.  Mr. Radtka expressed his concern that the products that comply with the new standard are not available. 
C.  DISCUSSION REGARDING THE PLUMBING CODE

The Board expressed its concern regarding the delays in updating the Plumbing Code while other jurisdictions have a faster approval process.   
D.  RESUBMITTING THE APPRENTICESHIP BILL
The Board discussed resubmitting SB 475-Plumbers and Gasfitters, apprentice license renewal.  This Bill would require the holder of an apprentice license to sit for a journey exam after 3 renewals of the apprentice license.  When the bill was last submitted, an amendment to the bill was introduced to make the bill only affect individuals who obtain a license after October 1, 2011.  Following a discussion, a Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried to request that the Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Condition and Refrigeration Contractors submit a joint bill with this Board regarding the apprentice license.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.  DISCUSSION REGARDING CONTINUING EDUCATION & JOURNEY LICENSES  
Mr. Smitson discussed with the Board preparing a legislative concept to the Department regarding continuing education, or continuing professional competency.  The Board would need to establish guidelines such as who would be required to obtain continuing education, how many hours would be required, how the continuing education could be earned, and whether it would only apply to new licensees.  

The Board also discussed proposing that individuals who pass an approved 4-year accredited program would be eligible for a journey license without having to pass the Board’s exam, so long as they apply for the journey license within a certain time period. 

B.  DISCUSSION REGARDING CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR INSPECTORS
The Board discussed the enforcement of compliance of continuing education for inspectors, Section §12-503 (a) (1), of the Business Occupations and Professions Article of The Annotated Code of Maryland, states that an inspector shall “each year attend a continuing education course that the Board or, with the approval of the Board, a county or local government conducts.”  The Board requested that the Department request proof of compliance.  The Board stated that if an inspector fails to provide proof of compliance with the continuing education requirement, then license shall be flagged and the inspector will not be able to renew the license until proof of compliance is received by the Board.  Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion and Mr. Garner’s second the Board unanimously voted to request proof of compliance. 
C. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE BOARD’S TO DO LIST
Mr. Smitson asked the Board to prioritize a wish list for future accomplishments.  Upon further discussion the Board compiled the list below.
1.  To move forward with the adoption of the plumbing code
2.  The apprenticeship proposal 

3.  Continuing education
4.  Citation authority

5.  Obtain a journey license after graduation of an approved 4 year accredited program

CORRESPONDENCE:

A.  THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM A PROPANE GAS FITTER
The Board reviewed correspondence from a propane gasfitter regarding his business owning and operating a propane pipeline distribution system covering Worcester County.  He informed the Board that over the past 20 years he has been installing pipeline knowing that one day natural gas would become available; he stated that natural gas will now be available by the end of 2011.  He informed the Board that he and all of his employees use the exact materials as a master gasfitter, but there will be natural gas in the pipeline instead of propane.  His concern is that according to the plumbing law, they will no longer be holding the proper license to perform the work and is requesting the Board allow him and his employees to sit for the master gasfitter examination based on the experience they have.  Following a discussion, the Board agreed to take additional time to review this situation. The Board will revisit this at the June business meeting.       
B.  THE BOARD REVIEWED CORESPONDENCE FROM A CONSUMER
The Board reviewed correspondence from a consumer inquiring whether Maryland requires cross connection backflow preventers to be inspected.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board determined that it does and requested that Mr. Smitson respond on the Board’s behalf. . 
CHAIR’S REPORT
None

COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Wiebking, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 12:30 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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