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DATE:
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Nicole J.C. Daniels, Board Member
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Michael Kastner, Board Member




Charles Lenderking, Board Member




Joseph Radtka, Board Member

OTHERS PRESENT:
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General




Jack Lesho, Executive Director



Gae Herzberger, Administrative Aide



Members of the Public

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the business meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:30 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION I
A Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session at 10:40 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:15 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on April 19, 2007 were reviewed by the members of the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Gauss, seconded by Mr. Radtka, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented.
A Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, seconded by Mr. Radtka, and unanimously carried to approve the decisions made during Executive Session.  Seven (7) applicants with prior convictions were approved for licensure.  
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Radtka presented the report of the Complaint Committee to the Board:

CLOSED

PUM070078
PLUM040112

OIS
PLUM070087
PRECHARGE

PLUM070081
PLUM070089
PLUM070072

A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Gauss, and unanimously carried to approve the report of the complaint committee.

NEW BUSINENSS

A. REVIEW OF PRODUCT
The Board reviewed the documentation received from BKRS Manufacturing, Inc. requesting review of the “Tile Basin” product.  The Board concurred that they would like to review the product catalog from the manufacturer prior to recognizing the product.
B. HOUSE BILL 664  - WASHINGTON SUBURBAN SANITARY COMMISSION – RECIPROCAL PLUMBER/GAS FITTER LICENSES – 
The Board reviewed a copy of House Bill 664 which removes the residency-restrictive language from the law applicable to reciprocal licensure by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC), Article 29, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 8-104, that the WSSC had previously claimed rendered it unable to continue reciprocal licensing with the State Board.  Executive Director, Jack Lesho, informed the Board that he did not have information as to who is the current Director of WSSC to contact them to discuss the reciprocal agreement.  Assistant Attorney General, Sloane Fried Kinstler, will contact WSSC’s Counsel on the matter to determine whether there are additional or other foreseen problems with resuming the reciprocal licensing agreement between the State and WSSC once the bill goes into effect in October 2007.
C. WATER CONSERVATION REPORT FOR 2007 – 
Mr. Lesho informed the Board that the Annual. Water Conservation Report is due in July 2007.  The Board discussed the matter and concurred that the industry has not come up with any recent water conservation improvements to be included in that report.  Mr. Lesho will prepare the report with their findings.

D. DISCUSSION OF SUGGESTED LEGISLATIVE TOPICS TO BE SUBMITTED BY THE PLUMBING BOARD – 
Mr. Loleas addressed the Board to discuss the Board’s recommendations for legislation to be submitted by the Plumbing Board for the upcoming legislative session.  He informed Board members that the firm permit bill, a joint pursuit with the State Board of Heating, Ventilation and Refrigeration (HVACR) Contractors, was not submitted last year and that the Board could again recommend that legislation this year, if desired.  A Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, seconded by Mr. Garner, and unanimously carried to recommend that the Board submit to the Department, together with the State Board of HVACR Contractors, the firm permit legislation, for Departmental support and recommendation in the next legislative session.  
The Board discussed the topic of possible legislation requiring a mandatory 4-year apprenticeship program to qualify for the Journey examination.  A Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, seconded by Mr. Lenderking, and unanimously carried to request Mr. Loleas to investigate whether the Department would support legislation requiring formal apprenticeship training to qualify for Master examinations.
Mr. Lenderking also suggested that the Board consider requiring a code review course as a form of continuing education.    

Mr. Loleas will submit these legislative concepts to the Department for feedback.
OLD BUSINESS

A. LICENSE STATISTICS

A copy of the license statistics report from PSI, the testing vendor, was presented to the Board members for their review.

B. EXAMINATION STATISTICS

The monthly license examination statistics report were presented to the Board for review.  
C. UPDATE REGARDING BACKFLOW REQUIREMENTS OF PROVIDERS AND INSTRUCTORS – 
Executive Director, Jack Lesho, reported that he has received some responses to his previous notice to backflow course providers regarding security of the test questions and his request for proof of current certification from the instructors. The matter was tabled for further review next month.
CORRESPONDENCE

A. REVIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE FROM S&S TRAINING REGARDING QUESTIONS ON NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION – 
The Board received correspondence from S&S training indicating a concern that the questions on the Natural Gas Fitter examination are based on the 2002 edition of the National Fuel Gas Code and that they are currently teaching from the 2006 edition of the Code, which may cause a problem for those persons taking the test using the 2006 Code book because of differences in the books.  Mr. Lesho indicated he has contacted PSI to set up a meeting with PSI to review the test questions.  
B. CORRESPONDENCE FROM TALBOT COUNTY REGARDING PROBLEM WITIH INSPECTION – Mr. Lindy Jones, a Maryland State master plumber, addressed the Board concerning a problem he has had with a recent inspection in Talbot County.  He explained that the Inspector Larry Schuyler inspected his work, and after review, had asked him to make some modifications to the work that the inspector thought should be required, even though the inspector conceded that Jones’ work was compliant with the requirements of the State Plumbing Code.  Mr. Jones maintained that the inspector was not able to cite to a County ordinance or other requirement that supported the inspector’s requirement that Jones perform additional work.  The Board members explained that the Board does not have jurisdiction over the individual counties.  However, Assistant Attorney General, Sloane Fried Kinstler, suggested that the Board confirm that the inspector in question, Mr. Schuyler, is licensed by the Board as a plumbing inspector and has been appointed or employed by the County in the capacity.  Ms. Kinstler also suggested that Mr. Jones contact the Talbot County Attorney to inquire about County procedures and requirements pertaining to the plumbing work at issue.  In addition, the Board requested that Mr. Lesho contact Talbot County for a list of their plumbing inspectors to verify their inspector licenses.
The Board requested an update as to which plumbing inspectors had already attended inspector training this year.  The list of inspectors who attended the MPIA seminar will be compared to the current list of plumbing inspectors.  The Board questioned as to whether any previous Minutes of Meetings reflect that the counties can perform their own in-house training for their inspectors.  Ms Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General, referred the Board to Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 12-503, which allows the Board to approve a continuing education course conducted by a county or local government.  Mr. Lesho will check whether Talbot County has been approved by the Board to conduct such education and he will also send a letter to the counties requesting a list of all plumbing inspectors and request identification of which inspectors have completed in-house training approved by the Board for the past year.

EXECUTIVE SESSION II

A Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Horton, and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session at 12:45 p.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 1:00 p.m.

A Motion was made by Mr. Horton, seconded by Mr. Radtka, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 1:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

_____________
Without Corrections

_____________
With Corrections
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