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STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:
May 20, 2004

TIME:
10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:
Joseph Radtka, Acting Chairman



Harold Caisson, Ph.D.,  Board Member



Vernon Gauss, Jr., Board Member

Keith Horton, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member

ABSENT:
Charles Morgan, Chairman

Hayward Hinkhaus, Vice Chairman

Gerard Conis, Board Member

Troy Lawson, Board Member

OTHERS 

PRESENT:
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General



Joseph Sliwka, Executive Director



Sharon Kraus, Administrative Aide



Members of the Public

CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Joseph Radtka, Acting Chairman, called the business meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the business and executive session meetings held on April 15, 2004 were reviewed by the members of the Board.  A motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A Motion was made by Mr. Gauss, seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session at 10:35 a.m. in Conference Room 300, at 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore Maryland, 21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened the public meeting at 11:05 a.m.

A Motion was made by Mr. Gauss, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried to approve the decisions made during Executive Session.

4 applications for with a prior felony and/or drug conviction were approved. 

1 application was denied. 
COMPLAINTS

Acting Chairman, Mr. Radtka presented the report of the Complaint Committee to the Board. 

The Board closed the following complaints:

03-PL-35

04-PL-88

04-PL-117

04-PL-07

04-PL-102

04-PL-24

04-PL-109

04-PL-65

04-PL-110

04-PL-84

04-PL-115

04-PL-86

04-PL-116

The following complaints have been referred for Pre-charge Review:

04-PL-90

04-PL-98

04-PL-105

04-PL-111

The following complaint has been referred to the Office of Administrative Hearings:

03-PL-85

The following complaint has been reffered to Investigation:

04-PL-101

The Complaint Committee met in executive session prior to the public meeting, pursuant to Section 10-508(a)(7) of the State Government Article to receive the advice of counsel regarding the above-mentioned matters, and reported its findings to the Board during the public meeting.  A Motion was made by Mr. Caisson, seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried to approve the report of the Complaint Committee.

OLD BUSINESS
A. UPDATE ON VIRGINIA LICENSING REQUIREMENTS REGARDING REQUEST FROM STATE OF VIRGINIA REQUESTING REVIEW FOR RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT WITH MARYLAND PLUMBING BOARD -  Mr. Sliwka reported that he has reviewed the licensing requirements for plumbers submitted by the State of Virginia and has determined that there are differences in the license requirements which may not allow for a reciprocal agreement.  He believes that the State of Virginia does not require documentation that the applicant obtained their work experience under a Master Plumber/Gas Fitter.  Mr. Sliwka will continue to research the differences in the requirements between the Maryland and Virginia Board and report back to the Board.

B. UPDATE REGARDING PERSONS REGISTERED AS GAS FITTERS IN ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY WHO DO NOT HOLD A STATE GAS FITTER LICENSE - Mr. Sliwka reported that the list of persons registered in Anne Arundel County as gas fitters (Natural and Propane) has been obtained and reviewed by staff.  A notice is being mailed those persons who do not hold the appropriate State gas fitter license and informing them they must apply within 90 days of receipt of the notice.  The Board had previously agreed to approve those persons who are already registered as gas fitters (natural and propane) in Anne Arundel County for the State license as long as they applied within 90 days of receipt of the notice.

C. DISCUSSION REGARDING LEGISLATION- Mr. Loleas introduced Monica James, Director of Legislative Services for the Department to the Board.  He provided a copy of House Bill 143, regarding disciplinary action, to the Board and informed the Board that the Governor will be signing this bill on May 26, 2004.  Mr. Loleas also informed the Board that it is time again for the Board to submit their recommended topics to the Department for the next legislative session.  He suggested that if there is more than one topic, the Board should prioritize the issues in the event all the topics are not approved for submission as legislative concepts.  

Assistant Attorney General Kinstler explained to Mr. Loleas the Board's concern regarding the issue of the current definition of Natural Gas and questioned whether he thought the department would support a change in the definition of natural gas which would allow Natural Gas Fitters to perform Propane Gas work.  Mr. Loleas suggested the Board determine the position of the industry and local jurisdictions in the matter to determine if they would support the change prior to pursuing as a legislative concept.  The Board will discuss legislative matters next month to detemine which topics and priorities for legislative topics to be submitted to the Department.  Mr. Loleas informed Mr. Gauss that previously Medical Gas and Company Registration were issues previously submitted to the Department and language had already been previously drafted on those issues.  

NEW BUSINESS

A. LICENSE STATISTICS REPORT – A copy of the license statistics report was distributed to the Board for their review.

B. EXAMINATION STATISTICS REPORT -  A copy of the monthly examination statistics report was distributed to the Board for their review.  Statistics of the Natural Gas Fitter examinations administered in April, 2004 were also provided to the Board.

CORRESPONDENCE

A. FREDERICK COUNTY MASTER PLUMBERS ASSOCIATION CORRESPONDENCE - Correspondence was received from the Frederick County Master Plumber's Association asking for clarification for certain work was "plumbing work."  The Board reviewed the correspondence and agreed that sewer and water service from the property line to the building is "plumbing" work which would need to be performed by a licensed plumber and inspected by a plumbing inspector.  Mr. Sliwka will prepare a response to the association.  Assistant Attorney General will write to the association to clarify to them that inspectors are not plumbers as reflected in the letter from the Association.

B. REVIEW OF APPLICATION FOR MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION - The board reviewed an application for approval to take the Master Natural Gas Fitter examination from an applicant who did not possess a State HVACR Master or Master Restricted Heating license.  The applicant did possess a Prince George's County Master Restricted Heating license.  Assistant Attorney General Kinstler advised the Board that the applicant musts possess a Maryland State HVACR or Master Restricted Heating license along with the 4 years of documented work experience in order to be approved to take the examination.  Staff will advise the applicant that a Prince George's County HVACR license does not meet the qualifications to take the examination and send an application in the event he wants to apply for the appropriate State HVACR license.

C. CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING INJECTOR INSTALLATION - The Board reviewed the correspondence and determined that the plumbing code requires when subjecting the potable water supply line to a high hazard - such as chemical injectors - a separate water supply protected by a RPZ (Reduced Pressure Zone) principal backflow prevention devices must be installed. 

Mr. Loleas informed the Board that he has received correspondence from the Task Force for Pinhole Leaks in Copper Piping asking whether the Board may have any additional information or input to submit to them for their study.  Mr. Loleas will information back to the Task Force Chairman that Mr. Radtka may have additional information or someone  from the Copper Development Association who could be contacted regarding problems in Anne Arundel County.  Mr. Horton stated he has seen problems in certain areas of O'Donnell Heights in Baltimore city with pinhole leaks in copper piping also.

ADJOURNMENT

A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Gauss and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 a.m.

Respectively submitted,

____________________________________ 

Joseph Radtka, Acting Chairman

__________   Without Corrections

__________   With Corrections
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