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Steven Smitson, Assistant Commissioner




Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer




Mike Wentz, Joyce Agency

Jason Drake, Joyce Agency

Diane Kastner, Member of the public





Jim Berndt, Member of the public 
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 11:00 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s Second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 11:04 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the Board’s Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:07 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The Members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on May 21, 2009. Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Lenderking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:
CIVIL CASE
PLUM
090072


INVESTIGATION


PLUM 090074



Upon the Complaint Committee’s review, one complaint was referred to The Maryland Home Improvement Commission.

Upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Kasner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report.

OLD BUSINESS:
A. REVIEW OF DRAFTED CORRESPONDENCE TO BE SENT TO ALL JURISDICTIONS REGARDING PLUMBING PERMITS
Mr. Smitson updated the Board on the status of the drafted correspondence that is to be sent out to all jurisdictions, reminding them that they are required to issue permits and inspect every plumbing job performed by homeowners.
B.  CONTINUED DISCUSSION REGARDING THE INSTALLATION OF SPRINKLER SYSTEMS    
At last month’s business meeting, Mr. Lenderking informed the Board that he will invite Mr. Wentz from the Joyce Agency to attend this month’s business meeting to obtain more information regarding the installation of fire protection, solar systems and residential sprinkler systems.  Upon Mr. Wentz’s introduction to the Board, Mr. Wentz introduced Mr. Jason Drake, also a representative from the Joyce agency.  Mr. Drake reviewed with the Board informational packets on the installation of sprinkler systems; he explained that there are two types of systems, a Stand Alone System and a Multi Purpose System and informed the Board that the Standard Code NFPA 13 D dictates how a residential sprinkler is installed.  Mr. Drake informed the Board that the Joyce Agency strictly follows the NFPA 13 D as their guide for installation and further explained that the Joyce Agency requires their contractors to go through level 1 and level 2 training.  Mr. Morgan informed Mr. Drake that potable water would need a plumber.  Mr. Drake explained that by obtaining a Maryland Class 2 D license with the State Fire Marshall, this license will allow a plumber to do the installation.   
C. UPDATE ON REGULATION PROPOSED FOR BACKFLOW PROVIDERS
At last month’s business meeting the Board voted to accept the proposed draft with the adoption of additional language to propose new regulation for Cross Connection/Backflow certification.  Mr. Kastner requested an update from Mr. Loleas regarding the proposed regulation.  Mr. Loleas informed the Board that the Department will move forward with the submission of the proposed regulation.       
D.  CONTINUED DISSCUSSION ON RED FLAG DUAL LICENSING

At last month’s business meeting Mr. Smitson informed the Board that upon his discussion with Mr. Loleas regarding dual licensing; it was determined that a special program in the DLLR’S AS/400 system could flag an individual that holds both apprentice licenses for Plumbing and HVACR for which would alert the Board to request verification as to how many working hours the individual would have for Plumbing or HVACR.  Mr. Smitson reviewed with the Board the list of individuals that hold both Plumbing and HVACR apprentice licenses. Mr. Loleas informed the Board that by reviewing the curriculum, it would be the Board that would determine if the hours accrued by those individuals would be accredited towards Plumbing or HVAC.    
E. REVIEW OF DRAFTED CORRESPONDENCE TO BE SENT TO THE JURISDICTION REGARDING ALLEGATIONS AGAINST A PLUMBING INSPECTOR. 
Mr. Smitson updated the Board on the drafted correspondence that is to be sent to the jurisdiction and individual regarding a complaint of suspected misconduct by a local inspector.
F.  UPDATE ON PROPOSED DRAFT FOR SERVICABLE ADDRESS

In January, Ms Kinstler reviewed with the Board an MHIC regulation that requires a licensed applicant to provide an “actual street address.”  She informed the Board that the language in the MHIC regulation could promulgate a similar regulatory provision for plumbing license applicants for licensure and renewals.  The Board then voted to accept the language from the MHIC regulation to propose regulation for serviceable addresses for the Plumbing Board. Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion, and Mr. Wiebking’s Seconded, the Board unanimously voted to resubmit the proposal to accept the language from the MHIC regulation for serviceable address.  Mr. Smitson informed the Board that he will meet with Mr. Loleas in preparation of the draft.   
G.  REVIEW OF THE PSI EXAMINATION STATICAL SUMMARY INFORMATION
The Board reviewed the PSI examination statistical summary information for the total of passers, failures, re-examinations and cumulative examination statistical information for May, 2009. 
H.  STATUS OF UPDATING THE PLUMBING INSPECTORS EXAMINATION
Mr. Lenderking reviewed with the Board the status of updating the plumbing inspector’s examination.   

I.  UPDATE REGARDING PROPANE TRAINING AND S&S TRAINING INC.

At last month’s business meeting the Board reviewed correspondence from Mr. William Savage, President of S&S Training Inc.  Mr. Savage explained to the Board that he is one of the Plumbing Board’s course providers for natural gas training and expressed his interest to the Board of becoming a course provider for propane as well.  It was determined by the Board to table this discussion for the July business meeting.  
NEW BUSINESS:

REVIEW OF TEST BANK QUESTIONS

Upon review of the PSI statistical summary information, the Board was concerned that the statistics is only showing a 35% passage rate.  Mr. Lenderking suggested to the Board reviewing the gas questions on the examination and informed the Board that he would also like to request from PSI, the testing vendor additional statistical information on the most failed questions.  Mr. Loleas suggested to the Board that they could also request from PSI the quality and quantity of questions they have removed since the Boards last request to remove the most recent failed questions.  
LEGISLATION
Mr. Loleas informed the Board that it is time for the Board to consider the proposal of legislation. Upon the Boards discussion, the Board was in agreement to re-submit the prior proposal of Firm Permits that was proposed last session but was not successful.  The purpose of this Bill would be to provide the Board with regulatory authority over unlicensed plumbing and gas business owners, which would enable the Board to hold businesses accountable for misconduct or other violations of the law arising from the provision of plumbing or gas services by the business.  Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion and Mr. Wiebking’s second, the Board unanimously agreed to re-propose Firm Permits for Regulation.  
CORRESPONDENCE:
A. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM RON RAZZANO
The Board reviewed correspondence from Ron Razzano, President of Annapolis & Anne Arundel County Master Plumber’s Association.  Mr. Razzano requested clarification as to the scope of work a Master Plumber can perform on public and private sanitary sewers, public and private domestic water systems, and public storm sewers.  Mr. Razzano explained to the Board that he is requesting this information because he has a Master plumber that was issued a Utility Contractors license by the previous Director of Inspections & Permits of Anne Arundel County, now under a new Director, the County has changed their interpretation of the requirements for the issuance of a Utility Contractors License.  He informed the Board that his Master Plumber with the Utility Contractors license was informed under the new Director that the license can not be renewed; he will have to take the examination.  The interpretation of the requirement under the previous Director was that an examination was not required if a person held a Master Plumbers license; under the new Director the interpretation is that you qualify for the examination if you hold a Master Plumbers license. Upon the Board’s review, the Board recommended that an inquiry be made by the Assistant Attorney General and, depending on the results of that inquiry, this Board will notify the County of their position. Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion and Mr. Lenderking’s second, The Board unanimously voted to request that an inquiry be made by the Office of the Attorney General regarding this matter. 
B. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM VICKY BURTIS   

The Board reviewed correspondence from Vicky Burtis, a certified water specialist with the Maryland Water Conditioning, Inc.  Ms. Burtis inquired whether a company can employ two master plumbers and if the company can file permits under both master plumbers.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board stated that it would allow for two master plumbers, “insured” to contract work but should check with the sub-divisions where they work because the localities may have different requirements.  The Board also stated that two master plumbers may not pull permits for the same project.  Mrs. Clark will contact Ms. Burtis with the Board’s response.
C.  THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM ANITA NICKOLES
The Board reviewed correspondence from Anita Nickoles inquiring whether a Master Natural Gas Fitters license entitles the licensee to do natural and propane or whether they would be required to hold two separate licenses.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board stated that a Master Plumber can do both but the Master Natural Gas Fitter can only do gas work.  Mrs. Clark will contact Ms. Nickoles of the Boards response.  

D.  THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM JAY RAAB
The Board reviewed correspondence from Jay Raab from JLR Design Consultants, Inc.  Mr. Raab inquired whether Maryland has any plans to adopt the ASHRAE 62.1-2004 ventilation standards into the IMC 2006.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board recommended the correspondence be transferred to the HVAC Board for review.  Mrs. Clark will forward the correspondence to the Board Secretary.  
E. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM SUSANNA BARNHART
The Board reviewed correspondence from Susanna Barnhart, Office Manager of H&H Well Drilling, LLC.  Ms. Barnhart informed the Board that she is in the process of starting a water conditioning business and will be selling/installing such equipment as softeners, UV lights, reverse osmosis drinking water systems, acid neutralizers, filters, etc., she asks if the installation of water conditioning equipment is covered under either the Master Well Drillers license or the Mater Plumbers license.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board stated that it is covered under the Master Plumbers license.  Mr. Smitson will correspond with Ms. Barnhart to inform her of the Boards response.  
F.  THE BOARD REVIEWED E-MAIL CORRESPONDENCE FROM LARRY SCHUYLER

The Board reviewed email correspondence from Mr. Schuyler requesting information on a Master Plumbing license that has a “NO GAS” restriction on it.  Mr. Schuyler inquired whether a Master Plumber with that restriction is allowed to do gas work.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board stated that the individual cannot do gas work when there is a “NO GAS” restriction on the license; however, upon successfully passing that portion of the examination, the individual can have the restriction removed.  Mrs. Clark will inform Mr. Schuyler of the Board’s response. 
CHAIR’S REPORT
None.
APPROVAL OF DECISIONS MADE DURING EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Kastner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the decisions made during Executive Session.   

ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Wiebking, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 1:45 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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