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STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:
June 17, 2004

TIME:
10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:
Charles Morgan, Chairman

Hayward Hinkhaus, Vice Chairman

 

Harold Caison, Ph.D.,  Board Member



Vernon Gauss, Jr., Board Member

Keith Horton, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member



Joseph Radtka, Board Member

ABSENT:
Gerard Conis, Board Member

Troy Lawson, Board Member

OTHERS 

PRESENT:
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General



Joseph Sliwka, Executive Director



Sharon Kraus, Administrative Aide



Members of the Public

CALL TO ORDER
Charles Morgan, Chairman, called the business meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the business meeting and executive session held on May 20, 2004 were reviewed by the members of the Board.  A motion was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Lenderking, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented.

COMPLAINTS

Mr. Radtka presented the report of the Complaint Committee to the Board. 

The Board closed the following complaints:

03-PL-09

04-PL-118

04-PL-17

04-PL-123

04-PL-35

04-PL-124

04-PL-66

04-PL-125

04-PL-99

04-PL-130

The Board scheduled 2 informal conferences for July 15, 2004 for the following complaints:

04-PL-85

04-PL-120

The Complaint Committee met in executive session prior to the public meeting, pursuant to Section 10-508(a)(7) of the State Government Article to receive the advice of counsel regarding the above-mentioned matters, and reported its findings to the Board during the public meeting.  A Motion was made by Dr. Caison, seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried to approve the report of the Complaint Committee.

OLD BUSINESS
A. UPDATE ON VIRGINIA LICENSING REQUIREMENTS REGARDING REQUEST FROM STATE OF VIRGINIA REQUESTING REVIEW FOR RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT WITH MARYLAND PLUMBING BOARD - Mr. Sliwka reported that he asked the Virginia Plumbing Board to submit documentation of Virginia’s 6-year pre-license work experience requirement, which must be signed off by a Master Plumber in order for license applicants be eligible to take the Virginia Master Plumber examination.  He is still waiting for a response from them at this time.  The matter will be tabled until further documentation is received by the Virginia Plumbing Board.

B. UPDATE REGARDING PERSONS REGISTERED AS GAS FITTERS IN ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY WHO DO NOT HOLD A STATE GAS FITTER LICENSE - Mr. Sliwka reported to the Board that notices have been mailed to those persons who were registered in Anne Arundel County as Propane and/or Natural Gas Fitters without having a state license, informing them they must apply for the State license within 90 days of the notice in order to receive approval based on the local registration.  

C. DISCUSSION REGARDING LEGISLATIVE CONCEPTS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT - The Board discussed possible legislative concepts to be submitted to the Department during the upcoming legislative session.  They agreed that medical gas and revamping the definition of "natural gas" were items of particular concern to the Board members at this time.  Mr. Lenderking had drafted some suggested language concerning the change to the definition of "natural gas" which he provided to the members of the Board and Counsel.  

Mr. Loleas addressed the Board and reminded the Board of the need to prioritize its legislative concepts in terms of importance.  He discussed the Board's possible goal of changing the definition of natural gas to allow propane work to be included in the scope of natural gas work.  He had previously suggested that the Board attempt to get feedback from the industry and plumbing associations as to what their position would be if this legislative change would be pursued.  

Mr. Loleas had arranged for representatives from the propane gas industry to address the Board with their concerns on the matter, so that the Board could answer any questions they had concerning how the change would effect on the propane industry, if at all.  Their only concern was that the Board should assure that those persons who are being authorized to work on propane equipment should be properly trained regarding the actual propane equipment itself.  They do not oppose the proposed change the Board is pursuing.

The Board discussed that NFPA 58 includes work regarding installing and maintaining the propane tank and therefore the Board cannot adopt all of NFPA 58.  It was then suggested by the representatives addressing the Board, that NFPA 54 covers propane work from the 2nd stage regulator to the residence and possibly that the Board may only need to adopt NFPA 54.  It was also suggested that if the Board proposes a change to allow a Natural Gas Fitter to perform propane gas work, then the Board may want to require a person who is doing propane work other than from the 2nd stage regulator to the residence be required to complete the propane course and obtain the actual propane gas fitter certificate.  

Mr. Harvey Epstein addressed the Board on behalf of the Maryland Plumbing, Heating and Cooling Contractors Association and stated that he could not render a decision on whether a definition change to "natural gas" would be supported or opposed at this time by the industry group he represents.  He suggested a workgroup with the Board to discuss the matter in an attempt to reach a mutual agreement on the issue.  

The Board discussed the current Natural Gas Fitter license requirements as they are currently written in the law.  It was clarified that Journey Natural Gas Fitters cannot upgrade after a certain number of years as a Journey Natural Gas Fitter or examination.  Currently, only a Master HVACR or Master Restricted Heating licensee can submit evidence of 2 years of work experience as a journey natural gas fitter to be eligible to take the Master Natural Gas Fitter license examination.  Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., § 12-302(h)(3).  Other Master Natural Gas Fitter licenses are issued through reciprocity with Baltimore County and the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission.

It was decided that the Board must make a decision, prioritizing its legislative concepts because the cut-off date for bill submissions to the Department is 2 weeks away.  The decision to pursue the proposed legislation by the Department would be based, in part, on whether the proposal is determined to be considered problematic and whether it would be challenged in the legislature.  A Motion was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, Seconded by Mr. Radtka and unanimously carried to identify and prioritize the legislative concepts to be submitted by the Plumbing Board as: 1. Firm Permit Requirement and 2. Natural Gas Definition Change.

Mr. Epstein informed the Board that the Maryland Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors Association is supportive of the Board's goal for Medical Gas certification requirement.

D. APPEARANCE OF MR. KEITHLEY TO DISCUSS MEDICAL GAS WORK - 

Mr. Doug Keithley addressed the Board and informed the Board members of the issues encountered related to work involving Medical Gas.  He advised the Board of the importance of contractors who are installing medical gas systems and life support to be properly trained  and familiar with the code to ensure that gas and air lines are not erroneously crossed.    He explained the services and testing which must be done in the process of installing such equipment.  

E. PLUMBING CODE ADOPTION - Mr. Sliwka reported to the Board that Ileana O'Brien of the Office of the Secretary has determined, in her review of the proposed regulation to adopt the new plumbing code, that the Board should not adopt the entire NFPA 99 code publication.  The Board was asked to review the code book to determine areas that are not plumbing related and adopt only plumbing-related chapters that are not incorporated by reference in the 2003 National Standard Plumbing Code Illustrated. The Board agreed that the chapters referenced in the 2003 National Standard Plumbing Code Illustrated are the only ones needed.  Therefore, the Board agreed not to adopt NFPA 99 entirely, but only the chapters referenced in the 2003 National Standard Plumbing Code.   

F. PLUMBING INSPECTOR SEMINAR - The Board agreed that Medical Gas issues and new Plumbing Code changes would be recommended as topics for the Inspector Seminar.  Mr. Sliwka requested any recommendations for speakers to be given to him.

G. DISCUSSION REGARDING NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ON EXAMINATIONS - Mr. Loleas addressed the Board and explained that the new bid for a testing service for the plumbing license examinations is being drafted.  He requested clarification as to the number of questions to be given on the license examinations when a new contract is awarded.  The Board conducted a lengthy discussion of license examination content, number of questions per subject area and appropriate time to be allotted for a license examination.  Subsequently, the Board agreed that the Master and Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter examinations and the Master and Journey Natural Gas Fitter examinations should consist of 100 questions each with 5 hours allotted for examination candidates to complete the examination.

NEW BUSINESS

A. LICENSE STATISTICS REPORT – A copy of the license statistics report was distributed to the Board for their review.

B. EXAMINATION STATISTICS REPORT - A copy of the monthly examination statistics report was distributed to the Board for their review.  

CORRESPONDENCE

A. CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING JOURNEY EXAMINATION APPLICATION WHO PASSED EXAMINATION IN 1999 BUT NEVER APPLIED FOR LICENSE - The Board reviewed correspondence from an applicant who had passed the Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter examination in 1999, but never applied for the license due to a change in employment, which did not require the license.  A Motion was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, Seconded by Mr. Gauss and unanimously carried to require the applicant to take and pass the examination again in order to obtain the license because he had not actually been performing plumbing work in the past 5 years and the Board cannot assure that the license applicant’s work experience is not stale.  Assistant Attorney General Kinstler questioned whether the Board wished to pursue a regulation to set a time restriction to apply for the license after passing an examination.  The Board agreed to set a time limit of 1 year after passing an examination to apply for and obtain the license in order for the examination score to be valid.

B. UPDATE REGARDING FREDERICK COUNTY INSPECTORS - Correspondence was received from Frederick County, related to prior correspondence, which alleged that Frederick County was using unlicensed plumbing inspectors.  The correspondence resolved the issue that Frederick County is not using unlicensed individuals to inspect plumbing work.

C. CORRESPONDENCE FROM APPLICANT SEEKING TO DETERMINE IF WORK EXPERIENCE FROM 1980'S WILL BE CREDITED TOWARDS TAKING PLUMBING EXAMINATION - The Board reviewed correspondence from a potential applicant for the Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter Examination whose most recent plumbing experience was from the late 1980's, some of which was from outside the State of Maryland.  The Board suggested that his prior experience may count towards the examination requirements and recommended he apply for the examination and document his work experience signed by the Master Plumber/Gas Fitter with a letter of good standing from the State Plumbing Board where the Master was licensed.  In the event he could not obtain actual the actual signature of the Master, he should attach W-2s for proof of employment with a letter of explanation.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A Motion was made by Mr. Gauss, seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session at 1:25 p.m. in Conference Room 300, at 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore Maryland, 21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened the public meeting at 1:35 p.m.

A Motion was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, Seconded by Mr. Lenderking and unanimously carried to approve the decisions made during Executive Session.

3 applications for with a prior felony and/or drug conviction were approved. 

Mr. Lenderking informed the Board that Worcester County has started their gas permitting process.

Mr. Lenderking informed the Board that the Maryland Apprenticeship and Training Council voted against changes to the ratios.

Mr. Lenderking stated that he has been informed that applicants for the examination are having problems with PSI approving their examination applications.  It appears that PSI will not accept the backflow card in lieu of the backflow certificate.  The Board agreed that the card should provide sufficient evidence of completion of the course and should be accepted with the examination application as proof of completion of the required backflow certification course.

ADJOURNMENT

A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Gauss and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 1:40 p.m.

Respectively submitted,

____________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________   Without Corrections

__________   With Corrections
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