STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

Date:

July 19, 2012
Time:

10:45 a.m.

Location:
500 North Calvert Street  


Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

Members Present:

Michael Kastner, Chair
Joseph Radtka, Board Member 

Keith Horton, Board Member
Russell Wiebking, Board Member
Members Absent:


Jon Garner, Board Member

DLLR Officials & Staff Present:  

Harry Loleas, Commissioner of Occupational & Professional Licensing

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer 

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Steven Smitson, Occupational & Professional Licensing
Others Present: 

Jeff Guido, Pipe Trades

Diane Kastner, PHCC


Dale Troll, MDPT



Dick Wagner, J. Richard Wagner, PE


CALL TO ORDER
Chair Michael Kastner called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:40 a.m.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Wiebking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:46 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the counsel regarding license applications. 
Upon completion of the Executive Session, the Board convened to the business meeting at 10:50 a.m.
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on June 21, 2012. Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mr. Radtka reviewed with the Board the following Complaint Committee report:

Criminal Charges



Consent Order
Plum 120045
Plum 130002  


Plum 130001
Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS
PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of June 2012: 

Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 1 

          0
      0

      0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            44
  
         14
     30

    32%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 1

           0                  1

      0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

11  

           5  
       6

    45%

Totals




57

          19
      38

    33%

There are currently 13,246 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

A.  Update on the Proposed Regulation for Lead-Free Materials
Mr. Kastner informed the Board that the lead-free regulations were published in the Maryland Register on June 29, 2012.  The Board is accepting public comments until July 30, 2012.   Final action may be considered by the Board 45 days after the publication date. 
B.  Update on Proposed Regulation for Continuing Education for Plumbing Inspectors
Mr. Smitson informed the Board that the proposed action on Regulations for continuing education for plumbing inspectors was published in the Maryland Register on July 13, 2012.  The Board will be accepting public comments through August 13, 2012.
C.  Discussion regarding HB 372 and HB 1268
Mr. Dick Wagner discussed the language in HB 372, which did not include the reference to 4% lead content for individual plumbing fittings and fixtures.  He informed the Board that HB 1268 include language to specify that individual plumbing fittings and fixtures shall not contain more than 4% lead by dry weight.   

NEW BUSINESS:

A.  Natural Gasfitter application 
The new Natural Gasfitter application can now be accessed online on the Board’ webpage.  This application provides propane gasfitters an alternative for eligibility for the gasfitters examination   Applicants are requested to download the application and submit it to the Board for review.
B. Discussion regarding the definition of “Registered” and   Licensed” apprentice.
Mr. Dale Troll, MDPT informed the Board that the State of Maryland recognizes two different types of apprentice license through either the Board of HVACR Contractors and this Board.  Mr. Troll explained that as defined in COMAR 09.12.43.02, a “Registered” apprentice is “an individual who is at least 16 years old, has signed with an employer or employer’s agent, an association of employers, an organization of employees, or a joint committee from both, an agreement including a statement of the trade, craft, or occupation that the individual is learning; and the beginning and ending dates of the apprenticeship; and is registered in a program of the Council or the Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training of the United States Department of Labor.”  A “Licensed” apprentice is defined as an individual who is licensed by the Board to assist in providing (Plumbing or HVACR) services while under the direction and control of a licensed contractor in training to become a journeyman.  Mr. Troll further explained that by definition there are two different types of apprentices.  He informed the Board that the Maryland Pipe Trades Association would like to propose legislation for the next General Assembly consider this issue as one the Board can support during the 2013 Regular Legislative Session in Annapolis.
Ms. Kinstler informed the Board that to alter the definition of an “apprentice,” legislation would be required to define both types by some other name, which is objective and non-judgmental.  The Board agrees to support the concepts but would need to review any proposal before considering whether to support it. 
CORRESPONDENCE
A.  Correspondence Regarding Licensing Requirements for Security Systems
The Board reviewed correspondence from a company researching licensing requirements for a security system agency license in Maryland for offering home automation features.  The home automation features would include installation of a wireless water sensor and a water shut-off valve.  Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that if the work involves making a connection to potable water, a licensed master plumber or journeyman, supervised by a master plumber would be required.  Mr. Smitson will reply in the Board’s behalf. 
B.  Correspondence regarding exemption provisions to license requirements for gasfitters
The Board reviewed correspondence inquiring whether an employee who works for a subcontractor of a regulated gas company to renew and repair gas service, to turn on the gas meter, and to relights a gas appliance, would be required to have a gas fitter’s license?  Upon the Board’s review, the Board requested Mr. Smitson to inform the individual that Section 12-301 (c) of the Maryland Plumbing Act exempts employees of a gas company regulated by the Public Service Commission; however independent contractors are not exempt and need to be properly licensed.  
C. Correspondence from A Company regarding permits and inspections
The Board reviewed correspondence inquiring whether permits and inspections are required for a job that will be performed at a State facility on State owned property.   In response, the Board cited Section 12-301 of the Maryland Plumbing Act, which does not contain an exception to the license requirement.  The local jurisdiction would determine whether a permit is required and inspection is required.  Mr. Smitson will notify the company of the Board’s response.
CHAIR’S REPORT
A.
Meeting with City of Frederick Plumbing Inspectors 

Mr. Kastner reported to the Board that he, Mr. Radtka, and Mr. Smitson met on June 22, 2012, in the City of Frederick, with local permit and inspection officials and licensees, regarding the lead-free plumbing laws.  He reported that the meeting was very productive and that he received positive feedback from the local officials.   

Mr. Kastner thanked the members of the public for their attendance at today’s Board meeting and for their interest in the Board’s work.  He also thanked the Board members for their work.  

COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
Motion was made by Mr. Weibking, seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:40 p.m.
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___________
Michael Kastner, Chair
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