STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

July 16, 2009
TIME:

10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chair


Joseph Radtka, Board Member


Russell Wiebking, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member



Michael Kastner, Board Member



Jon Garner, Board Member
ABSENT:
Nicole J.C. Daniels, Board Member



Keith Horton, Board Member
OTHERS PRESENT:

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General





Steven Smitson, Assistant Commissioner




Erlene Curtis, Licensing Secretary




Matthew Gimovsky




Diane Kastner, Member of the public





Jim Berndt, Member of the public
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:45 a.m.

NO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The Members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on June 18, 2009. Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Lenderking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Minutes and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:
PRE-CHARGE REVIEW

Plum080125


INVESTIGATION

Plum09040
Plum09071
Upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Kasner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report.

OLD BUSINESS:
A. UPDATE ON ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY EMERGENCY ORDINANCE REGARDING UTILITY WORK.
At last month’s business meeting the Board reviewed correspondence from Ron Razzo, regarding the emergency ordinance currently pending before the Anne Arundel County Council to issue a utility contractor’s license (Bill No. 50-09). Matthew Gimovsky informed the Board that Stanley Botts, Commissioner of Occupational & Professional Licensing sent a letter to Mr. Razzo, informing him that the State Board of Plumbing is the only entity authorized to issue licenses and to qualify individuals who perform plumbing work in Maryland.  The Board received a response from David Plymyer, Deputy County Attorney for Anne Arundel County.  (See correspondence section) 
B.  REVIEW OF TEST BANK QUESTIONS

Upon review of the PSI statistical summary information, the Board continued to express concern with the statistics.  The Board further discussed their interest in reviewing the gas questions on the examination.  Mr. Smitson informed the Board that representatives from PSI will be available to meet with them in August to address the Board’s concerns.  Mr. Smitson will follow up with PSI to discuss the Board’s interest in reviewing the gas questions.
C.  CONTINUED DISCUSSION REGARDING THE INSTALLATION OF SPRINKLER SYSTEMS    
The Board continued its discussion on the installation of sprinkler systems; Mr. Smitson informed the Board that he will contact representatives from the State Fire Marshall to request their attendance at a future business meeting to provide more information regarding the installation of sprinkler systems.  
D. UPDATE ON REGULATION PROPOSED FOR BACKFLOW PROVIDERS
Mr. Smitson updated the Board on the status of the proposed regulation for Cross Connection/Backflow certification; he informed the Board that upon discussion with Mr. Loleas, Deputy Commissioner that the proposed regulation has been submitted to the Office of the Secretary and is in the Electronic Filing System, (ELF).       
E.  UPDATE ON PROPOSED DRAFT FOR SERVICABLE ADDRESS

Mr. Smitson updated the Board on the proposed draft for serviceable addresses that would require a licensed applicant to provide an actual street address.  Mr. Smitson informed the Board that the Regulation has been submitted and is expected to be published soon.
F.  REVIEW OF THE PSI EXAMINATION STATICAL SUMMARY INFORMATION
The Board reviewed the PSI examination statistical summary information for the total of passers, failures, re-examinations and cumulative examination statistical information for June, 2009. 
G.  STATUS OF UPDATING THE PLUMBING INSPECTORS EXAMINATION
Mr. Lenderking reviewed with the Board the status of updating the plumbing inspector’s examination.   Mr. Radtka and Mr. Lenderking will provide a status report at the next business meeting.
H.  CONTINUED DISCUSSION REGARDING COURSE PROVIDERS FOR PROPANE
Mr. Lenderking discussed with the Board CETP Training programs and certified course providers.  The Board discussed The National Propane Gas Association’s interest to become a course provider for propane.  The National Propane Gas Association provided the curriculum but did not provide the certification for course instructions.  A proctor is required for the examination.  To become a proctor requires an individual to take a 1-hour class and to pay the required fee.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. DISCUSSION ON RECENT INCIDENT(S) IN OCEAN CITY

Mr. Lenderking reported that Ocean City had another accident in a hotel due to a faulty installation of a water heater.  The Board requested that correspondence be sent to the Ocean City Department of Planning & Community Development to notify the City solicitor of the Board’s position on the danger of not having the facilities inspected.  Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to request correspondence be sent to the Ocean City Department of Planning & Community Development to express the Board’s concerns. 
CORRESPONDENCE:
A.  THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM MR. DAVID PLYMYER, REGARDING (BILL NO. 50-09).

Mr. Smitson discussed with the Board correspondence from David Plymyer, Deputy County Attorney for Anne Arundel County regarding Bill No. 50-09. Mr. Plymyer informed the Board that the Anne Arundel Council defeated Bill No. 50-09, which addressed a very narrow situation, and the law in Anne Arundel County regarding licensed utility contractors remains unchanged.   Upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to request Ms. Kinstler  contact Mr. Plymyer regarding this issue.

B.  THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM MR. JAMES HOLEVA REGARDING CROSS CONNECTION CLASSES
The Board reviewed correspondence requesting the Board’s review of the curriculum for the approval of cross connection courses from James Holeva, Program Coordinator/Instructor Cross-Connection Control for New England Water Works Association, Backflow and Cross Connection Certification Programs, (NEWWA).  Upon the Board’s review, the Board was unable to approve this curriculum because it does not have sufficient information regarding the curriculum and the training facilities.  Mr. Smitson agreed to notify Mr. Holeva of the Board’s decision.  
C.  THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM MR. UJJVAL DAVE  
The Board reviewed correspondence from Ujjival Dave PE, from Maryland Codes Administration. Mr. Dave informed the Board that the Maryland Codes Administration is in the process of preparing draft regulations for the Maryland Building Performance Standards (MBPS) and inquired as to if the Plumbing Board would like to make any amendments to Chapter 28 related to Mechanical Systems or Chapter 29 related to Plumbing Systems of the 2009 International Building Code.  Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that the Board will establish a Code Committee of two Board Members consisting of Mr. Radtka and Mr. Lenderking to review the codes in greater detail and to report back to the Board. 
CHAIR’S REPORT
None.
ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Garner, Seconded by Mr. Wiebking and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 12:45 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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