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CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Michael Kastner called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:45 a.m.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:46 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the counsel regarding license applications. Upon completion of the Executive Session, the Board convened to the business meeting at 11:00 a.m.
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion and Mr. Wiebking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Findings of the Executive Session. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on January 19, 2012. Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Lenderking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Investigation


Plum-12024
Plum-12025


Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Lenderking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS
PSI Exams, Inc. submitted the following summary for the month of January 2012: 

Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 0 

           0
      0

     0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            36
  
          17
     19

    47%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 0

           0                  0

      0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

10  

           4  
       6

    40%

Totals




46

          21
     25

    46%

There are currently 13,270 active licensees.
REVIEW OF REPEATED FAILURES

Mr. Smitson presented additional information from PSI regarding the number of candidates who failed the exam more than once during 2011: 
Journey Natural Gas Fitter 

1

Journey Plumber/Gasfitter
68

Master Plumber/Gasfitter               
15

Following a discussion, Mr. Garner requested that PSI provide an additional report showing the number of individuals who passed the exam after failing it more than 1 time.     Mr. Smitson agreed to request the information.   
OLD BUSINESS

A. 
REVIEW OF PENDING LEGISLATION
Mr. Smitson updated the Board on the status of the following legislative proposals related to plumbing.
HB 247 - State Board of Plumbing- Adoption of International Code Council Standards – Second reading passed with amendments-favorable 
HB 368 - State Board of Plumbing-Membership – proposal to alter the membership of the State Board of Plumbing by requiring that one member be from the area that consists of Carroll and Howard Counties and one member from the area that consist of Cecil and Harford  Counties.  Hearing was held yesterday in the Economic Matters Committee.
HB 1194/SB 607- Plumbers and Gasfitters – Apprentices License Renewal - This Bill would require the holder of an apprentice license to sit for a journey exam after 3 renewals of the apprentice license.  This Bill would only apply to individuals who obtain a license after October 1, 2012. 
HB 1268 – Plumbers – Lead-free materials – This Bill clarifies HB 372 by identifying which materials and fixtures shall be considered when calculating the weighted average of lead content.  defines lead free to install or repair components.   
NEW BUSINESS:

A. 
REVIEW OF PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING HB 372 PROPOSED REGULATIONS
The Board members reviewed public comments that were received concerning the proposed regulation published in the Maryland Register on January 13, 2012, regarding HB 372.  Public comments were accepted until February 13, 2012.   The Board reviewed comments from the following individuals in order received:
Judy Ding



Brendan Madden 


J. Richard Wagner

Vernon L. Gauss Jr.


Steve Reed

Tim Lawrence & Mark Dixon
Katharine K. Stradley






Following a review of each letter and discussion, a Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Lenderking and unanimously carried by the Board to modify the provisions of  subsections E(1), (2) and F(3) and to add subsection F(2) as follows:
E. (1) Potable water system components that are within the scope of NSF 61 for drinking
water system components and are required to be lead-free shall comply with NSF 61 and:



(a)  Annex G to NSF 61; or 



(b)  NSF 372.
(2) Potable water system components that are not within the scope of NSF 61 for drinking water system components but are required to be lead-free shall comply with NSF 372.
(3) Potable water system components that are not required to be 0.25% lead-free shall be suitable for distributing potable water but may contain up to 8% lead.

F. Potable water end-use devices and potable water supply system piping that are intended to dispense water for human consumption through drinking or cooking include, but are not limited to:

(3) Private bathroom sink faucets;

The additional section now reads:

F. Potable water end-use devices and potable water supply system piping that are intended to dispense water for human consumption through drinking or cooking include, but are not limited to:

(2) Bar sink faucets;
Because these changes are substantive in nature, the Board will request that the regulatory language be re-proposed.  The re-proposed language will be published again in the Maryland Register and there will be another opportunity for members of the public to submit comments.    The Board agreed to not seek a change to the language of the emergency regulation.  
B.
CLARIFICATION REGARDING THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF HB 372   
Ms. Kinstler clarified that the proposed regulations do not create an economic impact on the industry or consumers.  To the extent that there is an economic impact, it was created by HB 372, and not by the supporting regulations.  The proposed regulations simply add detail and support to the statutory language, which was created and passed by the General Assembly.   In addition, the Board lacks the authority to change or delay the law.  
C.
APPROVED BACKFLOW CROSS CONNECTION COURSE PROVIDERS
Mr. Lenderking updated the Board regarding the approval of Backflow Cross Connection Course Providers.  Listed below are those approvals. 

· Pipe Trades Technologies, Inc.

· Washington Suburban Master Plumbers Association

Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to accept the Pipe Trades Technologies, Inc., and the Washington Suburban Master Plumbers Association as approved providers.  

D. 
REVIEW OF APPLICATION FOR A BACKFLOW INSTRUCTOR
Mr. Lenderking presented for review the application of James Michael Stonesifer to be certified as a Backflow Instructor.  Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to approve Mr. Stonesifer as a Backflow Instructor.

E.
DISCUSSION REGARDING LICENSING AND PREVAILING WAGE

Dale Troll briefly discussed with the Board his concern regarding the enforcement of prevailing wage laws on public works contracts.  Mr. Troll reported that individuals are working and being compensated as journey plumbers even though they do not hold the proper licenses issued by this Board.  Mr. Troll informed the Board that he expects a Delegate to submit a legislative proposal during the current session to address this problem.  He will provide a copy of the bill to the Board for its review as soon as it is introduced.     
CORRESPONDENCE:

A. 
CORRESPONDENCE FROM A BUSINESS OWNER REGARDING HB 372
The Board reviewed correspondence from a plumbing business owner expressing several concerns regarding the economic effects of HB 372.  Following the Board’s review, Mr. Smitson agreed to respond to the letter.   
B.  
INQUIRY REGARDING THE DUTIES OF A NON-MASTER INSPECTOR
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual inquiring if a non master inspector would is able to inspect residential, commercial or both.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board requested that Ms. Clark inform the individual that the Board does not limit what the inspector is able to inspect but the local jurisdictions may have limitations.   
C.     
PROPANE GAS CERTIFICATE HOLDER NOW REQUIRING A MASTER GAS
FITTERS LICENSE.
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual informing the Board that he holds a propane gas certificate; he has worked in the gas industry over 25 years and now requires a master gasfitter license.  He performs residential and commercial gas piping with Worcester County and the Town of Ocean City.  He stated that a conversion to natural gas will be taking place and was informed that to proceed providing this service, he will be required to obtain a master gas fitters license.  He informed the Board that he has not held a plumbing license or HVAC master license so therefore, he does not meet the requirements.  He expressed concern that he has worked in the gas industry his entire career and hopes to continue to do so with the ability to obtain proper licensure.  
Mr. Radtka recalled that the Board agreed to allow an individual who holds a propane gas certificate and who has 2 trade years experience and 3750 hours to sit for the journey exam and to allow an individual who holds a propane gas certificate and who has 4 years trade experience and 7500 hours to sit for the master exam with proof of work experience (other than sales).  The Board agreed to review minutes of past meetings to be clear what decisions were previously made regarding this issue and to follow up with any needed action items at the next meeting.   The Board further agreed that the requirements would apply to each area within the Board’s jurisdiction.  
The minutes of the June 16, 2011 Business Meeting, reflect the following:

The Board discussed the conversion to natural gas.  Mr. Lenderking informed the Board that some jurisdictions are changing from propane gas to natural gas and would require individuals who hold a propane license to now hold a gasfitter’s license.  He also informed the Board that for those individuals to meet the requirements, provisions to the requirements would need to be considered.  He reviewed with the Board the definition of “propane gas services,” which “means to install, repair, service, and replace propane gas piping, propane gas utilization equipment, and associated accessories;” he also reviewed with the Board the requirements for propane gas certificate, journey natural gasfitter and master natural gasfitter by citing the Annotated Code of Maryland, Business Occupations and Professions, §12-302. Qualifications of applicants for licenses and certificates. 

Paragraph (g): Journeyman natural gasfitters license:  (1) An applicant for a journey natural gas fitter’s license; (i) shall have acquired 3,750 working hours as an apprentice natural gasfitter over a period of at least 2 years; and (ii) shall have demonstrated successful completion of a training course approved by the Board relating to natural gas services. (2) an applicant for a journeyman natural gas fitters license shall pass an examination given by the Board.

Mr. Lenderking had suggested using the same requirements for eligibility for propane certificate holders to qualify for the journey natural gasfitters license, with the exception being the propane certificate holder would be required to use their time experience as a requirement.  The propane certificate holder would be required to have 3,750 working hours as a propane certificate holder and shall demonstrate the successful completion of a training course approved by the Board relating to natural gas services.  Mr. Smitson suggested the possibility of offering a limited “grandfather” option for current certificate holders.   The Board acknowledges this situation as part of the industry changing and will continue to evaluate different options to accommodate these individuals for eligibility. 
D.
CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual requesting to receive credit toward the requirements for licensing for certain work experience earned while he was not properly licensed.  He stated that he has 11 years experience in the plumbing trade but failed to obtain a license during the time he accrued his experience under a master plumber. Upon the Board’s review, the Board suggested that he submit an application to the Board for review in order for the Board to review his work experience.
E.
CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING GAS/OIL FURNACES AND APPLIANCES 

The Board reviewed correspondence from a business that held a Home Improvement Commission license and employed a Master Plumber/Gasfitter and a Master Gasfitter.  The writer inquired whether these licenses authorized the company to perform clean and tunes on gas/oil furnaces and appliances. Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that this correspondence should be forwarded to the HVAC Board. 
F.
CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING HB 372 AND OPEN PERMITS.

The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual inquiring whether HB 372 excludes jobs that had an open permit on January 1, 2012.  Following a brief discussion, the Board requested that Ms. Clark inform the individual that neither the emergency regulations nor the proposed regulations exempt jobs that have open permits.
CHAIR’S REPORT
Chairman Kastner thanked the Board members for their work on behalf of the Board and thanked the members of their public for their comments and interest in the Board’s work.  Mr. Kastner also thanked Dick Wagner for his diligent work reviewing the proposed regulations and offering very helpful comments.  
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
Motion was made by Mr. Garner, seconded by Mr. Lenderking and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 1:05 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Michael Kastner, Chairman
__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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