STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

Date:

August 16, 2012
Time:

10:35 a.m.

Location:
500 North Calvert Street  


Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

Members Present:

Michael Kastner, Chair
Joseph Radtka

Russell Wiebking
Members Absent:


Jon Garner

                        Keith Horton
DLLR Officials & Staff Present:  

Harry Loleas, Commissioner of Occupational & Professional Licensing

Michael Vorgetts, Deputy Commissioner

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer 

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Others Present: 

Jeff Guido, Pipe Trades

Diane Kastner, PHCC


J. Richard Wagner, PE




Mike Stonesifer, ICCP
Carroll Mathews, ICCP

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Michael Kastner called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:35 a.m.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Wiebking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:36 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the counsel regarding license applications. 
Upon completion of the Executive Session, the Board convened to the business meeting at 10:45 a.m.
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held July 19, 2012. Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mr. Radtka reviewed with the Board the following Complaint Committee report:

Closed




Investigation
Plum 13003  



Plum 13001





Plum 13002

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Weibking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS
PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of July 2012: 

Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 1 

          0
      0

      0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            46
  
         14
     32

    30%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 1

           1                  0

   100%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

11  

           8  
       3

    73%

Totals




59

          23
      36

    39%

There are currently 13,250 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

A. 2013 Legislative Priorities

At the June Business meeting the Board unanimously voted to submit continuing professional competency (continuing education) and Firm permits as Legislative priorities for 2013.  Mr. Kastner requested the minutes to reflect that continuing professional competency (continuing education) would require that each master plumber/gasfitter and master gasfitter successfully complete 16 hours of continuing education every 2 years.
B. Final Action on the Proposed Regulation for Lead-Free Materials
Following a discussion of the re-proposed regulation for lead-free materials regarding HB 372, and upon a motion by Mr. Wiebking and a second by Mr. Radtka, the Board unanimously voted to approve the re-proposed regulations for lead-free materials as published in the Maryland Register on June 29, 2012.

C.  Proposed Regulation for Continuing Education for Plumbing Inspectors

The proposed regulation .10 under COMAR 09.20.02.10 was published in the Maryland Register on July 13, 2012.  Public comments were accepted through August 13, 2012.  The Board is authorized to take final action on this proposal at its September 2012 meeting.  The proposal requires each plumbing inspector to attend at least once a year continuing education and to obtain a cumulative 8 hours of qualifying continuing education each calendar year.  

NEW BUSINESS:

A.  Review of public comments on proposed regulations

Dick Wagner informed the Board that the language in HB 372 did not include the reference to 4% lead content for individual plumbing fittings and fixtures.  He informed the Board that HB 1268 included language to specify that individual plumbing fittings and fixtures shall not contain more than 4% lead by dry weight. Upon the Board’s review, no action will be taken at this time.  

B.  Report of meeting with R G Steel 
Michael Vorgetts, Deputy Commissioner, reported on a recent meeting that Harry Loleas, Steven Smitson, and he attended at Sparrows Point with representatives from the Baltimore County Office of Economic Development, DLLR’s Workforce Development, and union leaders regarding the impending closure of the R G Steel Mill.  The meeting was to explain the different licenses offered by the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing and to explore whether workers at the mill may be eligible to apply for any licenses.  Mr. Vorgetts mentioned the Interim Secretary Scott R. Jensen has requested that O & P offer its assistance to any worker who meets the licensure qualifications.     

C.  Cross Connection Control Conference
Carroll Matthews of Integrated Cross Connection Partners, LLC extended an invitation to the Board to attend the Mid-Atlantic Cross Connection Control Conference.  The conference will be held on October 3, 2012 at the BWI Airport Marriott.  
CORRESPONDENCE
A.  Request to Renew an Expired License
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual requesting approval to renew his master plumber/gasfitter license that expired in 2003.  Following a discussion, the Board determined that because the license has been expired for more than four years, the individual will be required to sit for the examination pursuant to Section 12-309 of the Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.  
B.  Request to Sit for the Journey Plumber/Gasfitter Exam
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual requesting approval to sit for the journey plumber gas/fitter examination even though the individual does not hold an apprentice license. He informed the Board that during his employment with the U.S. Government from 1988 through 1992, he was not required to obtain an apprentice license.  Following a discussion, the Board determined that in order for the individual to qualify to sit for the journey plumber/ gasfitter exam, he must present certify that he completed at least four years of  work totaling 7,500 hours of approved experience under the direction and control of a master plumber.  The individual will also need to obtain an apprentice license and will be penalized 1,000 hours.  Ms. Clark will inform the individual of the license requirements in Section 12-302 of the Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
C. Kruger’s Training Academy
Charles Kruger, Kruger Training Academy corresponded with the Board, he informed the Board that he will be using the University of Florida Treeo Center Book “Backflow Prevention Theory and Practice” in his certification classes.  The Board expressed appreciation for Mr. Kruger’s cooperation. 
CHAIR’S REPORT
None
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
Motion was made by Mr. Weibking, seconded by Mr. Radtka and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:10 p.m.
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