STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

August 18, 2011
TIME:

10:44 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Michael Kastner, Chairman
Charles Lenderking, Board Member

Jon Garner, Board Member
Keith Horton, Board Member 
ABSENT:
Joseph Radtka, Board Member 



Russell Wiebking, Board Member   
OTHERS PRESENT:

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer 

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Steven Smitson, Assistant Commissioner




Diane Kastner, MD PHCC 


Mike Stonesifer, Pennmarva


Jim Berndt, MD PHCC



Carroll Matthews, Member of the public

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman, Michael Kastner called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:44 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Weibking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:45 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the Board’s Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:00 a.m.
WELCOME TO NEW CHAIR AND EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE TO FORMER CHAIR

Mr. Smitson congratulated Mr. Kastner on his recent appointment by Governor O’Malley and thanked him on behalf of the Department for his willingness to serve as Chair and his commitment to the citizens of Maryland.  Mr. Kastner brings years of experience and knowledge about the industry to this Board.

Mr. Smitson also thanked Charles Morgan for his many years of dedicated service as Chair of this Board and for his many contributions to the Board, the Department, the Industry, and the citizens of Maryland.  Staff throughout the Division enjoyed Mr. Morgan’s presence and always looked forward to Board meetings because they knew they would see him.  Commissioner Botts and Deputy Commissioner Loleas plan to present Mr. Morgan with a certificate from the Secretary and to personally thank him for his many contributions.

Mr. Kastner also stated how much he appreciated serving with Mr. Morgan as the Chair and looked forward to his new responsibilities with this Board.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on June 16, 2011. Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting with corrections and the Executive Session as presented.
ADOPTION OF THE FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon a Motion by Mr. Wiebking and a second by Mr. Radtka, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session.

 COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:

Further Investigation

  More Information



Plum-110046


               Plum- 110047 
Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report. 

OLD BUSINESS:
A. REVIEW OF THE PSI EXAMINATION STATISTICAL SUMMARY INFORMATION FOR JUNE 2011
Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 0 

           0
      0

     0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            26
  
           9
     17

    35%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 0

           0                  0

      0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

14

           7  
       7

     50%

Totals




40

          16
     24

     40%

There are currently 13,298 active licensees.
B. DISCUSSION REGARDING PROPANE CERTIFICATE HOLDERS NOW REQUIRING A GASFITTER’S LICENSE

Mr. Lenderking updated the Board on the conversion and locations of propane to natural gas.  He informed the Board that the natural gas main is being brought from Delaware to Ocean City and the Shore and will then go along route 50 to Salisbury.  It is anticipated to be completed by the beginning of the year.  Mr. Lenderking discussed with the Board a draft of qualification requirements for those existing propane gas certificate holders; he explained that the Board would need to set guidelines for those individuals to meet the requirements to sit for the natural gas fitter examination.  Ms. Kinstler suggested that an individual or a trade association could propose legislation to change the requirements to allow those individuals an opportunity to qualify for the natural gasfitter examination.  She also offered her assistance with the preparation of the language if requested and permitted by the Department.
Mr. Lenderking informed the Board that most propane companies have the infrastructure in place for making the conversion to natural gas.  He explained that the utility company will bring the main up to the buildings then it will be the responsibility of the property owner to hire a contractor to hook up from the house to the meter.    
C.  UPDATE ON THE STATUS OF THE PLUMBING CODE
Mr. Jim Berndt, from MD PHCC requested an update on the adoption of the 2009 Plumbing Code.  Mr. Smitson informed the Mr. Berndt that the Code is still awaiting Departmental approval and that he will follow up on the status.
D.   APPLICATION FOR BACKFLOW EDUCATIONAL COURSE PROVIDER 
Mr. Carroll Matthews, from Integrated Cross Connection Partners, LLC previously submitted an application packet for approval as a Backflow educational course provider to the Board and requested an update on the status of his application.  Mr. Lenderking informed Mr. Matthews that an additional application is required for approval as course provider and upon review of the additional information and curriculum the Board will contact him. 

NEW BUSINESS:

None

CORRESPONDENCE:

THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM AN INDIVIDUAL WITH AN EXPIRED LICENSE:
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual that requested the Board’s approval to renew his license that lapsed in June, 2007.  The Board reviewed and discussed Business Occupations and Professions Annotated Code §12-308. Upon the Board’s review, the Board determined to waive the examination and allow the individual to renew his license.  He will be required to pay the two past renewal fees and submit a current certificate of insurance. 

THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM AN INDIVIDUAL REGARDING THE INSTALLATION OF HOT WATER DISPENSERS

The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual doing a small research project to determine how nearby States regulate the installation of UL-listed instant Hot Water Dispensers in a single family dwelling.  He asked the Board if hot water dispensers are controlled by the International Plumbing Code 501.6 regarding tankless water heaters.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board requested that the individual be referenced to COMAR 09.20.01.01  
THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM AN INDIVIDUAL REQUESTING INFORMATION ON BACKFLOW DEVISES

The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual asking if having ASSE approval on his backflow devises is sufficient for selling in Maryland, or would he need other approval as well.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board stated that it is accepted in the State per Code.
CHAIR’S REPORT
None

COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 11:40 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Michael Kastner, Chairman
__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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