STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

August 21, 2008
TIME:

10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman


Jon Garner, Board Member



Keith Horton, Vice-Chairman


Joseph Radtka, Board Member



Russell Wiebking, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member

ABSENT: 
Nicole J.C. Daniels, Board Member


Michael Kastner, Board Member
OTHERS PRESENT:

Stanley Botts, Commissioner




Jack Lesho, Executive Director




Sharon Kraus, Administrative Officer





Bernadine Jones, Office Services Clerk

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:40 a.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
A Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session at 10:45 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 10:55 a.m.
APPROVAL OF DECISIONS MADE DURING EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A Motion was made by Mr. Garner, Seconded by Mr. Radtka and unanimously carried to approve the decisions made during the Executive Session.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on July 17, 2008 were reviewed by the members of the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Wiebking, Seconded by Mr. Lenderking and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:
Mr. Radkta presented the Complaint Committee Report to the Board
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A Motion was made by Mr. Garner Seconded by Mr. Wiebking and unanimously carried to approve the complaint report.
OLD BUSINESS:
A. LICENSE STATISTICS - A copy of the license statistics report was provided to the Board.
B. EXAMINATION STATISTICS – A copy of the examination statistics was provided to the Board.
C. INSPECTORS/LOCAL JURISDICTION LICENSING/ENFORCEMENT –
Mr. Lesho reported that he is receiving calls from inspectors of the counties  regarding unlicensed persons on job sites, mostly involving small commercial jobs.  Mr. Lesho has been advising inspectors to request proof of licensure from persons on job sites and have those persons who are not licensed removed from the site and/or the sites closed down until licensing requirements are met.  The Board discussed the ongoing problem with unlicensed work and Mr. Lesho explained he is continuously dealing with the issues as they arise.

Mr. Morgan suggested the Board discussed setting a ratio requirement for journeyman supervising apprentices. 
The Board also recommended taking stronger action against unlicensed work.  Mr. Radtka suggested that notification be sent my mail to the local jurisdictions quarterly regarding the license requirements to remind the inspection departments of the importance of verifying licenses and the permits/inspections process. 
D. BACKFLOW COURSE PROVIDER CREDENTIALS
Mr. Lesho requested the Board develop an application and set of guidelines to document the requirements to be approved as a backflow course provider.  Mr. Radtka indicated that it was his belief that a place of business and approved instructor was needed. 
 A request was submitted from Mr. Carroll Matthews, Jr. requesting approval as a backflow course provider along with his credentials.  Mr. Wiebking stated he believes a backflow provider should have some background in teaching.  Ms. Kastner, representative of PHCC, stated that she believed that the Board has previously adopted guidelines for approvals as a backflow course provider.  Staff will attempt to locate the guidelines previously adopted.  The matter was tabled to allow the Board time to review the documentation further. 

E. PRODUCT REVIEW– WATKOFLEX – The Board reviewed the documentation
submitted to assure that the product was tested by an approved testing agency approved

by the National Standard Plumbing Code Illustrated 2003.  A Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, Seconded by Mr. Lenderking and unanimously carried to accept that product has been tested and approved by a testing agency approved by the National Standard Plumbing Code Illustrated 2003.   
NEW BUSINESS:

WATERLESS URINALS – Mr. Radtka provided some additional information for the Board to review regarding waterless urinals without a water seal.
Mr. Lesho reported that he has drafted a letter to local jurisdictions and to the Chief Inspectors regarding this matter.  Mr. Lesho requested that Mr. Radtka review the letter for next month.
The matter was tabled for review until next month. 
CORRESPONDENCE:
A. LIMITED LICENSEE APPLYING TO RECIPROCATE FROM

DELAWARE TO OBTAIN FULL LICENSE – The Board reviewed correspondence indicating that a Limited Master licensee reciprocated to Delaware.  The Board suggested that staff contact the Delaware Board to inform them that the individual held a limited license that was limited to only performing plumbing work in 2 counties in Maryland in accordance with Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., Ann. Code of Md., §12-310, and that he should not have been allowed to reciprocate the license because the license that he holds is not equivalent to a State master plumber license.  Mr. Lesho will contact the Delaware Board and notify them of the Maryland Board’s opinion on this matter.
B. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CALVERT COUNTY REGARDING 
HOMEOWNERS PERFORMING PLUMBING WORK IN THEIR HOMES – 
The Board reviewed correspondence from Calvert County regarding the plumbing
code which will allow homeowners to perform plumbing work in their home. The Board
held a discussion regarding the potential problems with homeowners performing their

own plumbing work such as problems with an insurance claim if a homeowner performs

plumbing work and their insurance company denies the claim for damages because the

work was not done by a licensed person.  Mr. Lenderking suggested proposing a

regulation to require homeowners performing their own plumbing work be required to

obtain a permit and passing any required inspection.

C. STATE FIRE MARSHALL REPRESENTATIVE-  Mr. Lesho asked that a member of the Board be appointed to serve as the Board’s representative to the State Fire Marshall’s Office for fire sprinklers.  Mr. Morgan appointed Mr. Wiebking to represent the Board and report back to the Board with any updates.  Mr. Wiebking requested that Mr.Lesho advise him of any meetings to be held with the Fire Marshall’s office on the matter.

APPEARANCE OF ST. MARY’S COUNTY PLUMBING BOARD – Adam T. Knight, Bernard A. Taylor, Dwight Mason and Gerald G. Davis, members of the St. Mary’s County Plumbing Board addressed the Board.  St. Mary’s County Plumbing Board requested to appear before the Board to open the lines of communication between the 2 boards and discuss some issues pertaining to code issues, licensing and permit/inspection issues.  Mr. Knight reported that their Board has made many recent

changes in an attempt to protect the plumbing trade:

- Working to bring St. Mary’s County up to most current National Standard Plumbing        
   Code.

- Updating their web page.

- Developing list of licensees for the web page.

- Would like to start a registration process in St Mary’s County.

- October 2008 promoting “go green” trade show

- Inquired about inspector seminar.

- Utilizes MDIA for inspections.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None.
ADJOURNMENT:

A Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, Seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 1:05 p.m.
___________________________________ 
Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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