STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

April 21, 2011
TIME:

10:39 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chair 

Jon Garner, Board Member 

Michael Kastner, Board Member
Joseph Radtka, Board Member 



Russell Wiebking, Board Member
Keith Horton, Board Member

ABSENT:
Charles Lenderking, Board Member
OTHERS PRESENT:

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Helen Johnson, Assistant Executive Director MHIC




Diane Kastner, MD PHCC 


Jim Berndt, MD PHCC


Joe Miedusiewski, Member of the public


Jeffrey Guido, Member of the Public


Lee Mercer, Member of the Public


Jeremy Brown, Member of the public
CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Charles Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:39 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Kastner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:40 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the Board’s Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 10:55 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on March 17, 2011. Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting and the Executive Session as presented.
ADOPTION OF THE FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon a Motion by Mr. Garner and a Second by Mr. Wiebking, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session.

 COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:
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Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Wiebking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report. 

OLD BUSINESS:
A. REVIEW OF THE PSI EXAMINATION STATISTICAL SUMMARY INFORMATION FOR MARCH 2011
Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 2 

           1
      1

    50%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            37
  
          16
     21

    43%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 0

           0                  0

      0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

16

           8  
     81

     50%

Totals




55

          25
     30

     45%

B.  DISCUSSION REGARDING THE APPROVAL OF BACKFLOW PROVIDERS

The Board reviewed information from Mr. Carroll Matthews, from Integrated Cross Connection Partners, LLC and his request for approval as a Backflow educational course provider.  At the February business meeting, a committee was set up to review new and existing backflow providers and to set up enforcement of the regulations. Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to submit Mr. Matthews’s information to the Committee for Cross Connection.
C. WEBSITE UPDATE

At the February business meeting Mr. Kastner brought to the Board’s attention that the Plumbing website displayed some incorrect information stating that a plumbing license and an HVAC license was required to install hydronic heating, to date, the website has been corrected to reflect that you need a plumbing license or an HVAC license.

D.  DISCISSION REGARDING ENFORCEMENT OF THE PLUMBING CODE
The Board discussed enforcement of the plumbing code and suggested that correspondence be drafted and sent to all jurisdictions to quote the Annotated Code of Maryland §12-206. Enforcement of plumbing codes, sub section (a) required; local codes allowed. The Board further stated that they will only recognize the National Standard Plumbing Code not the International Standard Plumbing Code.  
NEW BUSINESS:

A.  DISCUSSION REGARDING CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR INSPECTORS 
Mr. Radtka discussed with the Board the acknowledgement and approval of continuing education for inspectors, he reviewed Business Occupations and Professions Section §12-503 (a) (1) each year attend a continuing education course that the Board or, with the approval of the Board, a county or local government conducts, he requested that the names of those that attended the MPMIA for continuing education be listed in the Board’s monthly minutes as official recognition of attendance and approval of training.  Listed below are those who attended.
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B. REVIEW OF FAQ’S REGARDING CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR INSPECTORS

Mr. Radtka reviewed with the Board a list of frequently asked questions regarding continuing education for licensed inspectors.
C. DISCUSSION  REGARDING LEAD FREE COMPLIANCE-NFS 372 
Mr. Joe Miedusiewski and Mr. Lee Mercer from PMI and Mr. Jeremy Brown from NSF International addressed the Board regarding lead free compliance.  Mr. Miedusiewski reviewed with the Board Chapter 407, House Bill 372, Business Occupations and Professions-Plumbers-Lead Free Materials and a copy of NSF-372 which is the American National Standard for Drinking Water System Components-Lead Content, explaining to the Board the scope of the NSF standard and requested that the Board review the standard to see if it would be appropriate to adopt as their lead free Bill. 
D.  REVIEW OF DISIPLINARY ACTION REPORTED BY ANOTHER JURISDICTION 
The Board reviewed correspondence from another jurisdiction regarding disciplinary actions that were taken by them regarding an individual’s license.  Upon the Boards review, it was determined by the Board that Ms. Clark would submit this correspondence to Ms. Susan Cherry, Chief Litigator for the Attorney General Office to request additional information from that jurisdiction regarding the circumstances, in addition a Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to submit all future correspondence regarding disciplinary actions to the complaint committee.
E.  REVIEW REQUEST FOR BACK FLOW CROSS CONNECTION INSTRUCTOR
The Board reviewed the credentials of Richard Contic, Local 5, who is seeking to be approved as a cross connection instructor.  Upon review of the credentials Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to approve Mr. Contic as an approved instructor.
F.  VERIFICATION OF  32 HOUR BACKFLOW
Mr. Wiebking discussed with the Board a request from Mr. Pat Cassidy, Plumbing Inspector for Baltimore County.  He informed the Board that Mr. Cassidy requested correspondence from the State Plumbing Board to confirm the Board’s requirement to provide verification of 32 hour backflow certification before an individual could qualify to take the master or journey examination with the State.  It is stated in the Annotated Code of Maryland § 12-302. Qualifications of applicant for licenses and certificates., (c) (ii) journey plumber and (d) (3) master plumber, shall have completed at least 32 hours of training in the testing of backflow prevention devices, in a manner approved by the Board.  Ms. Clark will inform Mr. Smitson of the request.   
CORRESPONDENCE:

A.  THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM AN APPLICANT

The Board reviewed correspondence from an applicant that informed the Board that in 2008 he requested an apprentice plumber/gasfitter original application; he had completed it and given it to his former employer to mail with a company check to cover the license fee.  He further explained that he believed this was done and he was a licensed apprentice plumber/gasfitter.  He recently discovered when he went online to renew the license that it was never applied for.  Therefore, he is requesting that the Board allow him to use the hours he worked under the mistaken belief he was licensed towards qualifying for the Journey plumber/gasfitter examination. Upon the Board’s review, Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board that when he should become eligible, the Board will consider crediting appropriate time and work documented in his W-2 forms towards the pre-license work experience required of a journey plumber/gasfitter license examination applicant.
B.  THE BOARD REVIEWED CORESPONDENCE FROM A CONSUMER
The Board reviewed correspondence from a consumer requesting clarification of whether a master plumber can install the hydronic piping for heating or does a master HVAC have to install it. Upon the Board’s review, referencing Business Regulations Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 9A-103(7). Exempts a licensed master plumber from the HVACR license requirement when the individual provides applicable services on “hydronic heating systems.”  Ms. Kinstler will respond to the individual regarding this matter. 
C. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM A CONSUMER
The Board reviewed correspondence from a consumer requesting clarification on the proper way to calculate plumbing fixtures for a multi-floor building with two occupancy classes B & A-1 using NSPC 2006 table 7.21.1.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board requested Ms. Clark to refer the individual to the National Standard Plumbing Code. 
D. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM AN INSPECTOR 
REGARDING LICENSURE

The Board reviewed correspondence from an inspector who informed the Board that he previously held a master plumber/gasfitter license that was converted to a master inspector’s license. He recently retired as an inspector and wishes to convert his license back to a master plumber/gasfitter’s license upon renewal.  Upon the Board’s review, since it has not yet been confirmed that the individual held a master plumber/gasfitter’s license with the State Board of Plumbing, Ms. Clark will continue to research this matter. 
CHAIR’S REPORT
None

COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Wiebking, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 1:55 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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