STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

April 16, 2009
TIME:

10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chair


Joseph Radtka, Board Member


Jon Garner, Board Member



Russell Wiebking, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member



Michael Kastner, Board Member



Keith Horton, Board Member

ABSENT:
Nicole J.C. Daniels, Board Member

OTHERS PRESENT:

Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General





Steven Smitson, Assistant Commissioner




Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer




Diane Kastner, Member of the public





Adam Knight, Code Official, St. Mary’s County





Gerald Davis, Chairman of Board for St. Mary’s County





Member of public, St. Mary’s County

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:35 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s Second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:40 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the Board’s Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:00 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The Members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on March 19, 2009. Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:
CLOSED

PLUM
0903

PLUM 0907

PLUM 0908
PLUM
0910

PLUM
0911

PLUM
0922
PLUM
0929

PLUM
0930

PLUM 0933
PLUM
0934

PLUM
0902
INVESTIGATION


PLUM 0904

PLUM 0905

PLUM 0931

PLUM 0935

CRINIMAL INVESTIGATION
PLUM 0905

PLUM 0914


Upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Kasner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report.

OLD BUSINESS:
A. REVIEW OF DRAFTED CORRESPONDENCE TO BE SENT TO ALL JURISDICTIONS REGARDING PLUMBING PERMITS
Mr. Smitson informed the Board that he is still awaiting approval of the draft correspondence from the Secretary’s office to be sent out to all jurisdictions regarding plumbing permits; he hopes to have it available at the next business meeting. 

B. INCIDENTAL PLUMBING WORK
At the March business meeting, Mr. Smitson informed the Board that he spoke to the Home Improvement Commission regarding the Board’s concern that home improvement contractors are performing work that requires a plumbing license. Mr. Borz, Chair of MHIC, volunteered to meet with the Plumbing Board to discuss the issue.  Mr. Kastner attended the Maryland Home Improvement Commission Meeting on April 2, 2009, representing the Plumbing Board.  Mr. Kastner informed the Board that the MHIC Commission offered to display information on the MHIC website to reference and define “incidental plumbing work.”       
C.  UPDATE ON INSPECTORS ASSOCIATION TRAINING

Mr. Radtka updated the Board on the inspectors training.  
D.  UPDATE ON PROPOSED DRAFT FOR SERVICABLE ADDRESS
Mr. Smitson informed the Board the draft should be available for Board review at the next business meeting.
E. CONTINUED DISCUSSION REGARDING THE INSTALLATION OF SPRINKLER SYSTEMS    
Mr. Lenderking discussed with the Board the installation of fire protection and solar systems, informing the Board that more information regarding these topics is necessary for further discussion by the Board and recommended a meeting with Mike Wentz from Joyce Agency to obtain more information.
F.  DISCUSSION ON CSST GAS PIPING ELECTRICAL GROUNDING
Mr. Lenderking informed the Board that inquiries pertaining to the installation of CSST gas piping should be referenced to the (NEC) National Electrical Code.
G.  COMMITTEE’S UPDATE ON THE 2009 PLUMBING CODE
At the January Business meeting a Committee was formed to oversee the review and adoption of the 2009 Plumbing Code.  Mr. Kastner reviewed with the Board the Committee’s progress of updating the 2009 Plumbing Code.
H.  COMMITTEE’S UPDATE ON BACKFLOW REGULATION’S

Mr. Kastner reviewed with the Board a monthly update on the progress of updating backflow regulations.

I.  DISSCUSSION ON RED FLAG DUAL LICENSING

Mr. Kastner discussed with the Board a problem with individuals obtaining apprentice licenses for Plumbing and HVAC consecutively, and then applying for the examination to upgrade both licenses while using the same work hours (experience) for both.  Mr. Kastner stated that it is impossible for those individuals to be obtaining the required work hours (experience) to upgrade both apprentice licenses at the same time through examination.  The requirement for Plumbing is 7,500 working hours, Mr. Kastner informed the Board that it would take (seven) 7 years  to acquire the experience to qualify for both licenses, 4 years for plumbing and 3 years for HVAC.  Mr. Kastner informed the Board that this situation should be monitored to prevent this dual licensing; we may need to trace their working hours prior to approving the individual for the examination.     
J.  REVIEW OF DRAFTED CORRESPONDENCE TO BE SENT TO THE JURISDICTION REGARDING ALLEGATIONS AGAINST A PLUMBING INSPECTOR. 
Mr. Smitson informed the Board that the drafted correspondence that is to be sent to the jurisdiction and individual regarding a complaint of suspected misconduct by a local inspector will be available for review at the next business meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:

UPDATING THE PLUMBING INSPECTORS EXAMINATION
The Board discussed reviewing and updating the plumbing inspector’s examination.  Mrs. Clark will prepare copies of the examination for Board review.
REVIEW OF NEW FORMAT FOR THE PSI EXAMINATION STATICAL SUMMARY
The Board reviewed a new format of the PSI examination statistical summary information that now contains both the monthly license statistics and the cumulative examination statistics. 
 CORRESPONDENCE:
A. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM MAGNOLIA PLUMBING, INC.
The Board reviewed correspondence from Mr. Christian Magnolia from Magnolia Plumbing.  Mr. Magnolia requested clarification to the plumbing law pertaining to drain cleaning and video inspection, inquiring as to if drain cleaners and video inspection technicians are required to be licensed with the State of Maryland as plumbers.  Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that if they were performing plumbing repairs, replacements, disconnecting, or connecting, then a Master Plumber and permit would be required 
B. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM MR. CHRIS UPCHURCH.   

Mr. Upchurch informed the Board that he owns a small business in Southern Pennsylvania by the name of Fired Up and states his belief that the Board should consider changing the Code as written in the NFPA 54 that would accommodate all hearth businesses working in Maryland with a way to easily obtain a gas fitter license in order to pull permits for hooking a gas line to a hearth appliance (i.e. fireplace or insert).  Mr. Upchurch states that if the law remains the way it is, Hearth businesses working in Maryland would have to find a plumber that is willing to take responsibility for the installations, or they would have to contract a plumber to do the full installation for which would result in much higher costs for the installations of Hearth appliances.  Upon the Board’s review it was determined that the license to perform the installation of hooking a gas line requires a Master Plumber/gas fitter and a permit, not just a gasfitter.     
C.  REVIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE FROM MR. JOHN HENDRIX FROM EASY-EXCAVATING INC.
Mr. Hendrix from Easy-Dig Excavating Inc. inquired if a license is required from the State Board of Plumbing to cover septic system installation and repairs.  Upon the Boards review, it was determined that the Board does not govern this and recommended that correspondence be sent to Mr. Hendrix to inform him of such and to recommend Mr. Hendrix to contact the local jurisdiction.
CHAIR’S REPORT
None.
APPROVAL OF DECISIONS MADE DURING EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the decisions made during the Executive Session.   

ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Wiebking, Seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 1:30 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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